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TO : 


MS. TOLSON 


FROM : 


L. B, NICHOLS 


SUBJECT: 


J 



date: October 20 9 1950 



Wil Mnm^R . ^uokl t eyj_Jr f f ^i n the attached note 
advises that he wi 2X^d>&JjiJ^ We 

had previously invited him to visit the Bureau* You 
will recall that Mr. Bu ckljsy^was^ t he^ejdij^ e^ 

Daily News^ last year and sponsored the forum that T 5 "" 

addressTd^T^He^wd^ rdefjniielr — ~*' 

b a^er^&W^Tal e & 




Gandy_ 







I called him in New Haven this afternoon and told him 
I would not be* here next week but arranged for him to call at 
ny office at 10:00 a.m., ^e^e^^v.^^J^ber25 s ^ilLM&J^J^f & 
u?e dde d wijf e jogi.d iae mll-J&ke^ au « 1 

An Agent in Mr. Jones office will take Buckley on a very special 
tour* * v , 

J^ju^est that An view of Buckley *s past interest in the 
Bureau anamsfQture benefits that the l^CfigSj^^ 
him if it is at all convenient^* He has asked Tf* he might have the 
p TtuVX^geof me re t i ng the DirecXq r « 



p^y*3<e3^« f -*^S*«3WV* , »^ * 



J pointed out after I returned from the Tale Forum last 
year tKat someday we would hear from Buckley* 



CC: Mr. Mease 
CC: Mr. Jones 
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October 19,,1950 



far. Levyis B. 'Nichols , te " / /*. .?' " '' . , • -- 

Assistant Director 1 - : o ,^ : ; - r 

federal Bureau of /Investigation " \ - ; , r . -^ 

Washington, I). C. r ' ;'",*. y" . 

Dear Mr, Nichols: . _ ' - : \ -- 

I tried to telephone you this af ternoon^ but sensed from the , > 
conversation of the operator at, your off ices^ /that completing, - 
the call -with you personally would be difficulty /and I.rdidn't 
feel like ^making an : ±ssueof it*. 'tior did I avail/ flqyself of : 
her offer to speak with -one of your assistants since my message 
was j 



and is , personal. 



Almost a year has elapsed since you, and Mr. ^oover very kindly , 
invited me to visit you in JVasliington# I have been veiy bu^y 
since that:fine ..evening at the YeLle Law School when you dealt 
so admirably with your .critics, and, haven 1 1 had- a : chance ix> avail, c 
-myself or your offer-.,- I am planning a visit to Washington for 
Tuesday and Wednesday., of next week, however, and would very much 
like to. pay ny respects; ; . - I' N ( % - - - . 

I- know, you are busy, and "if either of these two days is inconvenient 
for you and, .Mr. Hoover, we, , can : put it of fj again. .If, however^ you* 
could, give me a minute or tv^o, ".would you be good enough to wire 
me. to- the above address, or else, if you;won f /6 know un til Sunday 
or Monday 5 'would you leave a meas^ tge for, me in care of I I * 

I ' H with whom Twills be staying? -/ 

Ifiyr very best •personal regards and continued congratulations -on -the _. % 
work of ; the Bureau. V * ' ,- , ,"'.•" .'.-/ • 

■ ' '' - •■ '.Sincerely,' ~ _'i i >,■• ' '' 
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date: October 84, 1950 



Tolson_ 

Udd 

Clegg__ 



WILLIAH1BUCKLET; JR. 
Information Concerning 



In view of the fact the above individual is comting 
±o the Bureau on October 25j 1950 y the following is a brief 
summary of our relationship with him* 

As you Jmow^ in October of 1949* you went to^Tnle^^ 
M iv^ XSity^J^rid took part in a forum 3 in which you defended the 
Bure ait f spos ition. 
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The meejbinp^was arranged by_Buolzleii 3 who at that 31me 
OhaU^f^ 
fley arranged the meeting in order that a Bureau repress 



Buckley arranged the meeting in order that a Bureau representative 
could put the record straight as to what the FBI does and does not 
do* , 

Mofrlgz/_j3cjfc^ which was 

attended by approximately 500 persons. Ee introduced you and 
former SAO Gleason* 

The reaction to the meeting was exceptionally fine and 
was most helpful in clarifying the Bureau* s position. 

Following this meeting you made the comment that you 
were very much impressed with Buckley. You described him as 
being <tefJtt£„±eJ4f^ pjio~FBI and invited him to visit the Bureau 
and stated you would like for him to meet the Mrector. He was 
most enthusiastic and said he would lilve to do this sometime in 
the future* (94^1^442^ 
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WILLIAM FRANK BUCKLEY, JR. 
SPECIAL TOUR 10-25-50 
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Pursuant to your instruct} ons, Speciau Agent 
Wick of this Section met Mr. and ^TA^J^i^ 
at 10:00 A* M*, 10-25-50 in* your Off Toe at which ^meTFT^ 
McG-uire greeted them: ^and extended your greetings to them* 
From your Office the Buofclg gjs^gftEgJ^ to 

meet t\e_IL£]5^^ The 

fact-^^aib—th ^ Buckleys met the Director within a matter 
of minutes after their arrival at the Bure au imp ressed 
t hem immensel y^ M rs* Buckley ~saJd ^ 

over it and h e is so busy*" ~ ~ "* 

. . ■■ -> / 

Thereafter for an hour and forty-five minutes 
the Buckleys were escorted through the Director's Reception 
room, thecezhibit rooms, the Laboratory, Communications, 
the Traffic Di&rama and- the Range where each fired the 
Thompson submachine gun*. 

Mrs* Buckley, a Canadian, recently was married 
to Buckley* Both she and William Buckley asked a great 
number of questions which were answered by Mr. Wick* 
Buc k ley commented favorably aff ain_u_pj)jg^v.oja^ tion 

advised he is currently living in Hamden* a subur b of 
New Haven, and ^^^tg^^^^BJ^^^SL ^Q^book^on_ydUGational 
fF^^^^^^^To XTowinQ com nljs!!b^^^ spgj.flPt 

it^J^s Kis \nien$i..oj* f _h_e* eaid *__ to se&k a position in business 
or enter the armed forces* j — ~ ■ *-- — ^^^^^^^^^-^^ 



i 



Mr. Buckley appeared extremely well-read, cognisant 
of the Bureau's responsibilities and activities in a general 
way* He commented most favorably upon our role in the 
government loyalty program and expressed admiration for the 
Director f s* ability to withstand political, subversive and 
academic attacks. He said that this tour, coupled with 
his meeting with you a year ago, "rounded out n his understanding 
of the FBI and its methods of operation* 
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WM. IT. BUCKLEY, JR. 86 SWARTHMORE STREET HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 



April 5, 1951 



fc 



Mr v Louis B.. Nichols ' ■" " " : ' . 

Assistant Director . . ^ ; 5 .\ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ \\. 

Washington j ;D.C U . ^ ' '' \, V ., "* 

Dear ; Mr.-~ Nichols: . - / ., : : ? ; * 

- ,] - ^ *■' , ' - 

I have been intending to write 'you* for some, weeks .now to thank" 
you for your unparalleled kindness and continued interest in me • 
as evidenced by your willingness to! advise me'iri regard to ray 

• situation. X delayed, though, because I wrote my fatherland : '■' 
suggested that he send me. a short biographical sketch about his' '■■ : 

. activities in -Mexico which might be useful - either - to you personally ' 
or. else in my father's files. -.,= " -,. • ' 

He-was very anxious to supply ■. this 'information -.but was unable to ,'■ 
do it for. several weeks- because of repeated trips. to Texas to visit 
his very sick.- brother. ". -. -■ . . ; . ..;*. .. • •• - .« ■ ., . " 

.^However, I received his memorandum today and- I. enclose" it with 
. this "letter.- I. rely .on your judgment, to do with it as you will- 
even if. it lands up .in. the v/aste. paper basket! - • ./ ..." ,;' 

Again, a thousand .thanks for your kindnesses.- I continue 'to hope :; 
that, despite your oppressive schedule, you will some day- be able 
to take off a couple of days and visit W either wSharon/ Gonn. V 
or else in Camden, i>outh Carolina. ( Incidentally: my f ather has 
recently struck .up a friendship with ] ^\ formerly - : 

t |in the Bureau, who spoke -to, him very highly of / ^oul | ' | 
is ; lunching withmy/FatheronlApril 7, prior to -the. annual, steeple / 
chase races.) ' ' , "-' " . * - - . ''---"' .r -• -, 
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March 27, 19£L 

MEMORANDUM 

Re: William Frank^Buckley 

Born in Washington, Texas, July' 11, 1881. 

Graduated in the Academic Department, University of Texas, 
in 1901}-, and in the Law Department in 190$, where he was quiz 
master in law for the term 190£-06. 

While at the University, he taught Spanish for four years* 
Was a member of the 3*au Delta Fraternity there, and was Editor- 
in-Chief of "The Cactus," University annual. 

After leaving school he became Spanish translator at the 
Texas Land Office. 

Started to practice law in Mexico City on November 1, 1908* 
in the law office of Wilson & Gonzales Garza. Established his 
own law office in 1909* &nd was joined within two or three years 
by his brothers, Claude H. Buckley, and Edmund L. Buckley, under 
|^ f the firm name of Buckley & Buckley. This firm established an 
{ (^ office at Tampico, Mexico* in about 1911. The members of the - 

1 , * I s firm divided their time between the two offices. There were 
A V^is from two to "four Mexican lawyers employed by the firm. 
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This firm represented a number of large oil companies.. WPB 
left the firm in 1913 or 19lij- and entered the oil business. 

During the first two y ears of his residence in Mexico WFB , 
attended the National School of Jurisprudence* . . 

One of WFB's professors at this School was Luis Calbrera, 
who was the intellectual head of the Carranza movement and 
government. &n associate 'and friend was Jose Vasconcelos, who was 
a candidate for President against Calles, and who has been re- 
garded as Mexico *s foremost writer. 






WFB ! s associate counsel was Lie Emilio Rabasa, one of the 
foremost -intellectuals in Mexico. 

.When the American Naval forces captured Vera Cruz in the 
Wilson administration, WPB was the only civilian who left Mex- ^ 
ico City on the train of Mr. Nelson O'Shaughnessy, American Charge. 

On arrival in Vera Cruz, WPB did interpreting and translat- 
ing for Admiral Fletcher, in charge of the American Naval forces, 
and later for General Puns ton, who was in charge of the land 
forces. 

Admiral Fletcher formed a Civilian Government in Vera Cruz 
and appointed WPB governor, which office the latter declined, 
for the reason that he was not in sympathy with the Wilson Mex- 
ican policy or his intervention in that country. 
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To prevent a war between the United States and Mexico, 
which was imminent, ^Arg en tina> Brazil and Chile offered their 
friendly offices to' the two Governments and as a result the 
ABC Conferences were instituted at Niagara Falls in 1911}.. 

The Huerta Government appointed a commission to represent 
that country, which was headed by Lie Emilio Rabasa, referred 
to above.- The Mexican Commission arrived in Vera Cruz on its 
way to Washington and Niagara Palls and while in Vera Cruz named 
WFB' counsel for the Commission, who left with them for Washing- 
ton. 

During the eight or ten weeks of conferences at Niagara 
Palls WFBremained inWashington where he was in continuous 
negotiation with Mr. William Jennings Bryan, President Wilson's 
Secretary of State, and the other members of the Wilson Cabinet 
who were from Austin, Texas, and with whom WPB was well acquaint- 
ed. 

In about 1918 WPB got a group together to prepare data 
for the so-called Pall Investigation on Mexican Affairs. This 
group had an office at the Murray Hill Hotel in New York. 

In about 1917 or 18, when President Wilson was so ill, 
Secretary of State Lansing decided to withdraw recognition 
from the Carranza Government and asked Senator Pall to produce 
a witness who would be able to give a comprehensive statement 
of the Mexican situation, which Secretary Lansing proposed to 
use as a basis for the withdrawal of recognition. WPB was 
chosen to make this statement and it was printed as Part 6 of 
the record of this investigation, and was widely publicized 
and was translated into Spanish, 

In the midst of this plan, President Wilson recovered his 
consciousness and broke up the plan and dismissed Secretary 
Lansing. 

Carranza was succeeded by General Obregon, who asked, 
naturally, for American recognition. WPB formed a group, known 
as the American Association of Mexico, of which he was presi- 
dent, which formally opposed the recognition of the Obregon ^ 

Government. During a period of one or two years WPB frequent- 
ly saw Secretary of State Hughes in connection with this matter. 

Obregon was recognized and WPB went to Mexico City in about 
1919 or 20* After being there f or^ a short time, President 
Obregon applied to him Article 33 of the Constitution which em- 
powered the Executive to expel "pernicious foreigners." WPB \ 
spent several days in the American Embassy (Mr. Summerlin was 
then Charge) before leaving Mexico • Some two or three years 
later, President Calles made a statement, which appeared in 
the New York press, to the effect that the oil companies had 
pursued a hypocritical policy in Mexico, protesting their 
friendship with the Mexican Government in Mexico City, while 
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they advocated armed intervention- in Washington* WFB was 
interviewed by the New York Times and stated that Calles* 
statements were true. Parenthetically, WFB* was never in 
sympathy with the policy of the large oil companies in Mex- 
ico and enjoyed their enmity during this entire controversy 
over American rights in that country. 

Cailes then invited WFB to return to Mexico, which he 
did, and remained there for a few weeks. At that time Mr. 
Dwight Morrow was American Ambassador. 

In the meantime, in about 1919* WFB sent an organization 
into Venezuela and eventually formed the Pantepec Oil Company, 
of which he was President for many years. This company was 
financed in about 192£, by E.A. Pierce & Company (now Merrill, 
Lynch, Pierce*, Fenner & Beane)., In 19^4- WFB bought a home in 
Sharon, Connecticut, where he has lived continuously since. 
In 1938, he bought a home in Camden, South Carolina, where he 
and his wife spend the winters. 



WFB has ten children: 

Alorse (Mrs. Benjamin 
Hill Drive, West Hartford, 
at Smith College in l^l. 



W. Heath), who lives at ijl). West 
Connecticut. Aloise graduated 
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« John W. Buckley, who graduated at Yale in 19^2, and then 
entered the Army - and was later transferred to Army Intelligence, 
in which he served in North Africa and France. He is President 
of Catawba Oil Explorations Company, which represents various 
Venezuelan companies, a Canadian company, and an Ecuadorian 
company. His office is at 119*East 36th Street, New York, N.Y. 
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Jane (Mrs. William F. Smith II ), who graduated at Smith 
College in 19l{.7. She lives at 321^ First Street/ S.W., Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. 

William F. Buckley, Jr., who graduated at , Yale in 195>0, 
and was chairman of' The News there. He is now taking a post- 
graduate course /4t^ale and lives at 86 Swarthmore Street, 
Hamden, Connecticut. During the war he* served as Second Lieu- 
tenant in the Infantry. 
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Maureen Buckley, who is a f reshmafr at Smith College, where b7c 
she resides at Wesley House* v 
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WFB took a decided stand against President Wilson 1 s re- 
pudiation of international law in the case of Mexico. -Wil- 
son's policy was to withhold protection from American citi- 
zens and to intervene in the internal affairs of that country, 

quite the opposite of his obligations under international law* 
WPB was very close to the "members of the old Diaz regime and 
their successors and did a great deal of ( work in connection 
with the political affairs of 'that country. For a number of " 
years he represented in Washington, General Manuel Pelaez, who 
was the head of the revolutionary forces in southern Vera c Cruz, 
which had charge intermittently in the oil fields from about 
1915 to 1920. 

WFB was a friend of^ the ex-governor of Lower California, 
Colonel Esteban Cantu, and did everything in his power to 
help him in the revolution which he started in Lower California 
in about 1920. 

WPB always maintained, and still believes that when American 
citizens are abandoned by America, in violation of the precepts 
of international law, they have a perfect right to take the 
situation in their own hands* This upright policy was quite 
the opposite of that followed by the American oil companies who, 
true to the traditions of corporations and big business, never 
stood up for their rights* They continually ran to the Govern- 
ment in Mexico and the Government in Washington and told differ- 
ent tales in each place. Their pusillanimity was attacked by 
WPB in his statement before the Pall Committee and this attack 
and subsequent attacks incurred for WPB the lasting enmity of 
the powerful oil companies* 
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Wallaces Point 
Stamford, Conn. 
July 22, 1952 



Mr. Louis Nichols, Ass *t Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» 



f 



Dear Mr. Nichols: 






I wonder if the Bure^l ever published or circulated an answer to 
the incredible sme^r published against it in a fall issue of 
Politics Magasine^ If so, I would greatly appreciate a copy* 

When last I called you in Washington, your secretary told me 
you had not been, feeling well. I hope Ibhat by this time you are 
completely recovered from your illness • 

V - 

I should certainly be pleased to see you if you are ever in the 
vicinity of Stamford, 



Sincerely, 



\v"FB:b 



"Wn. F. BacKLey, Jr. 
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dk 



Tolson 
Udd 
Nichols 
Belraol 

Glavin- 
Harbo — 



&? Tracy. 



a 



Gesrty- 
Mohr. 



IS 



.For record purposes, Wtlliam1innkT*y .mhn was the editor 
of the Daily News and who ^promoted a forum, at Yale Law School where 
I participated a few years ago, came in to see me recently. He is ~ 
writing another book which is designed to counteract the Alan Bart? 
and Biddle books denouncing loyalty and security investigations. Me 
centering his book around the State Department and has completed 
approximately 8 months of research* 

He stated, that there is one point which he desires to deal 
with in the book, namely, making available, to Congressional: committees 
the transcripts of Loyalty Hearing Boards, He stated such transcripts 
are made available to the subjects involved who can publish them' or , 
do with them as they wish and that he could see no reason, if this be 
the case, why such transcripts cannot be made available to Congress* 
He is seeking the views of various individuals concerning it and he 
wanted something that he could attribute to the FBI. I told him 

(that the matter of whether the transcripts of Loyalty Hearing Boards 
should or should not be made available to Congress was a matter 
not within .the purview of the- Bureau's authority; that obviously 
the Bureau is concerned with maintaining the integrity of the r esults 
of its investigations, which if made public would disclose the 
identity of confidential sources of investigation, confidential 
investigative technique or which would violate a confidence; that if 
such transcripts did any of these and the Bureau were consulted, 
obviously, we would object. However,, it would appear that such 
instances would be rare, 

ww,^ w .»o pvbno prior no mis puoxvcation, he also inquired MJ "" f ^ 
Director s views would be the same, J told him that obviously 
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Director would not inject himself, to the matter pertaining to transcripts, 
but the Director would seek to protect those matters above mentioned. 
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Office>of Director 
federal bureau of investigation 
' united states department of justice 

March 9, 1954 



Attache d boolg ^^cCarthj^ .nd Hi 
Enemies " by William F. Buckley , 
Jr. , and L. Brent Bozell, was sent 
to the Director by the authors and 
autographed as^ follows: 



s 



11 For Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
respect and admiration. 



with 



Wm. F. BuckleV, Jr. y^f ' 
L. Brent Bozell" -A ' **-" B * a » * 

There are numbrous. references to the FBI; however, 
it is noted that the Director is mentioned in the bo_ok 
pn pages 8, 179, 200, 353, and 355. 





'Mr. 

Mr. Boardraaru 
Mr. n, 
Mr, f Be 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Harbo. 
Mr. Rosea 
Mr. Tamm. 
Mr. Tracy. 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Jone 
Mr. wlnterro 
Tele. Room. 
Mr. Hollomaa 
Miss Holme 
Miss- Gandyl 
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/ William Buckley, Jr. was editor of the Daily News and 
^promoted a forum at Yale Law School in 1949 where v . ~ 

Mtc* Nichols participated. In October, 1950, Mr. and 
i *Mrs. Buckley met the Director and toured the Bureau. 
His correspondence with Mr. Nichols has been cordial 
and in April, 1953, he advised Mr. Nichols he was 
writing a book to counteract the Alan Barth and Biddle 
books denouncing loyalty and security investigations. 

BrenM Bozell, Jr., Class of 1950 3 Yale University, 
invited] to debate on a topic concern 



ing possible Communist "domination and support 11 in the 
Progressive Citizens of America. [ 



] who 



was 



described by an informant as a member of the Commuiist 
Party, declined to debate on the topic . 
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April 14, 1958 



, Mr. William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Editor-in-Chief 

i National Review 
211 East. 37th Street - 
New York 16, New York 



Dear Mr. Buckley: ., >.•-->-.'. 

. Mr. Hoover showed ine your letter of April 8, . 
and I am taking the liberty of writing- you this note to return 
"your enclosures ;ahd give you the address df Lou Nichols with 
the thought in mirid that you may wish to drop him a line. 



H 



\.y 



Tblson - 

Boardman . 
I Belmont _ i 

Ef Mohf 

VNease 



parsons 



\Rosen 
Tamm 



Trotter ^ 

Clayton 

Tele* r^oom 

Hollomarit 

Gan4y 



> As you may know, he is now affiliated with; 
Schenley Industries, and his address is yif. Iquis B. Nichols, 
Executive Vice President, Schenley Industries, Inc* ^Empire 
State Building, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, New York. 

T Mr, Nichols has spokenivery highly of you, and;. 
I certainly hope that I will have the pleasure, of meeting you on^ 
of these days. 7 Perhaps we could get together for a chat the next , 
time you are in Washington. \ * ; 



^Sincerely yours, ' 'Y 




'' ; '.'""." '■:"■• : G. A. Nease . 

Enclosures (2) V ; v ;/' 

NOTE: Buckley is an outspoken anticommunist Who became friendly wj^th 
former Assistant to tj?e Director Louis B. Nichols. (94-42995) - ,.■■'■. ■' 
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211 East 37th Street 
J New York 16, N. Y. 



Editor-in-Chief: 
Wm. P. Buckley, Jr. 

Publisher: 
William A. Rusher . 

Editors: 
L. Brent Bozbll 
James Burnham 
John Chamberlain 
— Whittaker Chambers 
Willmoore Kendall 
Suzanne La Follbttb 
Frank S. Meyer 

Assistant to 
the Publisher: 
J. P. McFaddbn 
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Mr. Toko: 



^ 



{ Mr. E lardman. 
f Mr. B> 

fcfee weekly magazine of conservative opinion'm. 

5 Mr. !'*:> 



April 8, 1958 



J/ 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 

Thank you for your good note, I am glad 
that in addition to the many points we have in common, 
we feel the same about Mr* Oakes! 

Tours sincerely > 



Wm. F. Buckley, Jr. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington 2£, D. C. 
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*» APS 15 1958, 






Till? 




*-*»**" 



I 




APR 9 1958 




\ Mr. K»,-<-n 

|= Mr. Tr.mm- 

| Mr. Tr»^N>r_ 

I; Mr. ClA7fcon_ 

Tel?. Koom__ 



Mr. Holloaian 

Miss 
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Aprill, 1058 

PERSONAL 

Mr. William F. Buckley, Jr. 

Iff ttiE or : — ~~*~ ■«■ —« ■ ., ,. « u — — a: 

National Review 
211 East 37tt Street 
New York 10, New York 

Dear Mr. Buckley: 

I have just read your excellent article concerning 
the astute Mr. Oakes, and I wanted to drop you this note of thanks. 

We have, ol course, come to expect this sort of 
thing, but we are most thankful that all Americans do not share 
this ostrichlike attitude. You may be sure that your fine ar&le 
was a source of much encouragement to me. 



- 1 
c. 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Buckley is the outspoken anticommunist who wrote "God 
Man at Yale" and "McCarthy and hi« Km»» w » This is not the 







J 1 ^ 

c 






&: 



Buckley who works for 



LBiglJ 



Tolson 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Nease 

{Parsons 

| Rosen 

iTamm _ 
iTrotter 
.Clayton 
ITele. Ro< 
Hollomai 
Gandy 
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December 5, 195*7 
RE: WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY, JR. WW * 

William F. Buckley, Jr. , first gained national prominence 
in 1951 when he wrote the book, "God and Man at Yale." In 1954, he and 
L. Brent Bozell wrote the hook entitled "McCarthy and His Enemies." 
They forwarded an autographed copy to the Director. Buckley is currently 
Editor and Publisher of "National Review," a weekly journal of opinion. 

MAIN FILE ON WILLIAM F.. BUCKLEY, JR. 

We have a main file on Buckley which reflects close friendship 
and cordial correspondence with Mr. Nichols. Mr. Nichols first met Buckley 
when he, Mr. Nichols, went to Yale University in October, 1949, and defended 
the Bureau' s position in a forum. This was arranged by Buckley who at the 
time was Chairman of the Editorial Staff of the Yale Daily News. He acted 
as Chairman of the meeting which was attended by approximately 500 persons. 
Buckley made a very favorable impression onMr. Nichols who described him 
as being definitely pro FBI, and Mr. Nichols consequently invited him to visit 
the Bureau and meet the Director. 

Buckley and his wife did come to the Bureau on 10-25-50 and 
were given a very special tour of Bureau facilities and had the opportunity to 
meet with the Director. 

George Sokolsky in his column of October 15, 1951, wrote most 
favorably concerning Buckley and his book, "God and Man at Yale. " 

MISCELLANEOUS PERTINENT REFERENCES EST BUFILES 

In regard to Mr. Nichols'- appearance at Yale University in 
1949, you will recall that *3jb June, 1949, tiie Harvard Crimson carried an 
article relative to FBI activities at Yale University which was most derogatory 
of the Bureau. There is considerable information in Bufiles concerning this 
matter, but briefly, it generated considerable public interest and our position 
was misinterpreted. The Yale Daily News, of which Buckley was Chairman of y 
the Editorial Staff, invited a Bureau representative to come to Yale to explain 







HSECtOttS? 
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the Bureau 1 s position. It was originally thought this would be a closed session, 
hut it developed into a public forum with approximately 500 in attendance. The 
Director reluctantly allowed Mr. Nichols to appear, but Mr. Nichols did an 
exceptionally fine job in explaining the Bureau's position which made a great 
impression at Yale University. Buckley's close friendship in defense of the 
Bureau developed from that time. 

The Washington Times Herald of April 6, 1953, carried a 
story headlined "Press Labeled for Unfairness." The story stated a group 
of 28 writers, actors and others charged that segments of the press, radio 
and television have failed to give Senator McCarthy a fair break. The 
charges were contained in a statement sent to seven hundred newspapers 
and one of the signers of this statement was William -F. Buckley. 

As of April, 1953, WiUiam F. Buckley, Jr., was listed as 
the President of the fiitercollegiate Society of Individuals. We have no 
derogatory information in Bufiles concerning this organization. 

Although we have never investigated, the Bureau has received 
information from time to time on the organization, Foundation to Defeat 
Communism. As the name implies,- the main objective of this organization 
is to defeat communism. Buckley has spoken before this group. 

The Chicago Daily News of May 12, 1954,- carried a story 
headlined "Charges McCarthy Distracts Nation." This news story stated 
that a debate was heldTthe previous night between John Nuveen, a Chicago 
investment banker who was against McCarthy,- and William F. Buckley, 
who defended McCarthy., 

On August 14, 1954, Buckley and Leroy Gore, founder of the. 
"Joe Must Go" movement discussed "McCarthy A Force for Good or Evil" 
on the American Forum of the Air. Buckley, of course, ;wag strong in his 
defense of the late Senator McCarthy. 

According to the Daily Worker issue of June 11, 1956, 
Buckley debated the Smith Act with Norman Thomas. 

According to aflyer, Buckley is on the National Advisory 
Council of the organization "Campaign for the 48 StatesV The objectives 
of this organization are as follows: (1) The limitation of the. popster of 
Congress to tax. 
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(2) The limitation of the power of Congress to spend. (3) The decentralization 
of power and the restoration of the sovereignty of the individual states. 
(4) The recovery and maintenance of the freedom of the individual. (5) The 
maintenance of the solvency of the nation. 

In a, letter to.Mr. Nichols dated 7-30-57 Buckley advised 
that a Mexican Colonel had requested him to arrange an introduction to the 
Director as this individual had information which he wished to give to the 
Director. This Mexican individual was a.Colonel Emiliano Izaguirre 
reportedly a personal agen^ 

determining the activities/ .. 

that he should refer this individual to the l \ as b2 

any information he mi ght hav e would probably ,be within their jurisdiction. 
Buckley did do this but | | refused to see this individual. 

MAIN FILE ON WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

It should be noted that we have a main file on William F.- 
Buckley, father of William F. Buckley, Jr. , There are numerous references 
to him in Bufiles, and in the past he has been a rather controversial figure. , 
Buckley, Sr. , was connected with the oil business in Texas prior to World 
War I and was expelled from Mexico in .1922 by the Obregon Government 
allegedly for activities opposing the Obregon Government. We disseminated 
a rathe r lengthy memorandum of information in Bufiles concerning Buckley, Sr. , 
to | | in August, 1953. 

NATIONAL REVIEW 

We have a main file on National Review, the weekly magazine 
which Buckley, Jr. , publishes. This file reflects.limited but cordial 
relations with Buckley as Editor and .Publisher of this, magazine. . 
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" ; r^fatlonalEeYlqw :\= '■■''■: ■ .-'-.■ tc* ; 
;= 150 Egst 35tli Street ;;:-/^ 
.' . New Yorfc«16, .New Y ?^; ; : 

„.-' /l)ear''Mr. ? ]Btt(?klsy: ; -.,. ,-.",-, "i- : - :' 




' j* ... . . ■> », 



; ,^ v * 'i;nanK y^ 
your new book, "Up N$&m y&eraUm;-* /"^oti&e^woBk-tli^ffiiitjfi**-. ;^S 
inscribeit ttf ;iflej an&f am '"W&fflAdSWjii tp ieading it at an eaW'o 3 



:.-. \i 



' \\>tr ' ■. i'#' opportunity; .-*'? ."'■•-;'. .-'•'■.•.T^frR®^' 

*■■•.<; > 1 '-,-:- -V-t" *.W. . • :* •'--.■;. -5v,- .'■'>*• .- <y»'.s .:."-; 

,% .„v ""- v .' * -,' v. n*^ % /■ ' ^ err* t . * .- ' ,'i - t "5 . ^ . />/> '*"*>. v^ * * \ ^ * v v *" 





Sihdereiy yoti^s,; 
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Me': Fiies reflectlimited buTcordia;! contacts with Biickley ? ; Editor of r the 



L4^oil6ws:l^!Cons:ei:yatism - is ^ 
, : important^ 

" V- r : \'&*\ : been r un(iertakenf and tiiat it: is 'given to man to- khowwhaj^a^ejhe great truths t 

. : ,:';■: \, "that .emergediroitti^themV' r Whatever isto Come caiiBbt ^ Ogtwejfeh the , " . v" 

: ^vV- - • '. importance to: man of What has g^onei?^ t^S\ .-'J} 

/oispn Jiiil . c defense, of 'McCarthy, and an -attack 0n { his , critics. His; attacks on everyonewho | 

&alri±^.i,:d«fi08#ag^ ^- \ . " J 

^"^-TB-k, Vneiiher: a, balanced nor Jan effective pre'seritation. -I ^H-' S :."<. 
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,'Tamra \1_ 

-Txotter 
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Tele^Room 
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Gandy 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



September 8, 1959 





Mr. To! son 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. McGuire 

r. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Tamm. 




The attached feQof^aJlsaEi . . , 

jr., was sent to the Director from 
National Review, _15p^EastJ5th 
Street, New York 16, New York. 




Mr. Jonesf 

Mr. W.C. Sul(f ivan — 

Tele. Room. 

Mr. Hoi 1 oman 

Miss Holmes 

The book is autographed: "For Miss Gandy 

J. Edgar Hoover with admiration, 
/s/Winv F. Buckley, Jr. Tf 

The Director is mentioned on page 80 of the bjpk. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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TO 



J FROM 



Mr. DeLoach * 

m. I: ¥>y*m/ 



date: April 10, 1959 
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^MESWEC^LER, EDITOR, NEW YORK POST 
HUNTER COLLEGE AUDITORnJM 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
APRIL 9. 1959 



} Tojson . 

/'UV ? ''^"DeLoach. 
McGuire . 

Mohr 

Parsons 
Rosen 



Tamir. _. — ~^- 






Tele, Roorr, _, 
rioiloman 5\ 
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Rnrklev and Wechsler conducted a debate on the subject , 
^Should We Repudfafe uLranL.' last night before ^an ^£^^ 
1500 The lecture was discreetly covered by Special Agents of our New YorK 

Of fie e ; I ' 



I 



SA telephonically advised this morning , in accordance ^ 

Wechsler . The debate c included with Wechsler <s summato followed by Bucklegs 
summation. Iz^^^fsL/Jfe <3 

The only mention made of the FBI duri ^W^Sfcrt hv 
concerned the case of Paul Hughes who sold data ^«^?^ST 
[to Joseph Rau-of the Americans >for_ ^ ^ri^Tsel^^^^^ 
while he could sell false data to Rauf when he tried to sell it to tne *m n 

fup in court 



SA 



bA ladvised thai primarily the debate was a theoretical 

discussion and no ill Won the part of ^fJ^^^TtT 
evidenced. The major VO*«*™ ™ ^ e ^%^Ta?Were8ted in 
i«+prnatinnal communism. Wechsler *aia tnai uu^idio wc-^ j « > u ^ Aa 

j teScomm^S as conservatives «t the basic disagreement w« methods 
of cortalnuient. Wechsler believes j : f Stations whUe Buck£y ^stated tha* 
after 40 years exposure to the worlo it was evident that Russia was not aoom __ 



S£==*^^^^^ 



rn/TTbMysLXbrerofTp^ ,£c relations and I^Mrt 




The New York a ;e is forwarding to thte «8rfeiulfl5aetailed 
analysis df'the debate. 
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DIRECTOR, JBI ' ,"■■ : . ' ' ' ■ .. ' , ' ' 

■-••'"; ATT; CRIME RECORDS SECTION -^ • , 4/LO/59 

,;SAC 5 , NEW YORK (94-1201) . ~ ; ' \, , * 

: ■"-"-i/.WE<ffls^-TV/i*V..BacKEEs:'.>-: debate •; v . : -..", .-; : . --V 
:"". 4/9/59;' "--■■ v 7 •'.:•.*■ ••., , ..--- : "--; -,;-' •./-;.--. /.■-■'";■ .-\"\— ~. 

■ ' - '_ INFORMATION CONCERNINQ. ■ r ' -' . ., - v ' '. >. ";■':■ ,- -. ;■ 

;. Re Bureau phone call "4/9/59 requesting cov&rage -\ 
of debate In NYC between JAMES *VJECHSLER, editor of the, •;;.. 
"New York post. 1 '- aM tflLLlAM FpBUCKtEY, editor of - : ;; . 
"National -Review! 1 ,, ■* "■--'. i;:.,"— --T-^; ';..--. .v'.",; .;.-■; ;;-'/=•;• V/. 

At' 8:30 1PM on 4/9/59 ' appi»o^m^ly.-l*560: ; JJpople ■.'•-'■•. "AS. 
were in attendance; at the "Rational Review- Sorum"iheld , •• ".;.\--\ 
in the auditorium of Hunter College, park AveV at 68th." • '} 
St.,, NYC- The, topic for th e evening/was "should ;We."'- '.- ." '■ '.'; . 
Repudiate '■ Liberalism? '? SAS I 

attended this f orum; which 



-Was open .to the public 1 for ah admission' of $1.00". ':■ ' • 
App^aaing^tHe -/affirmative side was 'WILLIAM BUCKLEYy and 
.'JflANK MEYER j political Writer, for. the "National Review" 
, For the negative was- JAMES WECHSLER and. JOSEPH LASfi, UN- . 
reporter, for, the . f ^New. York: post ,!^ ;, , r „.. : >' -■'';• * ",,- j 

■'"V'. ., . BUCKLEY- opened the ..debate with -a. prepared^ :;•'• .' r ••*'■-. 

/statement "followed. by a.. similar: statement by V/ECHSLER.? : : "■ '■■) 
. BUCKLEY was • theft "cross {?xamihed f !;. by, LASJ! concerning ;; ' 

^statements made in his opening' speech .anid -MEYER performed^ 
; a similar, taskwifith 'regard to WECHSLER and his opening . V 
speech* This ^followed by:; a fife' minute summation first': . 
•;■ by WECJ^LER. and then by BUCKLEY. >.' ' '/ "\ ■'•-". , T -.: '-• - '■-"•> . • . - ' 

.:.*., 'The "only, speaker, to mention .^he- FBI was Buckley - ? •;■ 
' and .this reference was .complementary in nature. This. , *, . •! '*■ 
,, reference;/ came -about vjhen BUGIdjEY^asv-ref erring' to- the '•• ■-,.„'■■_ - ; 
incident where .JOSEPH L. RAUM,, Jr.-,' of the Americans for ".".'-: '" ■■'. 
Democratic Action, "bought" so-called secret . inforaat ion ■'""" 
from PAtJL HUGHES .to the effect, that the ffotejcing editor \of ' " • 
'the "New" York Post" was a Spy for the late Senator MC CARTHY.' 
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IV^-Bureau , >". ■ '■;•";"' ;"- ',;;:■ - '."■'.,' '.;" • ■ ;•':, \dtf$:?& 
-ny . (94^01,);- . .;. ;-,;■ ; .■• . •;.:•,_.. : ; ,,,^^; 
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Letter ; to ;Direetory 'EBI 
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BUCKLEY said that while SAUH "bought" this and other 
/.information, HUGHES was unable to "seli 1 ' it to the 
jBBI and, this resulted in his legal difficulties*. ' _ 

.'• ' Basically the debate dealt' with the principles ■" ^ r -\ .-. 
underlying/Conservative and Liberal political thought, . ... 
especially. "as.it: pertained to : the question of the -'■' • 
containment and defeat, of Communism* ' It was WECHSLER's.- ' - '- 
position that the. most, important facet of the Liberal -•"" 

• "faith" was that ,. every man' should -be absolutely free - - ; 

: to determine his own, destiny by ; the use of Mb reason. - ' • 

• BUCKLEY,. countered; by. contending that this reflected the . •; 
Liberals preoccupation with method, regardless of the -■"•.-» . 
results they ; may produce* .: ,\CECHSLER^mdln%aine^'X"hat ;,■■■ •;'■ ;' • 
Liberals, were; just as interested in containing Comihunism ^ 
as' were the Conservatives,' but; felt it , should bei'done •-" :- ■"■■. 

. through negotiations" 'with the Soviets. . BUCKLEY^ on the : •' : 
■other hahd,. said-that-in view of the : ;40 year history of , ' • • 

the Soviets' laol£,of good faith in negctiations,,£t : much : 
-; firmer stand vmshecessary,: -BUCKLEY, .made, reference to *■' - ': 
./Liberal -support, of security-risks employed in mon-sensitiVe 

positions in the government but : .}JECHSLER did hot touch oh- 
• • the issue* .••',:, "., ( :-•'..-■ ■> '■" ' '".■.": ."./;.,-.. ■•'-' ■ . .,. \,v .-•■..' •<, ^ • 

While the overwhelming;' majority - : of' the audience \ -.-" .'■ 
I appeared to favor BUCKLEY'S; viewpoint/ they.were : /J 
'courteous to WECjteLEH and LASH,, and, in fact* t-ffiCHSLER'U' 
complimented them tot their, f orebearance. in listening to" 
■ his; point of 'vidW". ■'• '-:. . : '•',■ l. : h . ; .<' v ■ ■■ - -'•" .■•>': ■.""'. ■'.-, • >•'- .'-. : 
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A RINGING SIATMEM? OF THE CASE FOR CONSERVATISM 



> c In bis introduction to the HilLnan paperbound edition of Up From Liber4lfe^ fc ne - 

.Ce , .. w „., . . _ . i Mr. TaycLT 



Senator Barry Goldwater calls William F. Buckley, Jr. "the chief spokesman flag?' ^T~I J 
the " young conservative -revival in this country." - TeffT Room_ 

I Mr. Ingram 

That there is such a revival and that it is growing with incredible raji^^^" 




is npw an established fact. The long article, "Campus Conservatives," in t"Ee" 
February 10th issue , of Time pointed out in detail the scope and vigor of the 
movement. Up From Liberalism and Senator Barry Goldwater*s The Conscience of 
a Conservative are largely responsible for this remarkable change in the 
thinking of the young intellectuals, as veil as for a re-dedication of 
conservatives of all ages. jF r/{ L~ tJ~3^?*' 

KLllman Books is publishin ^Up From Liberalism on March 23rd, and the 




response jfco advance announcements has already made necessary a large second |- - / i 
printing before publication. In addition to the introduction by Senator Barry f . j 
Goldwater, there is also a Foreword by John Dos Passos. 

About the author ; ~William F. Buckley, Jr. was born in New York in 1925. He Ty 

served in the Army during the Second World War and graduated from Yale in 1950 

where he was chairman of the college' paper- He is now editor of - National Review , 

a leading journal of conservative opinion. The hardbound edition of Up From 

Liberalism was originally published by McDowell, OboOLensky Iiic/ f* ssh 

_ ?fe^ '^^ "^JL*^ 
££§. 61 HOT RECORDED 

Publication date : March 23 pY 7v ^ - JI MAR 27 1961 75^ 



Publication date : March 23 PV 7 
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WUbXm rfc-3BPS8Kfi»H jr. 



for; ^our infcrjnaiioxj, 2fe Bucldey anC 



were cdiuSacted oxi & Special tour o£ the Bureau on #M6-62, ,af te? -yisltiiigL 
fcriea? with i&e ia myoSiee. Mt« - ^acHey ^sprassed fci$i *egatdf<?i* the 
fBI am* ^s most appreciative of the Curtesies es^endeftto *te* , 
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1 - Mr. JDeLoachfc (sent. Mt)t coYer memo) V^ .:••', = 

1 - Miss;* iHplm ^ ', ; ;.,:..'. /I . ..;-; -%v w-. ly^V - : y •:¥" 

-1 ^ TpurRpp^ .. , ."',•.- 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Mr i Delioach memo dated ; 10-2j6t62, captioned: *; 
"William F., Buckley, Jr., Editor, National Review,. Special Tour, 10^6r6l "• 
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Mr. TbJso-n , , , , 
Mr*. BelTnoTif. -/ 

:Mr Molir^j _^ 

Mr -: Casper-1__ 

Mr Pallahan 

Mr > 'onrad , 

T * - a :. * _ 

Mr ; !tave; _ 
Mr ' *' hotter , j— , 

: Tele. -Room, ,;, 

3iss Holmes L_ 

t MigWGatidy ,. 
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OPT10r^ f "?0RM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERN 1 

Memorandum 



WEni 



TO 



:Mr. DeLoach 



date: 10-26-62 



from :M. A^^^tf^f 

o 

subject:WILLIAM P. BUCKLEY, JR. 
EDITOR, NATIONAL REVIEW 
SPECIAL TOUR 
10-26-62 



l/ 



Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel 

Trotter 



Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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MrTmcklev 



&,£* 



jUk/ 



bwere co nducted on a 

Crime Records 



x Buckley and 

special tour of the Bureau on 10-26- 62 by SA| 

Division, after visiting briefly with the Director in his office. 

Mr. Buckley was. very interested in the various exhibits and 
commented particularly concerning the excellence of our communism exhibit/ 



were furnished 



After the tour Mr, Buckley and| 

Bureau transportation to the White House where they were to take the public 
tour. Mr. Buckley .was very appreciative of the courtesies extended and 
spoke very highly of the Director and the Bureau, 



RECOMMENDATION: 



That attached letter be sent to New York Office advising of 
Mr. Buckley's visit. 



Enclosure 



1 - Mr. DeLoach (Enclosure) 
1 - Miss Holmes (Enclosure) 
1 - Tour Room (Enclosure) 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^JUSTICE 



MR. 



MR. TOLSON _ 
^'BEUMONT 

MR. MOHR 

MR. CASPER 




MR, CALLAH 
M*R. CONRAJ 
MR. OELO^CH 
MR. fe>?AWS 
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OREGON 9-7330 
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Wm. f, buoklbt Jr. 



•National Review 
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ISO EAST 35TH STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
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Mr. William FTBuckley, Jr. 
Wallack's Point 



t Wi Stamfoj^ Cohnecticut , \*JS i 













jDear Mr. Buckley: 

It was certainly good of you to stop;by ; 



M 




and I 



my office this morning with 

was glad to autograph his copy of my book, "A Study of 
Communism. " I am sending ytou, ' under separate cov0r, 
^ j a 

the enclosed photograph taken while you were liere as a 
.- ,:-■:. memento of ybu£ visit. : - ■'•' ; . \--,- -. *•'. .' ' " / ■;/,,',;■•• 

p7'^^srr^j ^ .- - .-.: ; , ■ . . sincereX y yours, ' " t "; ••: "', ; 

C»g3lV 1 V ';-'"-•'" . ;; ":-' ; ./. ■' ;ff- Edgar Hoover-^ - \, ,;/ , ; . ;: 
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Enclosure 



1 - Mrw Jones (sent direct) /'\ \ ; v 

USC Material- -"A Study ;of Communism" . 

. NOTE : Mr. Buckley decided to Visit the Smithsonian Institute 
-•; ..'": ~ and return to his home about 1:30. It was impossible to deliver ,.,- 
;?''/■ ; the photograph to him before his departure. . «. ', 

;V: ..TFM^nd ^ $M^C^ ^^ : ' ''• ' >■ 

4 : W0V8 1962 v , mx-kmiS Bm .. / -&?**■ ' , ; ■>. ' ; " 

. ,^/r: • -■ 'v. .■■■■ •' ,-.■ A$mk V - V\ 

• nt ■'. ' V. • *-•■■'■ ' ' ■*"- ■ "-■ ■■.■•" . • " 
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OPTIONAL $pRM NO. 10 
i ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVE: 



Memorandum 



\ 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. Mohr 

C. D. DeLoach 

WILLIAM BUCKLEY 
EDITOR 

"NATIONAL REVIEW" 
NEW YORK CITY 



date: October 25, 1962 




Tele. Room . 
Holmes , 

Gandy * » 
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Bill Buckley called a t 3:45 p. m. this afternoon from New York. He 
is bringing ! L £o Washington, arriving at approximately 8:00 

tomorrow morning (10-26-62). He would like very much to take a tour of the Bureau 
at approximately 10 aim. tomorrow morning and have the opportunity of shakidgf; 
hands with the Director while in the building if at aU convenient to the Director. 

Buckley is friendly, cooperative and is a prominent conservative 
speaker, lecturer and author. He is. a controversial figure. 

Buckley, at one time, was an assistant to Senator' Joseph R. McCarthy 
of Wisconsin. He wrote "McCarthy and His Enemies" and a number of other books 
and pamphlets defending Senator McCarthy. He is best known for his book,' "God 
and Man atgYale.^teHe has debated against numerous Communist Party members and 
left-wing joTtrnalisis. On a number of occasions, he has made James Wechsler look 
rather silTpin debates before New York audiences. The Director allowed me to attend 
the Tenth ^nni^rsary of "National Review" 1 in New York City approximately one year 
ago after 




■a 



it^i 



gceived an invitation from Buckley. 



Buckley does not desire to waste the Director's time. He m erely /J 



1 wants the gasivilegSof shaking hands and to introduce 






ACTION: 




In the event the Director's sche dule permits, it is su ggested he might 



desire to briefly shake hands with Buckley and 
10-26-62. If approved, I will introduce Buckley and 



tomorrow morning, 
Jto the Director. 



1 - Miss Holmes 
, 1 - Mr. Stapletoii'* *> * 
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" ^Tolson;.l_ 
Belmont £- 

Mohr 

Casper < 

-> Callahan _ 

• ; Conrad* 

DeLoach _ 

. 'Evans 

. Gale ^ 



November 2, 1962 
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I have received your very thoughtful- 
letter of October 26th, It was gaod of you to write> 
and I aaa, glad: that you enjoyed your tour. Mr, DeLoach, 
'Mr. Wick aud | | share my pleasure in having- had 

you yrtih ug and are looking lorward to seeing you again. 
-V ; -" -.-''" C :; " '" ; ~=-V' : : . '■''•'■: .'_ Sineerely'yours, ; \ . v 

J. Edgar Hbovef 4. " *. 
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2?0TE: William F. Buckley. Jr . . \ 



editor of the ''National Review. " Corresponde nt and[ 
a special tour of the Bureau on* 10-26 -62. by SA 



ig the ,- 
(Were given 
Crime" 



Records Division, after visiting briefly, with the ^^DSrecto^m his Office. 



JET:mlk.j/ 
(3), ^ 






r_. MAllilBS , 

." NOV-5-19,62 

C0MMrF.BE ^-... 
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Trotter. * \V , I^Jj 
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Tele. Room . 
Holmes . 




MAIL ROOM 
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TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 
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OFPlv.fc SOF^DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 



MR. TOLSON _ 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. MOHR 



j^l 



10-26-62 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 






MR. CASPER 



MR. CALLAHAN 
MR. QQNAAE^ 




Z 



MR. CfEfija^CH 
MR. EVANS . 
MR. GALE. 



MR. ROSEN 



MR. SULLIVAN 
MR. TAVEI 



MR. TROTTER 
MR. JONES 



TELE. ROOM - 
MISS HOLMES , 



MRS. METCALF 
MISS GANDY 



Thank you very much for arranging 
the tour of the headquarters of the 
F. B. L The laboratories and guns, 
were very interesting, among all 
the other things. 

IT d Mso like to thank you for 
autographing the book and having 
my picture taken. 



When I got home I was surprized to see everything 
covered by snow- And I hope the weather will be 
better in Washington. 

My best regards to Mr. Deloach and Mr. Wick, and 
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October 30, 1962 



/ 



Mr. Tolson£?~L 
Mr. .Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

^Mr. Casper 

•Mr. Callahan— 
Mr. Conrad^! 
Mr. DcLoiUm — 
Mr. Evans- 
Mr. Gale 



Mr. Rosen. 



Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room — 



Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

A note to tell you that you corrupted | | 
| As we walked out of the FBI building, he 



he 

b7C 



turned to me and said: 



£ 



§'■■ 



I'm going to be an action man, like Mr. Hoover, 
not like you, sitting all day doing nothing except 
writing books!" 

Many thanks to you for your great courtesies, 
and my repeated congratulations on your fine work. 

Tours cordially, 

Wm. F. Buckley, Jr. 

■Si// *BuckU 



■i- 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 
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October 19, 1964 



Honorable William $. Buckley, Jr. 

Editor 

National Review . 

150 East 35th Street 

New,York 16, New York 

Bear Mr* Buckleys 



1 cannot tell you how much I appreciate 
the remarks contained in your column entitled "Dissent 
to Warren" which appeared in the October 16th issue of 
"The Washington Daily News, " 

Your timely comments have certainly put 
this matter in its proper pea?spective, and my associates 
and I are indeed grateful for your support. We hope our; 
future endeavors will continue to merit your approval. *» 




m 
en 

C5 









Sincerely yours, 



u. E3pr H5575T 







V»ft 
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NOTES^Mr. Buckley is on the Special Correspondents \ List. 
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Dissent to Warren^ 

J HAVE news that is interesting,, healthy, 
infuriating- ' - , . 

■ Three members' of the Wavren Commission a P r 
'parently raged, behind closed doors, against the 
[projected criticisms of the Federal Bureau of- 
Investigation. But. Earl Warren was adamant,,] 
land the criticisms were therefore registered. ; , 
.The official -Commission report said that the <j 
FBI "took an unduly restrictive view of its role.^ 
in preventive intelligence work prior to Bftawi:^ 
UiiW ^sination. A more carefully co-ordinated treatment 
P the Oswald case by the FBI might weU *ave gJ'&J^'i 
in* Oswald's activities to the attention of the Seciet Service. , 

f The three gentlemen who were healthy enough to dissent were., 
1 Representatives Gerald FonTand Hale ^Boggs, and Sen Ru se« • 
rrhpv made the point that it was-unfair to criticize the FBI without 
KSfng S of a concrete nature, the agency could have done •; 
and Southing the meaning the kind of preventive acbvtfy » 
' Justice Earl vvfrren seemed to be recommending on the rights . 
of the individual citizen. '- . , i 

■ I It is all very well grandly to suggest that the TBI •should pick , 
: up more susJLL! oMurn V names- of, those suspects, over to j 
' the Secret Service to be picked up. V j 

s Any implementation of such aprogram ^^weve^foej 

SawaaaMSSS 
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rpossiblejob largely by the same, gxoup ^P^jf^^^'; 
difficult 'for- him to .do a-.possible jot ~ * n | ^f®^ - - ' 
fee alert against ^enhancement, of the FBI s p wg 
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m The* Washington Post and _ 
Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star 



J? 



New York Herald Tribune 

New York Journal-American 
New York Mirror 



New York Daily News 

New York Post 

The New York Times . 
The Worker 



' nate a President^ the United States awerw™™.-^^;, 
\ \ jdtanay 4. JBdgar Hoover to be castigated- for failing tt/s~« { 



A\ 



The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 

People's World 

Date — . 
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Jit is especially curious that the testimony of Mr.' Hoover to thert^ 
Warre'h Commission was not published. Why, orie wonders? ^ 
Because it would have defanged Mr. Warren's criticisms? 
| What, actually, is the Chief Justice recommending? The FBI hasaV 
estimated that in some areas of the country there #re as many ,- 
as five thousand persons who are as likely to assassinate a Fresh.^ 
dent as Lee Harvey Oswald was, judging ^only from his previous f 
record- They are communists, subversives, ultras of every variety,. K 
.neo-fascists, men and women who are emotionally unstable or ;r j 
^demonstrably irrational in their behavior. ' * \ ^ 

" "< It is seriously proposed that, let us say. ever y time' the President '* 
comes to New York; five thousand people be picked up and tucked 
away somewhere; until, the President is so gracious as to -leave 
town? The proposal- is preposterous. * - . : \:\ 

Clearly 'the principal responsibility rests on the President him- j 
self. It is not fair for him to impose upon the Secret Service or - j 
(the FBI an undischargeable burden. a ^ S 

It is in the great tradition of political' leadership to wave away J 
the bodyguards and mingle withjhe people,, and one's republican.; 
.blood stirs at the sight of it. Charles de Gaulle entered Notre j 
Dame Cathedral on the day that Paris was liberated and walked j 
majestically up the great aisle 8 eyen as snipers fired bullets all , t 
around him from the choirloft. < , ' J 

< He gob away with it, but the whole point about personal heroism j 
is that sometimes. you. don't get away with it Otherwise, it \ 
wouldn't be called heroism. When you don't get away with it, it j 
lis hardly fair to blame the FBI. \ * • j 

- One would like to think that a President could mingle among : 
his own people with impunity. But we are a free society freer, 
even to the point that men and women who think disorderly anc * 
abusive thoughts nevertheless are unmolested until and unless they « 
actjwertly, or are known to be afraid to act. ,,< ^ ^ y 
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October 28, 1961* 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

You were very kind to -write me. I am, 
as always, at your service. 

Yours cordially, 



Wm. F .^Buckley , Jr. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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December 31, 1964 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 

You were very kind to write, and I shall 
pass along your expression of gratitude to Mr. 
Quincy. 

My best wishes to you for a Happy New 
Year. I am, as always, at your service. 

Yours faithfully, 

Wm. FVHauckley, Jr. 

. _~_ ^ •■mi.wiw ill %*Mm > '333 

-—*"■""' Chief 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



'""'"Rev/iekJ 
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Mr. Wick 
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NATIONAL. REVIEW BULLETIN 

JANUARY 18, 1986 \/ 

ARTICLE ENT3TLEiy^CAPrrAL BULLETIN" BY "QUINCY" 

, O The captioned bulletin* 1 issued by National Review Magazine, 

Wjll^m.^.-JBuckleyy-Joc. , Editor, contains an item in its current issue 
regarding an unnamed chairman of a. government agency who was, in the 
1940 r s, "closely affiliated" with a. communist cell in the government. At 
that time this individual was solicitor for an~imp^Tmt^FederaTL5agency. 
The article states that the FBI did a full field investigation prX&cJa his 
promotion in 1961 to his present post. This report went to President.^ 
Kennedy and to the Attorney General for their information and possible *""" 
action. The article indicates that those who handled the report were 
deeply disturbed and cannot understand why the appointment was-jtnade 
public and sent for confirmation to the Senate. It avers that when Congress ^0 
convenes the facts will be laid before the appropriate committees of both 
houses and although an effort will be made to open the FBI file, the writer 
speculates, nothing will be done concerning this individual. 



n 



! 



BACKGROUND OF "QUINCY": 



\$ 



Bufiles reflect an article signed by "Quincy" appeared in *** 

the December 22, 1964, "National Review Bulletin" which was favorable t 

to the Bureau and critical of the efforts of some individuals to drive a wedge s. 
between the Director and President Johnson. A letter of appreciation was Sj) 
sent by the Director to the Editor, William F. Buckley, Jr. X 






Our files fail to reveal any information which will serve to 
identify the signer of the article. "Quincy" appears to be a pseudonym. - 

1 - Mr. Wick - Enclosure -" ■} ~ Mr - DeLoac!rr=TEricl5sup 

JWO'Btjah-, (4) ' qrp ; t Ag|- • i ..■ o f JAN 21 196^^ ^^ § 

wj.-j.UCj, continued — over < ;o~ * 
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Jones to Wick Memo 

REr NATIONAL REVIEW BULLETIN 

JOSEPH CHARLES SWIDLER: \ 

This item undoubtedly refers to Joseph Charles Swidler 
regarding whom we received a request for investigation from the White 
House on February 3, 1961, for the position of chairman, Federal Power 
Commission (FPC). He is currently in this position. 

Swidler was with the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) - • ' 
from 1933 to 1957 serving as General Counsel in latter years. The 
Bureau conducted several investigations concerning Swidler. In 1941 
he was the subject of a departmental applicant investigation in connection 
with his employment as an attorney in the claims division,; Department 
of Justice. In 1941-1942 we conducted a Hatch Act investigation, the 
results of which were furnished to TVA. This agency advised on 5-16-42 
the results did not require administrative action. He was the subject 
of a loyalty investigation in 1951 which resulted in advice to the Bureau 
from the Civil Service Commission that Swidler was "eligible on loyalty. " 
We also conducted an Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) investigation on 
Swidler in 1951. In 1956 a r, Q" clearance was granted him by the AEC. 

All of these investigations were 1 predicated on testimony 
giyen by two individuals before Dies committee hearings held in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, in 1940. Swidler was described as well-thought of by communist 
elements and was possibly pro -communist. It was alleged he associated 
with such individuals. .Many persons felt Swidler* s desire was for 
government ownership of public utilities, particularly in the power field, 
as opposed to private enterprise. 

A summary of the Bu reau investigation conducted in 1961 



for the White House was furnished to 



at the 



White House dated February 27, 1961. ■ Bufiles contain no .information 
concerning Swidler other than material previously furnished to the White - 
House. Identification files reveal no arrest record to date. 

- ■ ' - ' b6 

RECOMMENDATION: / . ''■'.' - ( b?c 

In view of the a rticle which currently appears in the Capital 



Bulletin, the attached letter to be approved and 



forwarded to him at the Whit e House with a copy of the "Qulncy™ article 
and the summary furnished to | | on February 27, 1961, 
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Honorable 

Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear 



Ujfi-L/Aq p, BozKLef 




^ .« ^ »~ * thought you would be interested in the item 

J£5£ WS BttUeti0?f Signed ^ »e app^nt plSym. 
^hSS^'. J^ WW* **• January 1871960, tSSflt" 
"National Review Bulletin. 'tj^±2? 

* g ™ m0 l »««Bd. February 27, 1901, was furnished tol 

l fS£SL2L < W-? P * l 5f iS eftclos ^^ your in formation. 
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No addittoaa! SU&mOiSSi is™ ZESTtHk "ffi 
regarding this indtrtdoal. "»wb«i jb rmtues 

„t th. i™ i '? le fto S er Prlnt files of the MenHflicatton Division 

of the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with m? sSiar t/7 

based ttpon avaUable *~**g&^j^£[tfs JV 
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DeLoach - sent with cover memo 
Wick - s&it with cover memo 
Mr. Sullivan - sent with cover memo 







.-> •'< 



-r— ~ ..w^ni , 1 ic 

JioeSijii, k<- 



"T&SrVUfWW* 



dated 1-18- 



"""$! * <5****- ,) '"^T'^rrftrre^jpT? ' 



r~7? 







755TR - 






- 1 ^ 






' "^ *f '!l*l&;&$-\ : Wv 



b6 
'^ b7C 



<0 



&£&> 



s#$ 












JL.-_ 



'"~T 



tf&^wii," ,£* ^ , ,. „..„ 



'^^SGStf^ 









^^^sM^^^^^^^^^^i 



■H 




Dofifni 



, Washington 



Is there suppression of news In Washington? tadfei'and 
, Gentlemen, I offer the following in evidence* it Is a story 
that several columnists and a number of Washington cor-, 
respondents have tried to 'spring loose. It remains burled, 
though It has the potential of another Hiss cas& 

• Mr. X Is the. chairman of a government agency, He Is 
blown for decisions which increase his power, hurt the In* 
dustries he regulates, do nothing lor the consumer, but con- 
tribute mightily to the process of totalitarianizing the United 

* States Government Among those In the know, Mr. X Is 
regarded as a lefroriented administrator and an Inveterate 
colonizer of the Federal Government with people beholden 
to him or sharing his Ideology. He has met on a regular 
basis with' powerful members of the Administration, includ- 
ing one Supreme Court justice, for the purpose of placing 
people in ley government Jobs/ , 

But Mr. X' has a skeleton in his closet. Back In the 1940s, 
he wcs-to quote sworn testimony at the tfme-"closety 
affiliated" with a Communist 1 celf Fthe" government. TfiT 
cell Included at least one person who has since gone to 
prison for denying his complicity in Communist activities. At 
the time, Mr. X was solicitor for an Important federal 
agency. 

He has moved upward and onward over the years until 
he was promoted In 1961 to his present sensitive pojt. When 
he received his appointment, the FBI did a full field In- 
vestigation. The report on Mr. X's past went to President 



^ s«^.r-^5j"v-*«o , jt*,- -^js/- 



'''• Kennedy. It was also placed on Attorney General Robert fesslonal outcrlers are after, ' ", 

1 F. Kennedy's desk for his Information and possible action, When Congress convenes, the fads will be Ic 
' Those who are familiar with Justice Department procedures the appropriate committees of House and Senate, Two will 
r ; .toy that it would have been Impossible for Bobby Kennedy get you five that nothing Is done about it. After all, politics 
/*.. not to.have read the report. • Is one thing, heroics is another. A few stabs may be made 

' !: * ' The "records of the FBI and the contents of Its reports on at opening the FBI file to congressional Investigators, but 
; the Investigation of government personnel are, of course, this will get nowhere. No formal hearing will be held, nor 
. i not open to anyone except with the express permission of the > will the facts be aired for public viewing. Those who wish to 

press the Issue will be treated as cranks-or worse. w 

Yet the national security Is threatened if Mr. X Is what 
ihe testimony and the investigative files would indicate. But 
the national security no longer seems of paramount import- 
ance! and has not been since the timid convinced them- 
selves that the attack on Senator McCarthy was against his 
"methods" and not his partial success in arousing the Ameri- 
can people. * .'. < 
In- a time not beset by the hysteria of the professional 
Liberals and the frenzied Yietniks, it could be stated by a 
courageous congressional' leader that the allegations In 
-the case of Mr. X should be investigated in the Interests 
of both the country and the Individual affected. Such an 
Investigation could be conducted with a minimum of politics 
and a maximum of probity. 



t ' 






I at the pleasure of the Attorney General'' 
, Therefore,- what Is locked away In Mr. X's file is buried to; 
shadow. Since these matters are handled by human beings,^ 
however, secrecy is sometimes a matter of semantics, ' 
All that can be said at this time is that those who handled 
the X report and evaluated the contents of his file were .deep-' 
ly disturbed, They cannot understand why the appointment^ 
was made public and sent for confirmation by the Senate. 
They cannot, believe that the chairman and ranking Re-*' 
publican' member of the committee which 'passed on the 
appointment could have been advised of the file's contents* 

• in this instance, there are other matters involved In this 
case which cause great concern to those who know the 
facts, Those matters cannot be 'discussed without making /k 
known the identity of Mr. X. But this writer can youch for 
their Importance.. 
Blocking disclosure of this story is no fear of libel action. 



I But the times being what they are, there will be no 
statesmanlike approach. The matter will be threshed out 
In the arena, if it Is threshed out at all, by the self-pro* 



»s; Enough of It 1$ privileged to give it body— and the rest can , _^ 

! hbrddduced*frbm thTfublishabirfactsfStanlli^irthev^' ^HTigB^^ worn < 
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of disclosure Is something far more sinister! the determined 
efforts of a small group to make mention of Communist 
and/or pro-Communist infiltration of the government ex- 
tremely hazardous. The outcry of the red-handed innocents 
' becomes deafening as it is [oined by charges of "McCarthy- 
Ism" and "John Birchism." Nuisance suits are mounted which 
sap the blood of any publication Involved. No wonder then 
that prudent editors stand clear-which Is what the pro* 



ing: Volenti non fit Injuria. 

Ironically, since Mr. X is not an appointee of the Johnson 
Administration, the President could cover himself with glory 
and all the accoutrements of Impartiality by Insisting on a 
full, fair, and responsible hearing of ail the charges and 
llieir answers. Would this be too much to ask? Echo answers 
so brazenly that there is no need to report the answer. 
. /•■• ,■; ■;•,• ' QU1NCY 
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Honorable William F« Buckley, Jr. 
Editor 

National Review , 
150 East 35th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Buckley: 

It was indeed. thoughtful of you to s^nd 

me an inscribed copy of your book entitled "The Unmaking 



x 
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nt 

O 
O 
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of a Mayor," I-very much appreciate, your kindness and 
am l ooking forward to reading it, * \ I y..%LiLlI&MJF : & vt'kl&>, 

Sincerely yours,, . ? 



WAILED 19 r 

OCT 20 1966 



jjm x m w -> ■■ » ■ i 'w w.i». n i ift . rt' i, r > ir .^ 
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NOTE: Mr. Buckley is on the Special Correspondents* List. We 
have had very cordial relations with him and he has supported t he 
Dire ctor and the Bureau in his editorials and magazine". He and | | 
I m et the Director in 1962. A quick review of the book f;e£FeetBt 
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4 OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



MR. TOLSON ■ 



MR. DELOACH 



MR.iMOHR 
MR. 



JIS 



Z- 



MR. CASPER ■ 



MR. CALLAHAN 
MR. CONRAD 



October 18, 1966 

This book, "The Unmasking of a 

Mayor, " was sent to the Director, 

with a return address of 150 East 

35th Street, New York 16, New York.^ R TAVEL 



MR. FELT _ 
MR. G ALE - 
MR. ROSEN 



MR. SULLIVAN 



It is inscribed: 
"For J. Edgar Hoover - 
- With gratitude, 

Wm F. Buckley Jr. " 
mjm 
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MR. TROTTER - 
""MR. JONES 
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«, MISS HOLMES . 
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OPTIONAL fORM MO, 10 
CSA^N. REG. NO. 27 



!^ IGNITED STATES GOagRNMENT 

Memomnaum 
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J^Tolson 3 

J DeLooch -!£_,, 
j*T Mohr/ -~£- 




CO 



FROM 



Mr, DeLoach 



: Mr. Wiej 



-/ 



DATE: 2-2-66 






Roson 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trolter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gondy 



SUBJECT: 






SDITOR 



The following is set forth for record purposes* 




BACKGROUND: 



Reference is made to a recent note to (you) Mr. DeLoach 
from William Buckley concerning a libel suit against "National Review" 
involving the publishing of names of persoiis as members of the 
Communist Party. The publication had carried an article in 1956 
stating that an FBI informant had appeared before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities (HCUA) in New Haven in 1956 and gave 
information on communist activities among Yale students. - The article 
stated further that James Kelly, RobertCraiie, and Pasquale Vecchione 
were among the -Sommunist Party members. Buc kley suggeste g^tcTyouT 



that possibly the* informant (whonfhe identified as 

testify at the upcoming libel trial and identify these individuals as 
communists. 



J could 



, J You, accordingly, 

advised Buckley that we could not be of assistance in connection with 
his suit. 



contac ted vou and stated that while 



names 




did not mentidff'*thiCbivl966 
1 he. had gi ven them to Buckl ey in a 
claims that| lis willing to Testis 



telephone call., , , , 

to that telephone conversation with Buckle y, but is reluctant to do so unless 



the FBI give s him perm ission 



effort to have 



n. L 



asked if we could intercede in an 






1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. Wick 
JYArjer v (5) 



cooperate with Buckley, in ..connection with his apt 

?a FEB 3 1365 
i , — (eontinued-on^hext page) U >J/ 



r 



R. E. Wick to DsTroach 

RE: William Buckley, Editor 



• 



ACTION TAKEN: 



Wick today told 



that the 



FBI could not become 



involved in this matter; that we could not contact 
any arrangements made -wit 

RECOMMENDATION: 



and that 
would have to be among themselves. 
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For information. 
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BeeOmfeOr 1$, 1968 
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Honorable William tf« Buekioy, 4r> 
Editor 

^rational Eeyiow 
150 last 35th Street 
Mew^or&,1Sew York 10018 

Bear Mr. Buckley: 

£tease accepfc aay sincere il^anks for your 
most £0rcepiiv# eolmsa entitled n Ths Sizssling; Dispute? 
Why Is EFK BackiBg? n Tour iucisivo analyst of the feasts 
w&icix l-properly doeamontod la certainly appreciated as it 
to! dOl^&eh. to correct the miss&lemeiifta aadjalae im~ 
l^gsionr wfcl.e& have been circulated recently. 

v ^ 'Hi My associates and l aro grateful lor your ,• 
strong ^i|port| aad wo.hopt that oar efforts w&i continue '■ 
toaaerit^our conlido&eo;. 
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*» Bi^^r K^^bt 



5 JAN.351967 



•«* 




1 - Hew York 

1 - Mr. Wick - Enclosure (Sent with memo to Acting AG of same date) 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure (Sent with memo to Acting AG of same date) 

NOTE: Mr. Buckley is on the Special Correspondents' List and is 
favorably, disposed toward the FBI. 
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\ mr.UAV F- BUCKLEY JR. 
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Slsslisig 



spmlte: 



^Why Is EFI 



IvM'ag? ■ 



! * T FIRST IT APPEARS to be a semantic problem, j 
\/-\ -nothing more; but as one looks more closely, lb j 
! becomes a titanic character struggle, an unfortunate > 
? consequence of which is that it leaves everyono won-* j 
| during whether Hoover or Kennedy is telling the truth, [ 
and poetically no one wondering why either of ttiem \ 
should think thofb is a great deal here to hide, i. «., J 
to be worth telling falsehoods about, •* ■ , j 

Vr.o first distinction is between l tho wiretap and the ; 
microphone (bug). The use of the wiretap is regulated by - 
;law; not *o the bug, which was .invented years after the 
-wiretap law. For some reason (inertia), Congress hasn't got \ 
j Around to extending to bugs the reservations it- insists on } 
(with reference to wiretaps. ■/ 

Tho general feeling in the Justice Department, how- 
ever,' has been 'that it would be unsportsmanlike to take ad- 
vantage of the technicality by using bugs with abandon. 
And co tho dispute is over the question whether, when Hoover 
used hit bugs, Kennedy, as Attorney General,' was awax© 
of their use, even' ao ho acknowledges being aware of the 
use or wiretaps as required by Congress, . . 

Certainly Hoover seems to have got the best of . -tiier 
credibility argument. ' v ■'• * > 

KENNEDY SAID. publicly that he was- not. aware that 
bu^s were being used. Whereupon Hoover promptly pre-*' 
duced ft, letter signed "Robert P. Kennedy" raising the ques- 
tion of leasing telephone lines which would' connect up to 
the FBI's bugs. 

Kennedy retaliated by producing a contemporary aifl- J 
davit 'from one Evans, a former liaison official between liim- j 
self ,C5 attorney general and the FBI, which affidavit stated [ 
that Evans had never spoken to Kennedy on behalf of tho | 
FBI on the subject of bugs- • 



\ And then thcro aro several witnesses who wcro in tho 
* &amo room with Kennedy when he listened to a taped con- 
l ve/.-.-iUon in U\<% Vegas between two hoods discussing tho i 
t unha;.py local appointment of an honest polico chief. Brace 
J yourself. Kennedy says ho didn't know tho conversation had 
[been cavcsdroppcdl Ho thought presumably, ho waa listen- 
{ Ing to C iiS.; ' ' * - '" 

! WHY DID KENNEDY do it? Let us disdain the moral 
.questions, inasmuch as they arc generally thought to bo. 
j tangential in politics, and wonder not why Kennedy told an 
-J untruth, but why he thought he could get away with it? 
| Hoover is a meticulous man. It is his profession' to safe- 
guard evidence. How very' unlikely that he would be without 
tho evidence to back up his statement that Kennedy had 
been continuously aware of eavesdropping activities by tho 
iBurcau. More likely Kennedy thought that Hoover had tho 
(evidence, alt right, but that he would not use it, so covetous 
,is ho for the privacy of his files. 

! But Hoover had been maneuvered into an impossible 
i situation. Unless he denied Kennedy's public charge of last 
{June that the TBI acted without authority in bugging tho 
JLas Vegas hoods, the FBI was acting in effect ^outside the 
\ law. It is difficult for a man whoso profession has* been 
as chief' law-enforcer of the nation to accept lightly such a 
Utigma. It is strange that Kennedy didn't get his man; 
1 stranger still that he did not know his man. . ' ._ 



Whereupon Hoover produced a memorandum from th . 
sa.mo Evans dated 1961 in which he reported that he ht<u • 
'discussed with Kennedy, at the request of Hoover, tho* u/o \ 
of microphones under certain circumstances, and Kennedy \ 
had expressed himself as "pleased" that . these fihould be I 
used, subject to tho self-denying ordinance, "where .possible \ 
in organized crime matters." . * * 

Question: Is Evans (who is no longer with the FBI) 
moro credible in I960 about what he did in 1861;. or more. 
credible in 19G1 about what ho did in 196i? 



AND, FINALLY, the most interesting point of all. Why 
is Kennedy running* so heatedly for cover? Congress haa 
authorized the wiretap under certain circumstances, and 
inferential^ -the microphone. In, the middle of President 
Kennedy's term, an assistant attorney general wrote to Sen, 
Samuel Ervin stating, that 79 wiretaps were in use, and 67. 
bugs. We now know that they were being used with the ex- 
plicit approval of Kennedy, indeed that he was "pleased" 
at the knowledge that they were being used. Why now is, he 
'so ashamed? .-.."* 

Presumably because the ideological objection to eaves- 
dropping is fanatically construed in quarters whose good 
graces Kennedy seeks ardently. There are people in the 
world whose' opposition to eavesdropping sometimes seems 
so total that they would object to eavesdropping into a con- 
versation that foretold an intention to launch Pearl Harbor. 
Congress has made most of the relevant distinctions- 
eavesdropping should be permitted under special supervision 
of the attorney general to safeguard the national security 
tand aid in the apprehension of major oriminals. If' the at- 
torney general abuses the right let the attorney general be 
Criticized or sacked; but must the weapon, invaluable as 
'a means of protecting society, be eschewed? 
j -* A vigorous defense by Kennedy of the use of bugs under 
! certain circumstances^-undcr such circumstances as he 
' authorized dining his tenure— would have been bracing to 
itho realists, but Kennedy— the same Kennedy who began 
| his tenure as attorney, general by^asking for an even wider 
use of eavesdropping mechanisms— has learned. his liberal 
* catechisms indelibly, and is, until the spell is broken^com- 
1 pletcly m wu*alL , • • - -Jy* t ** •'*• -n--^" -~* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Mr. DeLoach 



date: April 20, 1967 



from : R. E. Wick 



SUBJECT: 



O 



WILLIAM P. BUCKLEY, JR. 
"FIRING LINE" 

INVITATION FOR DIRECTOR TO TAP! 
TELEVISION SHOW WITH BUCKLEY 




faUt/f"* 



By reference from the Director's Office, Bishop in mv 
Office re ceived a call on the afternoon of 4/19/67 from 






who is conne cted, with the television show , M William Buckley's 



Firing Line, " which is televised weekly from 10:00 to 11:00 p.m. on 
Saturday nights over New York TV Station WOR-TV. 
number of stations throughout 'the country. [ 



and is seen on a 
stated that 



Mr. Buckley is to be in Washington eitBTer- the week^gf-May 1, 1967, 

or May 15, 1967, and he had asked her ^determine if Mr. Hoover 

would be agreeable to taping a one -hour television show with 

Mr. Buckley for subsequent broadcast on-the above television show. 

She sHted the: subjects to be discussed would be mutually agreeable to \ 

Buckley alid^Mr. Hoover and could be taped at a local television station V| ^ 






b7C 



y 



in Washington* 



Bishop explained to 



that Mr. Hoover's 



• schedule is extremely heavy and it was doubtfjil that it would be possib 
for Mr. Hoover to work with ¥r. Buckley in making this program. 
Since she insisted that Mr. Buckley was most anxious to have 
Mr. Hoover on the program, Bishop advised her he would check wr 
the Director. 




Buckley is the Editor of "National Review, Tt New York 
City, and has been most favorable -to the Bureau. 

•tfS-^ to 7i W~fe 996 -^ 

In view of the Director's notation on the pink slip prepared , 
by the Telephone Room to the effect th at he did not w ish to appear on the 




program, Bishop subsequently advised 



telephonically on 



4/20/67 that Mr. Hoover's schedule made it impossible for him to -tape 

"""Muaoue "^r ^ JT'Ji TiTgW * t i fit" i " i u' m -' * 

this interview, although he appreciated Mr. Buckley's invitation. 



El 



f^m RECOMMENDATION: 

'6MAY2 1961!fNone. For information. 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Miss Holmes 1 - Mr. Jones 

"1 - Miss Gandy TEBrdse 



25 1967 



ones 
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UNITED STATES G <WfcRNMENT 



Memorandum 



$ 



TO 



PROM 



SUBJECT: 






Mr. Bishojbljj/ 
M/^J&L 

O 

[LLIAM F. BUCKLEY 
^'FI RING LINE'^T^ER OGBAIVL, 
11736 A.M., SUNDAY, 2- 18 - 68 



Tolson — 
DeLoach . 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 



DATE: 2-19-68 



^1 



Rosen 
■% Sulllvai 

* Tavel . 



Hi 



Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 



The above- captioned program was monitored by SA 
Crime Research Section. 



r It will be recalled that former Assistant to the Director 

L. a. llMchols recently advised you that one of the p jggl ists,on the jhoy^ 
v ^ A Ledjfctierne, Ex ecutive Director_of_the Research In stitute of America 
vL ^J^ made a statement on the show that he had opposed formeiTSenatof Joseph 
McCarthy in his campaign for Senator from Wisconsin in 1946 because 
McCarthy was supported by communists. Cherne said he had consulted 
Mr/^Nichols of the FBI about this and SNichols had suggested that he 
oppose McCarthy. Mr. Nichols advised you that he had no recollection 
\ of this incident and was certain he never so advised Cherne. He said 
Ihe had contacted both Cherne and Buckley about this matter and he had 
I indicated he would delete Cherne 1 s remark from the show... , 

t No reference to this incident was contained 'in the show as 

J broadcast in Washington. The program consisted m ainly- of a discu ssion 



he 

b7C 



and 



concerning the alleged cropped photograph of Private 
Army Secretary Stevens which figured (^prominently during the Army- 
McCarthy hearings. Appearing on the program were Rpy Cohn, former 
assistant to Senato r McCarthy during the hearings, Jsimes D. St. Clair/, ? 

Robert Welch, Leo Cherne, mentioned above and 



Emile DeAntonio, co-producer of the movie "Point of Order" which was 
about the Army-McCarthy hearings:*H' Dilh^u 



*, 



<£§* Also discussed duri ng the program by Roy,C.ohn-and« ? James 

St.4Clai.i1 was the incident in which I l a member of (Welch's 



evss 



law€irmj was -brought up during the hearings by Senator McCarthy and 
his farmer membership in the National Lawyers Guild alluded, to by him 

n W bV Mr - D ^ oach \ ' Jf- ^ lli ^ CONTINUED - OVER 

ji ,<■,,,££. Mr> Bishop 1 - Mr. Morrell 



JWO'B:mac 

will t»*" 
7 1988 



1 - Mr. Jones 



ZZ FEB m 1968 



!&' 





• 



M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 



Conn sai d that prior to Senator McCarthy's revelatio n concer ning 
he had an agreement with Welch not to bring[ |into 



b6 
b7C 



theMcCarthy hearings. Ro y Cohn sa id he mentioned this agreement 



I 



Iname was brought up and 



to Senator McCarthy before 

McCarthy had agreed not to discuss! , ^____ a _^ 

said that the Senator lost his temper and mentioned l """ ""[ anyway 



in the h earings. Cohn 



and accused Welch of attempting to place an individual who had 
communist sympathies as a member of his, McCarthy's, committee. 
Cohn agreed that by this action McCarthy played into Welch's hands 
giving h im an opportunity to make a dramatic refusal to discuss 
further during the hearings and by making it possible for 



Welch to finish his cross-examination on a grand gesture involving 
principle. 



At no time during the hearings was the Bureau or the 
Director mentioned. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 



/ 




f* 



(^ 




-2- 



y</" .... 

7 *" j* *3>fKfMl ? fORM NO. 10 

^ hiAY" P?61 JfcDWIOr* 
^* GSA GEN. *£G. NO. 27 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES •j^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr Mohr 

Jo Jo Casper dW ' S 

w 

"NATIONAL REVIEW" 
5-30-67 ISSUE 



Tolson 
DeLoacli 



date: May 26, 1967 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Casper 
1- Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 



/ 



// 




6 



1 



Mr, Tolson inquired whether the publication of a 
of an alleged New York Times article concerning the Director which 
appears in the 5-30-67;, issue of the "National Review" could be the' 
subject of legal action against the magazine and its publisher/ W illiam 
•Buckley, Jr,T ? &"• C*' * 

Our research indicates that a tort action charging defamation 
could be maintained only if certain facts could be proven.' The, American 
f Law Institute Restatement of the Law of Torts, one of the authoritative 
i sources in this area, says that it is libel per se to accuse a man falsely 
[of sexual misconduct. However, -it also provides that "the meaning of a 
communication is that which the recipient correctly, or mistakenly but 
| reasonably, understands that it was intended to express. " "if the commun- 
ication is reasonably understood in a defamatory sense by the recipient, 
•it* is immaterial that the person making the communication intended it to 
be understood in an innocent sense. " "Jh determining the meaning of a 
communication, words; whether written or spoken, are to be construed 
together with their context. Words which standing alone may reasonably 
be understood as defamatory may be so explained or qualified by their 
context as to make such an interpretation unreasonable. . . . The context 
of a defamatory imputation includes all parts of the communication which 
are ordinarily heard or- read with it. < Thus, the text of a newspaper article 
is ordinarily not the context of the headline, although it may explain or 
qualify a defamatory imputation conveyed when the headline alone is read. 
This is so because the public frequently reads only the headlines of a 
newspaper or reads the article itself so hastily or imperfectly as not to 
realize the full significance thereof. On the other hand, the entire contents 
ofapersortal letter are considered as the context of any part thereof because 
a ? recipient of such a letter ordinarily, reads the entire communication at 
onetime." , 9**-W99$ m —- 
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Memorandum J. J. Casper to Mr. Mohr 
Re: "National Review" 
5-30-67 Issue 



Therefore, since Buckley has attempted to explain his lack 
of good judgment in this instance by claiming that "he would be gravely 
concerned i£ anyone misunderstood the article . . ."we would have to prove, 
in an action at law, that his efforts to indicate the material was merely a 
"parody" were not sufficient and that the ordinary reader of the article would 
accept the material at face value without comprehending its intended significance. 
In view of this, there appears to be little basis for a successful libel action. . 

This case is not controlled by such decisions as New York 
Times Co. v. Sullivan, 3 76 U. S. 254 (1964) because there the publication 
concerned the official conduct of a public officer while here the allegations 
concern personal conduct. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



None . . . for information. 
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/■ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

J Memorandum 



TO 



Mi\ Bisho 




from : G. E. MalmfeldtQc^^ 

4 M \ 

subject: WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY, JR. 
EDITOR 

NATIONAL REVIEW 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 



• 



DATE: 6-27-68 



Tolson _ 
DeLoach 




C<\spe! 



Callahan . 

Conrad 

b6 ^It 

Gale 

D ! ^ Rosen . 







One June 25th the Director received a copy of 
Mr. Buckley 1 s new book entitled M The Jewelers Eye. " It was 
received without cover letter but with a card saying it was sent 
with the compliments of the author. The FBI is not mentioned. 

It will be recalled Mr. Buckley was removed from 
the Special Correspondents List May 25/ 1967 r at=the, Dire cjar's 
instructions followingJIudy^^ 

of the New York Times which appeared iK the tT NaticmaKKe.view rt 
oiTM|^^ attempted toffee humorxais^at.the 

expense of the,Dire£tor. u "i" ' ^ ^ 



RECOMMENDATION: 

In view of the above, it is recommended that the, 
receipt of the book not be acknowledged. 



i^ 



^ 



x 



'jjL - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
JNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



(6/25/68) 

he attache^^ook, 'IThe^ 
Jeweler's Eye," was sent to 
the Director with the 
compliments, of the author, 
William F.^uckley, Jr. 



MR. TOLSON 
MR. DELOACH 

MOHR 
iJtR^ BISHOP, 
MR, CASPER 





MR. CALLAHAN 

MR. CONRAD 

MR. FELT 

MR. GALE 



MR. ROSEN 



MR. SULLIVAN 
MR. TAVEL 



MR. TROTTER- 
MR. JONES 



According to the Index, there 
are no references to the Director 
or the FBI in the book. 



TELE. ROOM - 
MISS HOLMES - 
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Compliments of the Author 
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Mr; Toiso: 
Mr* DeLoa 
Mr. Mohrf 
Mr., Bush 
Mr.- Casper, 
Mr/ Callahan 
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frKSvaiivar, 



« 



July 9, 1968 



dr. Tavelri-i 

Mr.' Trcjtter,^ — — 

Tele- Rp6m - 

TSIissV Holmes; — - 
Miss GaTidy.^ 



Mr. WiiiiamF.Wcldey, Jr. '." '" 

150 E, 35th St.-. ■'"* '■'-',.. • ;... 

Heto Vork City 16 , Hew York,'/-' ,C 

Dear Hr. Bucfcigy* •'• .••.,.','.".,--.',-' ; ■ 

Your article, "King* a Killer -Who Helped Him?" appeared in 
the Birmingham NetfU on Jttly 5, 1968. You referred to the *pafo&m 
church in the article*. ,T.V. ne^Bcastejea have referred to the; 
bombing of the Negro Church oh many occasions* ; 



b6 . 
blC'' 



The Federal Government sent l I to Birshing» 

ham to discover tsfoo was responsible for the bombing of the church, 
"they only stayed a few days and their report has not: been released,. 

to the public. "•'..'''' ' '"'.;-. ''•.'/,.'."■*'■'" '.':...■ y^';. ,' • '.; 

; In Jamas Bsld\?i»*s story on "Sidney Beitier" which appeared in 
the July 23 issue of ''look" » it referred to the nairder. of four little 
girls in BirEtfnghsm aft page 51. • ';,, __, '' . ,;^ ,■■/-' 'V 

It seems to ma' to be time to let the 1 «hole nation have the 
truth about the bombing of the Hegro Church in Birmingham, that 
resulted in the deaths of four Uegro girls* -Xf | I did 



learn t&o bombed the ehurch* $iy have we got haei told? I*y not 

let "the\pubIic;. : know $toS^S, erjMnalwas*^ V.""" ' " "" -'" '*'-* s ~ '" '- ~"~ 

tHntsae elv vougn. 



U 

cc:s,:' 



!»' fi ' - ■! — : : — ' : — ~ 

s r ,Mr.'. j^Edgar.aoatlr^^ nfe* Vl }fi ^ !§ M, 
"Congressman John Buchannan/ Jr." ' ¥J 

i 181968 •,-■ 'rt/s^T : ' 
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f Tolson 
DeLoach 
L\ Mohr 
1 \ Bishop 
I jasper 
I Callahan 
B \onrad — 



Honorable William F. Buclsley, Jr, 

Editor*«m*-Chief 

National Keview 

15Q East SSth Street 

New York, New York 10016 

Bear Mr* Buckley* 

^ ~ank you for your thoughtfulnees in sending me the infor- 
mation on frjaeffilymj ja Press and for your invitation to join in a suit 
against that orgaiilSat'ion an^ the publisher, 

I share your disgust; at being made a target of defamation 
for profit j. and I have no reason to doubt the stated view of your attorney 
that the law still leaves room for a successful lawsuit in this case. I am 
not convinced, however, that it would he wise for me to bring suit. First* 
a lawsuit would not undo the damage already done? those who want to believe 
the worst about a public figure will never be convinced of the contrary. 
Second, those who cater to them thrive on publicity* and sometimes find 
In that publicity more effective advertising than is otherwise available to 
them. Third, I frankly doubt that such a lawsuit would be "sealed" from 
start to finish. The right of appeal alone, to say nothing of other possible 
ities, would seemingly bring the matter to public knowledge. .And last* 
years of experience in being a target-for personal attacks of many kinds 
made by many different elements of society have convinced me that the vast 
majority of the American people neither read this sort of thing: norjut any 
faith in it when it does come incidentally to their attention* A ¥ 

Sincerely yours, I — *—■ wmmmm """""" o^ 

3. Edgar Hoover , ,. , Q 1Qfifl 

, - t * ^ia JUL ,,? r BW 
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1 - Mr. DeLoacril ^| V/ 

. Bishop. vv,S;^»jff?<NJi' ^ 
aga Ay ^ ? 

ffl'S^W^ rNOTEtj^ ©as,ed*on memo Casper to Mohr, 7/1/69, re: "Libel 

and Slander, M DJD: aga. 
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MENT 
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N 



Tolson 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. Mohr 



date: July 1, 1969 



J. J. Q2& 
subject: LIBEL AND SLANDER 





h€ Cai 
b7C Conr ' 



Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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-^Attached confidential memorandum of June 24, 1969,. J^mT^ ] 
William F. Buckley, .. Jr. , to the Director.andJ^her^pr.ominent_per^ons.re.quests/ 
eacn ot the recipients_.to"j oin..Buckley in. a lawsuit against~Maurice_Gir.odias and " 
his company, The Olympia' Press, for libel contained in a book recently printed 
by an affiliate of The Olympia Press. 

Training Division agrees with the reported opinion of Buckley's 
lawyer that the lawsuit would be successful. The leading Supreme Court decision 
of New York Times Company v. Sullivan , 376 U. S. 254 (1964) permits suit for 
libel and slander by public'figures and public officials against those who have made 
defamatory charges in reckless disregard of whether those charges are true or 
untrue. The case here is precisely that. The publisher has made a defamatory 
charge against many scores of persons, ancient and modern, in what he frankly 
labels "a Hearsay Reference Work. " It is obvious on its face that the publisher 
has published this "Hearsay" information with a reckless disregard of whether it 
is true or not, without any basis for knowing whether it is true, and without any 
1 attempt to determine -whether it is true. This appears to be almost a classic 
example of defamation in reckless disregard for the truth. It is actionable. 



\£a~«j* — 



The wisdom of suit is doubtful. First, we do not credit the statement 
reportedly made by the clerk of the court that the matter would be -sealed. New 
York courts can seal a private lawsuit, but the loser has the right of appeal which 
would unseal the record. Second, it may be the publicity which could be had from 
a lawsuit that the accused wants most to get. Third, Buckley indicates no financial 
target that would make the lawsuit profitable in the money sense. For these reasons 
and others stated in the attached suggested letter to Buckley we do hot recommei 
joining Buckley in the lawsuit. <^' . D rpco^Z/ 



RECOMMENDATION: 




1 




Fhat attached letter be sent to William F. 




Enclosures 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 

\r* Mr. Bisjio 









■« jul m 

Buckley, Jr. 
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Tolson _ 

SulUvan . 
Mohr ,_ 



* 



October 1, 1970 



«*AA fjti^lfl ^° 



\J- 




I have received the copy of your letter of Septem- 
ber 24th to Mr. William Buckley ^nd am grateful for your thought- 
fulness in sending it to me. Your support of this Bureau is very 
much appreciated and it is hoped our endeavors will continue to 
merit your approval. v . . 

Sincerely yours, 

. J. Edgar Hoover; \r 
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s 1 - Birmingham - Enclosure 



NOTE: Bufiles disclose we wrote 
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in May, 1964, acknowledging 



Bishop 

Bronnan,„C.D. 
Callahan 
Casper 
: Qonrad 
Feit 
Gale 
Uosen 
Tavcl _i 
Walters 
Soyars 
Tele. Room > 

Holmes" _ 

Gandy i 



her kind remarks regarding the Director'sadministratipn of the fBI. 
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Heflin, Ala. 56264 
Sept* 2k, 1970 



o 

Kr« William Buckley 
FIRIK3- LINE 
Auburn Tel$visio& 
Auburn* Ala*. 



Dear Mr* Buckley, 



\ This is to TF§gfft^ x>ur strong opposition to a reniark 
that vas Biade by a K^^^sjifii^pjasa^ydur program Recently* and 
acknowledged by you* tMto'» J* Edgar Hoover is ° a 3ok§ 1 ** 



We happen to believe that our country owes a deep debt of 
gratitude to Kr. Hoover* and to repeat such propaganda on 
your program without clarifying the element from which ii 
must have come* is to undermine a man and an office that id 
very important to every one of us* 

Years ago I wrote Mr. Hoover of my personal appreciation 

for his selfless service, regardless of politic^ and personal 

sacrifices, So that he will know certain ordinary citisens 

are still willing to n go to bat i1 for him, a copy of this 

tx letter is being sent, his way* 

m 

o - 

;3 r? ^ If you have any answar you'd like to make* you Bay vjant 
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rS' also to send him a copy* 
J? CO 

CO 
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Sincerely yours* 



Qopy: KB* <3VB. Roove? 



Mr.Brenn 
Mr. CallaMi._ 
Mr. Casper- 
Mr. Conrad~„ 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale„ 
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Mr. TaveL 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 
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Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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ICOPY MADE FOR MS. TOLSON 




CORRESPONDENCE 
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j'Mr. ^soiiJ^- | 



___^*-^3 
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Mr,-'Mohr .^1^ 

I\Ir\ Caspar 7 ,~~~4 
Mr. CViU^ui .u_. 1 

Mr. 
M 

Mr 3 ifulfi%n. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 



10 



L 



£ 



J*"¥V 



^ <« 



F It is our pleasure to se;nd you the 
enclosed interview with frill jam F. 
£j Buckley, Jr. , reprinted "from the 
May issue of PLAYBOY' Magazine, 

| We would be delighted to hear -- and 
| would certainly value — any comments 
x you have concerning this interview 
| which we might use in our Letters to 
the Editor column. 
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A. C. Spectorsky 
Editorial Director 
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•Willi n if & W 

'PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: VvRm^AM fio ju/wvwiMdUJlj, 

a candid conversation with the acidulous columnist, polemicist, 
editor, broadcaster and articulate exemplar of conservatism 



"Hello, 7ny learned friend. Hoxo goes 
the empire?'* Recently returned jrom a 
fact- finding trip to Vietnam and in the 
?nidst of one of the several speaking 
tours he makes each year to spread the 
conservative word, William F. Buckley, 
Jr., is on the long-distance line with Henry 
Kissinger, President Nixon's lop foreign- 
policy advisor. The call is chatty, but 
Buckley assures him — by xoay of pream- 
ble to a debriefing session that will take 
place later in Washington — that "all the 
indices are good" over in Saigon. "As 
usual;' he adds, "I think I've found the 
keys to the universe." 

"As usual" is right. When he was six 
years old, Buckley wrote the king of 
England that it xoas high time for that 
country to get serious about repaying 
its World War One debt. At prep 
school, he crashed a faculty meeting to 
denounce a teacher for refusing to alloxo 
him to express his political vieios in class. 
And xoithin 48 hours of his arrival at a 
San Antonio Army base in 19-16, he had 
written the commanding general that 
the post xoas mismanaged. An inter- 
mediary intercepted that letter — one of 
the few times cooler heads have prevent- 
ed Buckley from expressing himself. "To 
the extent that one has confidence in 
one's intuitions" Buckley told an inter- 
viexoer some years ago, "one xoants to 
share them. I have great confidence in 
mine." During the past txoo decades, he 
has used every propaganda device except 
the teach-in to broadcast those intuitions 
and, in so doing, has found himself char- 
acterized as "an unprincipled, egocentric 



rvpvnry^ 



■V'f 



"Nohudy would have thought Ixoice 
about My Lai if there had been a 
machine-gun nest there and xoe had 
plastered the village from the air, result- 
ing: in an identical loss of life" 



intellectual exhibitionist," "the most 
dangerous undergraduate Yale has seen 
in years" and "an urbane front man for 
the most primitive and vicious emotions 
in the land" But Buckley has also been 
called "a true liberal in the old, tradi- 
tional sense of the xoord," "a brilliant 
journalist" and — by his friend John 
Kenneth Galbraith — "the only reaction- 
ary I ever met xoith a sense of .humor." 
In an ■ insightful essay, "God's Right 
Hand," for last May's playboy, George 
F. Gilder captured the prevalent Middle 
American attitude toward his subject: 
"'He's so brilliant he frightens me,'" an 
unidentified middle-aged xooman gushed. 
"'But I love it/" 

The man and the political philosophy 
responsible for these heated judgments 
grew and flourished in the patrician, in- 
tellectually competitive atmosphere of 
the family estate in rural Connecticut. 
Buckley is the sixth of ten children of 
a .Texas-born laxoyer-turned-millionaire- 
oilman xoho studiously inculcated in his 
children the rightness of Catholicism, 
yesterday's America, the free-enterprise 
system and the rugged, individualistic 
pursuit of excellence — faiths that none of 
them is known ever to have questioned, 
let alone abandoned. Txoo measures of 
William, Jr.'s success as his father's son 
are that he earned the sobriquet "the 
young mahsl.er" from his siblings, and 
that his father xoas constrained to ad- 
monish Bill xohen he xoas 15 to "learn 
to be more moderate in the expression 
of your views and try to express them 
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"Martin Lrnher King's attempt to sanc- 
tify civil disobedience is at least one of 
his legacies; if it emerges as his principal 
legacy, then he should certainly be re- 
membered as a bad historical force" 



in a xoay that xoould give as little offense 
as possible to your friends." 

Buckley got his firsCbig chance to give 
real offensd at Yale,. which he entered 
after his Army service. There he learned 
hoxo to fly, xoas tapped for the best clubs 
and accepted — xohile still an undergradu- 
ate — as a faculty member in the Spanish 
department. But all this xoas peripheral 
to his polemics: As -a debater and chair- 
man of the Yale Daily News, he gave 
notice that at least one member of the 
Fifties' Silent Generation wasn't going to 
be. In 1951, the year after his graduation, 
Buckley leaped from the status of local 
irritant to national notoriety as the bete 
noire of liberal education with "God and 
Man at Yale" — a book that anticipated, 
in spades, the faculty critiques that so 
7nany of today's militant student bodies 
produce for themselves. Buttressed xoith 
quotes from lectures and assigned texts, 
and predicated on Buckley's oxon inimi- 
table definition of academic freedom, the 
book accused Yale's departments of reli- 
gion and economics, especially, of pro- 
moting both atheism and collectivism. 
"God and Man" drexo fire: "As a believ- 
er in God, a Republican and a Yale 
graduate," McGeorge Bundy xorote xohen 
it xoas published, '7 find that the book 
is dishonest in its use of facts, false in 
its theory and a discredit to its author" 

But the deepest and ?nost bitter liberal 
animosity toward Buckley dales from the 
appearance of "McCarthy and His Ene- 
mies" which Buckley and his brother-in- 
law L. Brent Bozell xorote in 1954. The 
txoo writers acknoxoledgcd some of the 
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"I have discovered a nexo sensual treat, 
which the readers of playboy should be 
the first to knoxo about. It is to have 
the President of the United States take 
nofas w/fffff you Qj£ fftfffftft?* to Mm" 
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IViscoihwi Senator's cxccsses^frckley 
would insist that they acknoxolW*ed all 
of them — but maintained that "as long 
as McCarthyism fixes its goal with its 
present precision, it is a movement 
around which men of good will and 
stem morality can close ranks/' Among 
the least outraged of the book's reviexoers 
was IV i Mam S. White, who wrote in The 
New York Times Book Review, "What 
is urged is not only that the end justifies 
the means but that a moral end justifies 
immoral means" 

Following the publication of "Mc- 
Carthy and His Enemies" Buckley 
poured his energies — and his money — 
into National Review, America's only 
substantial right-of -center political jour- 
nal* In the first issue of the magazine — 
which appeared in 1955 ten days before 
his 30th birthday — Buckley announced 
that its purpose xaas to "stand athwart 
history yelling 'Stop!' at a time when 
no one is inclined to do so, or to have 
much patience with those who urge it" 
In 1962, he began writing his syndicated 
newspaper column "On the Right" 
and in 1966, launched his television 
shoxo "Firing Line" Both ventures un- 
doubtedly have greater impact than the 
magazine — the column is the second 
most popular in the country (number 
one is Washington columnist Jack An- 
derson) and the shoxo is seen in 86 cities 
and toxons — but it is as the editor of Na- 
tional Review that Buckley seems to de- 
fine himself. It xoas in the pages of NR 
that he did battle xoith Ayn Rand and the 
John Birch Society ("For all I knoxo, 
Robert Welch thinks I'm a Communist 
plot/' Buckley was quoted as saying at 
the height of that controversy), called for 
the nuclear destruction of Red China's 
atom-bomb potential and published such 
xoell-knoxon conservative thinkers as 
Whit taker Chambers, Russell Kirk and 
James Burnham. 

And it was in his magazine that Buck- 
ley refined his contempt for liberal Re- 
publicanism to the point where he felt 
obliged to oppose its most glamorous 
embodiment, John V. Lindsay, in New 
York's 1965 mayoral campaign. That ad- 
venture failed to get Buckley elected — 
xoh'ich neither he nor anyone else ever 
considered a real possibility — and failed 
also in its major purpose of wresting 
victory from Lindsay, xohom Buckley de- 
lights in dismissing as "destiny's tot" 
But Buckley's presence in the campaign 
infused it xoith a candor and wit that 
hadn't been seen in U. S, electoral poli- 
tics since Adlai Stevenson's first cam- 
paign and xoould not be seen again until 
Norman Mailer ran for the same post 
four years later. (Mailer is, in fact, a 
frequent Buckley platform rival — and 
personal friend.) The mayoral campaign 
also produced "The Unmaking of a May- 
or," xohich Buckley considers his best 
book. Many critics do, too. "His sense of 
comedy rode triumphantly through a 



lu?nps," liberal columnist Murray Ke^7- * 
ton wrote of the memoir. "His under- 
standing that comedy must be serious 
provides us xoith many cranky but unex- 
pectedly useful reflections on the New 
York ordeal." 

Buckley kept his cool through the cam- 
paign: He eschexoed sidewalk politicking 
altogether, and the closest he got to 
venom xaas the crack "xohich fact should 
be obxtious," in response to his Demo- 
cratic opponent's boast of having been 
educated by the city of Nexv York. But 
the famous Buckley sang-froid vanished 
in a flash three summers later, xohen he 
exchanged insults with felloxo commen- 
tator Gore Vidal on ABC-TV during the 
course of the roughest night of the 1968 
Democratic Convention in Chicago. "Not 
since George Sanders divorced Zsa Zsa 
Gab or has so much talent been xoas ted 
on such a nasty spat," Newsweek said 
of the encounter, its subsequent maga- 
zine amplifications and resultant law suits. 

More recent — and more characteristic 
— Buckley activities include his appoint- 
ment by President Nixon to the five- 
member Advisory Commission of the 
. TJS1A and work on four Buckley- 
. authored or -inspired books that xoill ap- 
pear this year. "Odyssey of a Friend" — a 
collection of Whittakcr Chambers letters 
received and noxo edited by Buckley — 
xoas published in January. "Quotations 
from Chairman Bill" appeared on April 
30; "Did You Ever See a Dream Walk- 
ing?" xoill- be published at the end of 
this month for general audiences and in 
December as a textbook under the title 
"American Conservative Thought in the 
Twentieth Century." And "The Gover- 
nor Listeth" — like "The Jexoeler's Eye" 
(1968), a compilation of Buckley's favor- 
ite columns and magazine articles — is 
scheduled for publication late next 
month. 

Associate Editor David Butler, xoho 
conducted this interviexo xoith Buckley 
in locales as far-flung as Stockton, Cali- 
fornia, and Rougemont, Switzerland — 
Buckley's winter retreat — writes of his 
subject: "He exudes a personal charm 
that comes across in neither his lectures 
nor his writing and seldom in his televi- 
sion appearances. In a hotel, for example, 
the bellboys who bring him the several 
pots of coffee he drinks a day are treated 
to the kind of smiles and small talk that 
can issue only from a man xoho genuine- 
ly likes people, and the strangers who 
- stop him on the street to say they watch 
'Firing Line', every xoeekare answered 
•with a 'Nice to meet you' and a toothy 
smile that xoould shame Nelson Rocke- 
feller. 

"The second remarkable thing about 
the man is his energy. f God, I had a 
great day last xoeeh/ he told me xohen I 
arrived in SxoUzerland. 'I did a column 
on the train to Geneva in the morning, 
gave a talk there, came back here and 



skied all afternoon, went to a marvelous 
chamber-music concert that night and 
then got in a couple of hours' painting.' 
In Ncxo York, xoe talked one night until 
2:50. Buckley then felt like singing, so 
xoe took our cognac and cigars into the 
living room for a half hour of Cole 
Porter songs — Buckley is an accomplished 
pianist — and, finally, he insisted on driv- 
ing me. to my hotel on hut Honda. 
When I arrived at hit apartment later 
that same day, hk gracious, almost equal- 
ly energetic xoife, Patricia, told me he 
had been | up, making the day's first 
phone calls, at seven. Despite the pace, 
xohen Buckley folded himself into a chair 
for a taping session, it xoas as if no one 
else in the xoorld had a claim on his 
time. His xtoice xoas less sonorous than 
it is in public, but his ansxoers xoere as 
erudite and intricately phrased as his 
writing. My first meeting xoith Buckley 
took place in mid-December, and it xoas 
xoith the imminent end of the decade 
that the questioning began" 

PLAYBOY: It's already a cliche* to say that 
the Sixties were a remarkable decade. 
Looking back, what event or develop- 
ment stands out in your mind as most 
important? 

BUCKLEY: The philosophical acceptance 
of coexistence by the West. 
PLAYBOY: Why "philosophical"? 
BUCKLEY: Because a military acceptance of 
coexistence is one thing;' that I under- 
stand. But since America is, for good 
reasons and bad, a moralistic power, the 
philosophical acceptance of coexistence 
ends us up in hot pursuit of reasons for 
that acceptance. We continue to find 
excuses for being cordial to the Soviet 
Union; our denunciations of that coun- 
try's periodic barbarisms — as in Czech- 
oslovakia — become purely perfunctory. 
This is a callousing experience; it is a 
lesion of our moral conscience, the his- 
torical effects of which cannot be calcu- 
lated, but they will be bad. 
PLAYBOY: Among the reasons cited for a 
detente with the Soviet Union is the 
fact that the money spent on continuing 
hot and cold wars with the Communist 
bloc \vould be better spent for domestic 
programs. With the 150 billion dollars 
we've spent in Vietnam since 1965, 
according to some estimates, we could 
have eliminated pollution throughout 
the country and rebuilt 24 major cities 
into what New York's Mayor Lindsay 
has said would be "paradises." Do you 
think our priorities are out of order? 
BUCKLEY: When I find myself entertaining 
that possibility, I dismiss my thinking as 
puerile. But first let me register my 
objection to your figures: It's superficial 
to say that the Vietnam war has cost us 
150 billion dollars. It has cost us X 
dollars in excess of what we would have 
spent on military or paramilitary enter- 
prises even if there had been no war. 
That sum I have seen estimated at 
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between IS and 22 .billion dollfp year. 
Now. suppose I were to tell you that if 
Kcrcnski had prevailed in. Russia in 
1917. wc would at this point have a 
budget excess sufficient to create the city 
of Oz in Harlem and everywhere else. 
The correct response to such a state- 
ment, for grownups, is twofold. -First, we 
are not — unfortunately — in a position to 
dictate the activity of the enemy; we 
cannot ask him please to let down be- 
cause wc need money for Harlbm. Sec- 
ond, there are no grounds for assuming 
that the Ameiican people would have 
consented to spending the kind of mon- 
ey we're spending on the Vietnam war 
for general welfare projects. They might 
have said, "No, we'd rather keep the 
money and do what we want with it." I 
suspect they would have said just that, 
and with justification: The bulk of the 
progress that has been made in America 
has been made by the private sector. 
PLAYBOY: With reference to the first part 
of your answer: At the strategic-arms- 
limitations talks, aren't we actually ask- 
ing the Russians to let down their guard 
if wc let ours down? 
BUCKLEY: Yes, we are. And, ideally, there 
would be massive, universal disarma- 
ment. But we don't live in an ideal 
world. The fact is that the Soviet Union 
is prepared to make remarkable sacrifices 
at home in order to maintain its military 
muscle abroad. It is prepared to do so in 
a world that has .seen the United States 
pull out from dozens of opportunities to 
imperialize. We have walked out of 21 
countries — I think that's the accepted 
figure — that we've occupied in the past 
30 years. The Soviet Union has walked 
only out of Austria, for very complicated 
reasons. Under the circumstances, one 
must assume that the arrant armament 
expenditures by the Soviet Union — for 
instance, 20 billion dollars to develop its 
ABM system and its MIRVs — have to 
do* with the attraction of a first-strike 
capability. There is only one known 
explanation, for instance, for the known 
"footprint" — the configuration — of the 
MIRVs the Soviet Union has been prac- 
ticing with. Those missiles are exactly 
patterned after our Minuteman installa- 
tions. If the Soviets intended their 
MIRVs only as a deterrent to an Ameri- 
can first strike, they would aim those 
missiles at American cities. But they 
aren't being fashioned that way. Now, I 
don't think the collective leadership of 
Russia would dream of making a first 
strike for so long as we are in a position, 
to inflict insupportable damage in a sec- 
ond Mrike, whatever the urgings of their 
Dr. Strangeloves, who are not without in- 
fluence. But, manifestly, America is not 
preparing for a first strike. If we were, 
we would be aiming our weapons not at 
Russia's population centers but at her 
military installations — and we're not. 
PLAYBOY: The best information available 
—from hearings of the Senate Foreign 



Relations Committee at which Be™ 
' Secretary of Defense David Packard ap- 
peared — h that we are well ahead of the 
Soviet Union in the development of 
MIRVs, and it's generally conceded that 
wc conceived the system. Doesn't this 
suggest both that the threat posed by the 
Russian MIRVs is less than you imply 
and that their MIRVs may have been 
developed as a defense against ours? 
BUCKLEY: The question of who conceived 
the system is immaterial. Who makes it 
operational is what matters. It is only a 
happy coincidence that Jules Verne was 
a non-Communist. On the question of 
whose MIRVs are more advanced, a) 
your information is. unhappily, incorrect 
and b) it is irrelevant to the question 
of whether MIRVs are designed for 
' offensive or defensive purposes. 
PLAYBOY: MIT professor Leo Sartori, 
writing in The Saturday Review, implies 
that some of our ICBMs are aimed at 
Russia's missiles rather than at her cit- 
ies. Doesn't this indicate that the U. S. is 
prepared — to the point of overkill— for 
a massive first strike against the Soviet 
Union? 

BUCKLEY: Look. The intellectual, attempt- 
ing to evaluate the military situation, 
tends to fasten on a frozen position. He 
says, "Assuming apocalypse were tomor- 
row, how would the two sides stand?" But 
it is the responsibility of the military to 
understand how military confrontations 
actually work — which means that you 
cannot prepare for Tuesday by being 
absolutely prepared for Monday. In a 
world in which it takes between four 
and eight years to develop what is actual- 
ly intended as a first-strike defensive sys- 
tem, you may, in the course of preparing 
for that system, find yourself temporarily 
with a first-strike superiority. A carica- 
ture of what I'm talking about is the 
sudden apprehension by Darryl Zanuck 
when he was filming The Longest Day — 
on the Normandy invasion — that he ac- 
tually found himself in command of the 
third largest military force in the world. 
Presumably, he would not have used it 
even to attack Otto Preminger. You need 
to ask yourself the subjective question: 
Do I know people in the United States 
whose hands are on the trigger, who are 
actually conspiring to opportunize on 
the temporary military advantage? It 
seems plain to me that the recent history 
of the United States ought to be suf- 
ficient to appease the doubts of the 
doubters. In fact, we have had such supe- 
riority even at moments when the enemy 
was at its most provocative — and yet we 
haven't used it. 

PLAYBOY: Hasn't it been authoritatively 
asserted that U.S. superiority is over- 
whelmingly beyond the defensive or 
offensive necessity of any conceivable 
threat from another nuclear power? 
BUCKLEY: That's a military judgment and 
I don't feel qualified to pronounce about 
it. I feel confident only to make an 



elementary philosophical point. I tend lo 
believe that what the lawyers call "an 
excess Of caution" is not something we 
should penalize the military for. I want 
an excess of caution, because I under- 
stand a mistake in thai direction to be 
apocalyptic in its consequences. Now, if 
you say, "I can establish that wc are 
spending money to develop a redundant 
weapon," my answer is: Go ahead and 
establish it. Meanwhile. I would rather 
side with the cautious, the prudent 
people. And here I find myself wonder- 
ing how i| is that Robert McNamara — 
who, for some reason, tends to be ratlier 
beloved by the liberals — how come he 
didn't object to the technological-military 
evolution that nowadays strikes so many 
people as untoward. And, again, why 
have we so drastically reversed our 
attitudes concerning what was for so 
long considered the liberal thing to do? 
During the Fifties, the great accent was 
on defense. The military-industrial com- 
plex — as you know — used to be called 
the "Arsenal of Democracy." Now, all of 
a sudden, when you talk about ABMs, 
the same people who encouraged us to 
spend 50 billion dollars — yes, 50 billion 
dollars — on defense during the Fifties 
object to spending an extra five billion 
dollars on defense in the Sixties. 
PLAYBOY: You seem to delight in remind- 
ing people that liberals are capable of 
changing their minds in the light of 
changing circumstances. Why? 
BUCKLEY: Quite apart from the fact that 
delightful pursuits are delightful, it is 
important for any ideological grouping 
to confront historical experience. For 
one thing, it makes the ideologists less 
arrogant; or it should. That ought to be 
a national objective, after we eliminate 
poverty. 

playboy: Ten years ago, wasn't there 
more reason than there is now to believe 
that the Russians wanted to bury us, 
militarily as well as ideologically? 
BUCKLEY: That is an exercise in ideological 
self-indulgence. How do you account for 
the anomalies? Such as the crash pro- 
gram the Soviet Union has developed in 
ABMs and MIRVs. 

PLAYBOY: One can only repeat that the 
U. S. is developing these systems as fu- 
riously as Russia is; and many observers 
feel that the Soviets have, therefore, just 
as much reason to suspect our intentions 
as we do theirs. But we'd like to return 
to your observation that the United 
States has walked out of '21 countries in 
the past 30 years and ask this: Doesn't 
the fact that we've also walked into Viet- 
nam and Santo Domingo, tried to walk 
into Cuba at the Bay of Pigs and at- 
tempted to control many other countries 
through quasi-military, CI A- type opera- 
tions leave us open to the charge of im- 
perialism you impute to the U. S. S. R.? 
BUCKLEY: Of course. But we are always at 
the mercy of the naive. Imperialism sug- 
gests the domination of a country for the 



commercial or glorious bcnefit^0neself. 
The Soviet Union began its experience 
in imperialism not merely by jailing and 
executing people who disagreed with it 
but by systematic despoliation. In Czecho- 
slovakia, for instance, they took one, 
two, three billion dollars' worth of capi- 
tal goods and removed them physically 
to the 'Soviet Union. Far from doing 
anything of the sort, we did exactly the 
contrary; we sent our own capital goods 
to places like France and England and 
Spain and Latin America. I cant think 
of any country that we've "dominated" 
or "imperialized" — in the sense in which 
you use those words — that is worse off: as 
a result of its experience with America 
than it would have been had we not 
entered into a temporary relationship 
with it. 

PLAYBOY: One could argue that South 
Vietnam is such a country. 
BUCKLEY: South Vietnam? My Godl 
Above all, not South Vietnam. Not un- 
less one is willing to say that South 
Vietnam would be belter off satelli/.od by 
North Vietnam — and derivatively by 
Asian communism — and consigned to 
perpetual tyranny. Put it this way: I will 
assent to the proposition that South Viet- 
nam has been harmed by America's 
efforts during die past five years only to 
somebody who would say that France 
was harmed by the efforts of the Allied 
armies to liberate it during the Second 
World War. 

PLAYBOY: We won't say diat, but we will 
agree with the increasingly popular opin- 
ion that our adventure there has been a 
disaster — to us, as well as to South and 
North Vietnam — from the beginning. 
Yet you said recently that "the indices 
in Vietnam are good," which is some- 
thing even McNamara and Westmore- 
land stopped saying three years ago. Why? 
BUCKLEY: Because the indices are good, 
right down the line: First, there is the 
prestige of Thieu and our increased iden : 
tification with him. A week or so after the 
1968 Tet offensive, Professor J. Kenneth 
Galbraith gave it as the conventional 
wisdom that Thieu's government would 
fall within a matter of weeks. I predict 
that in the next election,, he will get a 
significantly greater vote than he got the 
last time. Second, there is a lower rate of 
infiltration from the North. Third, the 
area controlled by the good guys is now 
much greater than it has ever been. The 
fourth positive index is the introduction 
in South Vietnam of a nonregular army, 
the equivalent of a militia, which makes 
it possible for people 'simultaneously to 
till their land during the day and yet be 
part of a large constabulary. Still anoth- 
er indication is the relative rise in South 
Vietnamese casualties and decrease in 
American casualties, which shows that 
they are beginning to shoulder even 
more of the human burden of the war. 
PLAYBOY: How do you feel about Thieu's 
suppression of dissent among his politi- 



cal opposition — even moderate BudcJB^s, 
and Catholics who have done nothing 
more subversive than suggest considera- 
tion of a postwar coalition government? 
BUCKLEY: I am not in a position to judge 
whether Thieu suppresses more or fewer 
people than he should suppress in order 
to achieve his goals. I know that my own 
countrymen were prepared to take tens 

.of thousands of innocent Japanese and 
throw them in jail during World War 
Two. And I know that moral-political 
revulsion over that act didn't come until 
years later — when we recognized that 
what we had done to the nisei was, 
in fact, historically unnecessary. But it re- 
mains that a man who was tempered 
by four centuries of parliamentary expe- 
rience — Franklin D. Roosevelt — thought 
it an altogether appropriate thing to do. 
I am not, under the circumstances, con- 
fident that I can authoritatively advise 
Thieu what is the right kind of suppres- 
sion to engage in during a civil war. 
PLAYBOY: Then it. is a civil war and not a 
case of Communist expansionism export- 
ed from Russia and China? 
BUCKLEY: Yes, it is a civil war, provided 
one is prepared to define any war as a 
civil war if one finds a significant num- 
ber of collaborationists within the in- 
digenous population. There are South 
Vietnamese Communists, even as there 
were Norwegian quislings, Northern Cop- * 
perheads and French appeasers. General 
Pdtain was sentenced to death for oblig- 
ing the Nazis less effusively than the Viet 
Cong have done the northern imperialists. 
If the "civil" insurrection in Vietnam had 
depended on its own resources, it would 
have lasted about as long as the insurrec- 
tion of the Huks in the Philippines. 
PLAYBOY: You frequently use the fact that 
Thieu has- fired 1200 civil* servants to 
demonstrate what you consider his oppo- 

, sition to corruption. But weren't many 
of those firings really intended to get rid 
of his political opponents? ^ 
BUCKLEY: I didn't think to ask Thieu when 
I was over there. I assume it is because they 
were corrupt — at least the ones I'm talk- 
ing about. I don't know how many he 
has fired for opposing his policies. I 
don't know how many officials Lyndon 
Johnson fired because they opposed his 
policies, or exactly how many F. D. R. 
did — plenty, I assume. Incidentally, I 
thought John Roche made a rather good 
point when he said that the critics of 
Thieu fail to account for the fact that 
he moves about without any difficulty at 
all — without bodyguards or any other 
protection — throughout South Vietnam. 
And they fail to point out that he has 
done something no tyrant ever docs, 
which is to arm the citizenry. The very " 
first thing he did, when he became presi- 
dent, was to ask Westmoreland to in- 
crease the arming of the people. In 
Cuba, if you're caught with an unli- 
censed rifle, you're liable to be executed. 
PLAYBOY: Your satisfaction with the rela- 



tive 4*isc in South Vietnamese casualties 
indicates that you believe in Victnamiza- 
tion. If, as Presidents Johnson and Nix- 
on have claimed, we have a moral and 
legal commitment to defend the South 
Vietnamese, why arc we now disengaging? 
BUCKLEY: We're not disergaging. We have 
a moral and legal commitment to give 
aid to the South Vietnamese in resisting 
aggression, pursuant to the protocol that" 
extended the SEATO treaty to that area. 
We did not specify in SEATO the na- 
ture of the aid we would give It is 
Nixon's strategy to arrive at a r^.^vtic 
formula: indigenous manpower and ex- 
ternal material aid, precisely die way the 
Soviet Union and China have been han- 
dling the situation in behalf of North 
Vietnam. I advocated such a formula five 
years ago. Allowing for the cultural lag, 
it is time for its adoption. 
PLAYBOY: Do you feel it was wrong, then, 
to send our troops in the first place? 
BUCKLEY: No, we had to. The South Viet- 
namese were not prepared to defend 
themselves. 

PLAYBOY: In oilier words, though it was 
right to send them in when we did, it's * 
right to withdraw them now. Are you 
saying that everything we've done there 
has been correct?, 

BUCKLEY: Not at all—there are plenty of 
things we've done wrong. We shouldn't 
have stopped the bombing of the North 
and put the restrictions on it that we 
did. And, above all, I continue to believe" 
that Japan is the key to that part of the 
world and that we may very well wish, 
before this decade is up, that she had the 
defensive nuclear weapons the nonpro- 
liferation treaty denies her. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think that if America 
remains steadfast in Vietnam — with or 
without the support of our allies in Asia 
or Western Europe— the Communists 
will be less likely to test our commit- • 
ments elsewhere in the world? 
BUCKLEY: It's hard to say. In order to 
answer that question, you have to ask 
yourself: What is the point of view of 
the enemy? I have always maintained 
that the Soviet Union has been delighted 
over our experience in South Vietnam. It 
has cost them very little. But, at the 
same time, the Soviet Union has to reck- 
on with the psychological realities. The 
psychological realities in the case of Viet- 
nam are that America isn't prepared to 
do this sortof thing two or three times a 
decade. We did it in Korea and we're 
doing it in South Vietnam. .If the Soviet 
Union decides to mount a* challenge — 
let's say in the Mideast — it will probably 
have to reckon with the fact of a short- 
ened American temper. The shortened 
American temper amid result in one of 
two things. It could "result in isolation- 
ism, which would please the Soviet Un- 
ion dearly and encourage it; or that 
shortened American temper could result 
in our saying, "Since we cannot afford 
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protracted, graduated South ^etnam- „ 
type resistances, we're going to go back 
to another Tunc! o£ resistance. We're go- 
ing to knock the hell out of you." 
PLAYBOY: Do you think that bellicose 
attitude will develop— and can you imag- 
ine it resulting in a nuclear strike by the 
U. $.. say, over Berlin or in the Mideast? 
BUCKLEY: Only if the Soviet Union is capa- 
ble of a miscalculation on an order that 
is unimaginable, on the basis of our 
historical experience with a society that 
on the one hand is ideologically rabid 
but on the other appears to have a 
positively Rotarian instinct for survival. 
PLAYBOY: Critics of the war point to the 
alleged massacre at My Lai to prove our 
indifference to the lives of Vietnamese 
civilians. How do you react to that inci- 
dent, as it has' emerged in the press? 
BUCKLEY: If, indeed, there were no exten- 
uating circumstances in the case — if 
everything that Captain Medina has said 
is proved wrong, for instance — then 
either we have a case of collective hyste- 
ria or we face the appalling alternative 
that what happened there expresses a 
trend within America. I find it extremely 
difficult to indulge that conclusion, for 
the reason that if it were so, we would 
have had many more such incidents. 
PLAYBOY: In January 1967, ten Marines 
were court-martialed on charges resulting 
from the murders of a farmer, his moth- 
er, his sister, his three-year-old son and 
five-year-old niece and the gang-rape of 
his wife/ From the beginning of 1966 
through October 1969, 27 soldiers were 
convicted by U. S. courts-martial of mur- 
dering Vietnamese civilians; and since 
March 1965, 21 sailors and Marines have 
been so convicted. The speculation is 
that most such crimes by U. S. military 
personnel against civilians in Vietnam go 
unreported. So it would seem that there 
have been many other such incidents, 
though perhaps on a smaller scale. 
BUCKLEY: They are either so routine as to 
go unremarked — like, say, the incremen- 
tal murder in Manhattan— or so spectac- 
ular as to be unbelievable. It took the 
most extraordinary coordination of in- 
eptitudes to fail to bring the My Lai 
incident to light. Here we have a- Pulitz- 
er Prize-winning story — I predict that it 
will get the Pulitzer Prize — and yet the 
two newspaper people who had the story 
couldn't interest anybody in it for 
months. Editors wouldn't buy it precisely 
because they couldn't believe that kind 
of thing could have been committed on 
such a scale. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think there should be 
or will be extensive war-crimes trials of 
American Servicemen and policy makers, 
conducted either by the United Nations 
or by us? 

BUCKLEY: No. There shouldn't be and 

there won't be. The whole Nuremberg 
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elaboration of the crime of losing wars. It 
was, for one thing, obviously and intrinsi- 
cally contaminated by the presence on the 
tribunal, in the capacity of judges, of the 
principal massacre-maker of the 20th 
Century, namely, the representatives of 
Stalin. America is not about to invite the 
United Nations to preside over trials of 
American soldiers. Those people who 
have been guilty will be punished, most 
of them, by America. I grant that we 
have a technical problem of how to 
reach out and get some of those individ- 
uals who apparently ought to be defend- 
ants, but my guess is we're going to crack 
that problem. 

PLAYBOY: Do you see a moral difference 
between what is alleged to have hap- 
pened at My Lai and the aerial bom- 
bardment of free-fire zones where, it's 
generally granted, some civilians almost 
always get killed? 

BUCKLEY: Of course. It's a difference ex- 
plicitly recognized in Thomistic doctrine, 
where the whole definition of a just war 
was arrived at. If, in order to achieve a 
military objective, someone gets killed, 
that is on one scale of morality — on the 
permissible scale in warfare. If, however, 
someone is killed simply for the sake of 
killing him, unrelated to any military 
objective, that's different. Nobody would 
have thought twice about My Lai if there 
had been a machine-gun nest there 
and we had plastered the village from the 
air, resulting in an identical loss of life. 
PLAYBOY: But, of course, there wasn't a 
machine-gun nest there. Most critics of 
the war put little trust in those who 
decide which villages and which other 
targets are legitimate military objectives. 
Do you? 

BUCKLEY: I trust that somewhere along the 
line there is a constant monitoring of 
the criteria that are used by people who 
have that kind of authority. In the spe- 
cific case of Lyndon Johnson, I am in- 
formed that only he personally could 
authorize the bombing of certain targets 
where considerable civilian carnage might 
have resulted. I believe that he took that 
kind of meticulous concern not merely 
out of political considerations but because 
he* was always very sensitive to the no- 
tion that he was an indiscriminate killer. 
Let me digress at this point:- A few 
months ago, in Hawaii, a professor in- 
formed my audience that we had 
dropped one and a half times as many, 
bombs on a very small area of Vietnam as 
were dropped on Germany throughout 
* World War Two. That statistic, he 
claimed, proves that we are committing 
genocide in Vietnam. I read the figures 
differently. It seems to me that if we 
have dropped that many bombs and 
killed as few people as we have — there 
are an awful lot of live Vietnamese left, 
no matter how you look at it — it must 
mean that an enormous effort is being 
■rond<* \n flrrm brtmh" whor^ nrvWf* rrrv't 



playboy: According to official sources, 
several hundred thousand North and 
South Vietnamese civilians have been 
killed by American bombing raids. In 
view of those statistics, do you think the 
bombing has been justified? 
BUCKLEY: It depends on whether there was 
an alternative, less bloody means of 
achieving the military objective. How 
many of those dead would be alive today 
if the North Vietnamese had desisted 
from infiltration as their principal tech- 
nique? Anjd if historical contexts interest 
you, bear 'in mind that we killed about 
as many German civilians in the course 
of a couple of raids over Dresden as we 
have killed Vietnamese in the five years 
in Vietnam. 

PLAYBOY: For all our bombing — precise 
or indiscriminate — we have not yet won 
the war. Do you think North Vietnam 
could successfully have resisted the most 
powerful military nation on earth for 
this long if it didn't have the support of 
most Vietnamese, North and South? 
BUCKLEY: There are both extensive and 
succinct ways to answer that. The suc- 
cinct way is for me to ask you: Could 
Nazi Germany have triumphed over 
France without the overwhelming support 
of die French? My answer is — obviously — 
yes, Germany could,, and did. The South 
Vietnamese situation is one in which the 
critical weapon was terror. I have great 
admiration for my countrymen, but I 
haven't the least idea whether or not we 
would have the stamina to resist -an 
enemy that had strung up an equivalent 
number of our elite in the public 
squares.. Roughly speaking, what the 
South Vietnamese suffered during the 
high period of terror from 1959 to 1963 
would be the equivalent of, say, 3,000,000 
of our politicians, teachers, doctors, engi- 
neers and civil servants being executed. 
How we would behave under the circum- 
stances I don't know. I tend to reject the 
ethnocentrically arrogant assumption that 
we Americans are uniquely valiant. I 
think it's not at all impossible that years 
from now, people will think of the 
South Vietnamese resistance through this 
entire period as one of the truly heroic 
historical efforts.' 

PLAYBOY: Weren't many of the South 
Vietnamese elite, during this same peri- 
od, jailed or killed by the Diem regime? 
BUCKLEY: What you're saying is: Did Diem 
.and the rest of them go to lengths they 
. needn't have gone in order to effect what 
they wanted to effect, whLh was the 
independence of Vietnam? My answer is 
— I don't know. A very good argument 
may be made that they didn't go to great 
enough lengths. In fact, such an argu- 
ment could appropriately be engraved 
on Diem's tombstone. 
PLAYBOY: That sounds like an endorse- 
ment of political imprisonment and as- 
sassination. 
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detection and shooting down JBRlmiral 
Yamamoto was one of the triumphs of 
American intelligence during the Second 
World War, and it gets described at least 
once every ten years in the Reader's 
Digest, Yo'u do remember, don't you, 
how Walter Pidgeon almost assassinated 
Hitler at Berchtesgaden? Do you re- 
member the political prosecutions during 
the Second World War, when the New 
Deal decided that [pro-Nazi authors] 
George Sylvester Viereck and Lawrence 
Dennis should be put behind bars, so 
that we could get on with the War? I 
think we overdid it. I hope the South 
Vietnamese aren't as jumpy as we were. 
PLAYBOY: Is your claim that the leaders o£ 
South Vietnam have been motivated by a 
desire for independence consistent with 
their near-total reliance on the U. S.? , 
buckley: Of course they've depended on 
us. They are waging war not against an 
autarchic aggressor that is satisfied to use 
its own resources but against an aggres- 
sor that — from the very beginning — has 
been armed by great powers, namely, 
Red China and the Soviet Union. The 
South Vietnamese didn't have a rifle fac- 
tory in 1954. As far as I know, neither 
do they now. And neither did the North 
Vietnamese. 

PLAYBOY: Since you applaud the fact that 
we rushed to the assistance of the be- 
sieged South Vietnamese government, do 
you also think we .should oppose any war 
of national liberation that happens to 
have Communist support? 
BUCKLEY: No, I wouldn't be willing to 
make that generality. I'd want to know . 
where it was, what the surrounding situa- 
tion was, how important it was to either 
Russia or China at the moment — in 
short, what the consequences might be. I 
would like to note that neither of those 
countries has ever supported z„real war 
of national liberation — in lower-case let- 
ters — that is, a war in which the objec- 
tive really xoas national liberation. When 
the Communist powers get involved, the 
point is never national liberation, always 
satellization. Now, it seems to me that 
the United States position ought to be to 
support whatever elements in a particu- 
lar country are heading in the better of 
the apparently available directions. John 
'Stuart Mill says that despotism is ex- 
cused as a temporary arrangement, pro- 
vided the purpose of that despotism is to 
maximize rather than minimize freedom. 
PLAYBOY: Isn't the idea of despotism max- 
imizing freedom a contradiction in terms 
— at least in practice? 
BUCKLEY: No. Lincoln put it well when he 
argued that it could not have been the 
intention of the framers of the Constitu- 
tion to sacrifice all future prospects for 
freedom in order to celebrate constitu- 
tional punctilio. 

PLAYBOY: Isn't it true that most indige- 
nous Communist movements in Southeast 
Asia are motivated more by nationalism 



or by economic needs than by idcolo^HTl 
communism? 

BUCKLEY: No, it isn't. Most troops simply 
do what they are told. Intermediaries 
interpret the formulation that will most 
inspire a particular group of soldiers to 
act enthusiastically in obedience to or- 
ders—whether that's a matter of telling 
them that their kamikaze raids will in- 
stantly elevate them into the heavenly 
spheres, to live forever after in glory, or 
that they will become large landholders, 
or whatever. But the people who are 
directing the drives in that part of the 
world are, in nr, opinion, genuinely 
committed to a Coi. munist vision. The 
general Western assu ' -y> bee-: 

• that time erodes that vis^ .. 
nevertheless, true that there is a iu**^ 
mentalist Marxism-communism rampant 
in China today. It may be inevitable 
that time will overcome that ideological 
pretension, but that is not the kind of 
thing around which one writes a foreign 
policy for the here and now. 

PLAYBOY: It is also part of liberal ortho- 
doxy — based on his long-standing ani- 
mosity toward China — that Ho Chi 
Minh would probably have reached a 
Titoist accommodation with Peking had 
he succeeded throughout Vietnam. Do 
you think that might have happened? 
BUCKLEY: T have no doubt that Ho Chi 
Minh would have preferred to he the 
master of Vietnam rather than merely 
the surrogate in that area for Mao Tse- 
tung. But we have to recognize that Ho 
Chi Minh is dead and that it was foresee- 
able even six or seven years, ago that he 
would be dead in due course, since he 
was an old man even then. The useful- 
ness of Ho to Mao had to do with the 
veneration of Ho as an individual figure, 
which veneration would not and did not 
flow to his successor. In Chinese, Viet- 
nam means "farther South," a fact that 
suggests the ancient Chinese attitude 
toward the area: that it was never really 
licensed as a separate territory — the same 
feeling they have toward Tibet. 
PLAYBOY: Considering your hard-line view 
of China, how do you feel about Nixon's 
recent diplomatic overtures to Peking? 
BUCKLEY- I don't really see why our atti- 
tude toward Red China ought to be 
different from - t our attitude toward the 

* Soviet Union. The principal internation- 
al leverage we have at this particular 
moment has to do with the Russian- 
Chinese feud. It strikes me as supremely 
intelligent to constantly advertise to the 
Soviet Union that, just as we were pre- 
pared to side with the Soviet Union in or- 

/ der to effect a victory over Hitler, so are 
we prepared to understand the potential 
desirability of a flirtation with Red China 
in order to contain the Soviet Union. Or 
the other way around. This strikes me as 
simply a return to traditional diplomacy. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think that -we should — 
and will — recognize Red China? 
buckley: I think we should not recognize 



her — and that it is -unlikely that we will. 
For one thing, it becomes increasingly 
apparent that all of the old arguments 
for recognition of Red China are mean- 
ingless. The old arguments were, first, 
"You can't ignore a nation of 800.000,000 
people." But it has gradually become 
manifest that we arc hardly ignoring a 
country by failing to recognize it. As a 
matter of fact, we are sort of sitperrccog- 
nizing it. The easy thing to do is to 
recognize; if you clonal recognize, you're 
giving it | very special attention. Point 
two: Thd notion that if we recognize 
Red China, we would then be able.* to 
t:w <-orne differences with her — to 

them — has been discredited 
\ We've had hundreds of 
meetings v;ua yj China: we are prob- 
ably having one night. So we go ahead 
and have the mectiu^s anyway. Number 
three: We have discovered from the Brit- 
ish experience that the mere fact of hav- 
ing an active consulate or an ambassador 
in Red China has no effect at all in terms 
of a thaw. The English have not been 
able to show that they've accomplished a 
single thing — even concerning the protec- 
tion of their own citizens — that they 
might not have accomplished if they 
hadn't had their people there. Number 
four, and finally: It was Lyndon Johnson 
who said that he would agree to give pass- 
pom to Americans who wanted to visit 
Red China — journalists and so on. What 
then happened, of course, was that Red 
China refused to grant visas. So that we 
are therefore left with no adverse practi- 
cal consequences of a diplomatic nature 
having to do with the recognition of Red 
China, but purely with symbolic conse- 
quences. And those consequences, in my 
judgment, argue against recognition. 
PLAYBOY: So far, you haven't disagreed 
with any aspect of President Nixon's for- 
eign policy. One critic has suggested that 
you may feel a sense of obligation to 
him for appointing you to the advisory 
commission of the USIA. 
BUCKLEY: Oh, for God's sake. The point is 
that when I look around the world today 
and ask myself what it is that I truly care 
about in international affairs that Nixon 
has let me down on, I don't come up 
with anything. On the other hand, I 
acknowledge that there may be a feeling 
of restraint deriving not from my ap- 
pointment to the commission but from 
the fact that I have seen him once or 
twice privately. I have discovered a new 
sensual treat, which, appropriately, the 
readers of playboy should be the first to 
know about. It is to have the President 
of the United States take notes while you 
are speaking to him, even though you 
run the risk that he is scribbling, "Get 
this bore out of here." It's always a little 
bit more difficult to be rhetorically ruth- 
less with somebody with whom you 
spend time. Tor example, I find it more 
difficult to be verbally ruthless with 
Hugh Hefner after meeting him as my 



guest on Firing Line and sccxl^him on 
a couple of other occasions. Beyond that, 
if I'm kind to Nixon, it's also because I 
think he needs to be protected from that 
part of the right whose emphasis is un- 
balanced in the direction o£ the para- 
digm. 

PLAYBOY: Is Nixon conservative enough 
for you? 

BUCKLEY: My ideal conservative President 
would be one who would strike out for 
certain radical reforms that, in my judg- 
ment, would greatly benefit America and 
augment human freedom. But such a 
President cannot be elected — at this time 
— and couldn't get his programs through 
Congress. It is also true, I think, that the 
paramount need of this highly divided 
society at this. particular moment is for 
conciliation; and Nixon — who is making 
gradual progress while attempting to for- 
tify the bonds of common affection — is a 
good President, from the conservative 
point of view. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think that Vice-Presi- 
dent Agnew served the purpose of concil- 
iation when he referred to the leaders of 
last October's Moratorium as "an effete 
corps of impudent snobs"? 
BUCKLEY: No, he served other purposes. 
There are other purposes to be served, 
such as isolating the sources of discontent 
and the agitators and merchants of it. 
Some Presidents do that kind of thing 
adroitly, some don't. At a moment when 
we needed reconciliation after* Pearl 
Harbor, I think it was wrong for F. D. R. 
to call those who were against the War 
"the New Copperheads." But history ap- 
pears to have forgiven him. 

\ PLAYBOY: To many liberals, Agnew's at- 
tacks on the media late last fall brought 
to mind the Chinese emperors who exe- 
cuted messengers bringing bad news. Do 
you think that the press is as objective as 

I it professes to be? 

BUCKLEY: When Mr. Nixon in November 
said that North Vietnam cannot defeat 
or humiliate the United States/ only 
Americans can do that, he meant that if 
the American people refuse to back an 
enterprise that — in the judgment of the 
men they elected to write their foreign 
policies — is essential to the good health 
of this country and of this century, then 
one must face two alternative explana- 
tions for their failure to do so. One is 
that they have run out of stamina. The 
other is that they have been constantly 
hectored into taking an erroneous posi- 
tion because they are insufficiently aware 
of the dimensions of the problem. He 
would obviously prefer the latter expla- 
nation to the former, as would I. He 
tends to feel that the majority of morally 
alert people in America have, for the 
most part, heard only a single side on 
the Vietnam issue — in the universities as 
well as in the press. He is absolutely 
correct. It is almost impossible, you 
know, to work your way through Yale or 
E-rfrfvavrt fjv iMnefetoft find h ea r a nro* 
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.Vietnam speech. This is a pure carica- 
ture of academic freedom. 
PLAYBOY: Aren't campus conservatives 
free to speak — and don't they, often and 
at length? 

BUCKLEY: Well, you muk mean students, 
because there are very few conservative 
v professors. At Princeton, for example, 65 
percent of the faculty voted for Hum- 
phrey in 1968, seven percent for Dick 
Gregory and seven percent for Nixon. 
And it's the professors I'm talking about; 
their capacity, at a college, is to instruct. 
PLAYBOY: Then you're suggesting that the 
faculty allows its political bias to creep 
into every course. 

BUCKLEY: Constantly. In any course in the 
humanities or social sciences. And not 
only in their teaching but in the books 
they assign. It seems to me that the 
entire academic community collaborated 
in the demonstration of academic bias 
when Walt Rostow and Dean Rusk went 
around looking for an academic post 
after they left Lyndon Johnson. What 
kind of a demonstration do you need 
beyond that? Here are two people whose 
academic credentials are absolutely first- 
rate. But all of a sudden, you find MIT 
— that paragon of academic freedom and 
scientific devotion — saying that they as- 
sumed Walt Rostow had "forgotten" 
what he knew about economics as the 
result of his stay in Government. That 
was one reason given by a senior faculty 
member; even James Reston made fun 
of it. You will notice nobody at Harvard 
went around saying that Galbraith "for- 
got" what he knew about economics as 
the result of his service for John Kenne- 
dy. Though I don't know. Maybe they 
hoped he had. 

I think the health of any university is 
damaged by this monopoly of opinion. 
I spoke at the University of Minnesota 
a few months ago. A professor— *a very 
distinguished historian — stood up and 
said that there are 50 professors of histo- 
ry at the university and one Republican, 
himself; that is, the ratio is 50 to one. 
Now, how much real political dialog is 
the typical student at the University of 
Minnesota going to be exposed to, under 
the circumstances? And if he is not sub- 
jected to a true dialog, then he tends to 
'think dialog is unnecessary, that what 
you need is asseveration. Placard justice: 
"Hey, hey, L. B. J. — how many kids did 
you kill today?" 

PLAYBOY: Don't you think most students 
get the pro-Vietnam argument from their 
fathers? 

BUCKLEY: That's unrealistic. Students are 
terrific snobs. I was one myself, though I 
had no right to be with my own father. 
The fact is that unless your father is 
right up with the academic vernacular — 
unless he's read Douglas Pike as recently 
as last week — you tend to feel that he's 
not equipped to discuss serious intellec- 
t u a l Tftftttgi* w if b vm *T *« hrty- rasA T 
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think that this hegemony of thought 
within the colleges is something that — 
perhaps without even knowing it— Ag- 
new is scratching up against. 
PLAYBOY: In his speech on TV news, the 
Vice-President's avowals of distaste for 
censorship, coupled with his allusions to 
the power of the FCC lo withhold broad- 
casting licenses, struck many liberals as 
hypocrisy. How do you feel about it? 
BUCKLEY: I think they were entitled to 
think of it as at least potentially hypo- 
critical. I find absolutely mysterious the 
way in wlAch the debate was ultimately 
joined. My devoted friend Frank Stan- 
ton, who emerged as the spokesman for 
the victims of this pogrom — or intended 
pogrom — didn't, for instance, pause to 
remark that Congress has already with- 
■hcld total freedom from the industry. 
The whole equal-time provision is an 
effort by the Congress of the United 
States to say to the networks and televi- 
sion and radio stations, "Certain free- 
doms you don't have." The FCC finds as 
much in the fairness doctrine every year 
as the Supreme Court finds in the First 
Amendment. 

PLAYBOY: So it was really unnecessary for 
Agnew to refer to licensing? 
BUCKLEY: It may be that Agnew's speech 
will serve some sort. of a maieutic func- 
tion — that it will tease out of the system 
a public policy concerning the tenden- 
tious limits to which an individual sta- 
tion owner may go. Such a policy would 
be a refinement of the fairness doctrine, 
which was not only accepted but ap- 
plauded by liberals as recently as four or 
five years ago. In any case, I would like 
to say: Let any radio or TV station owner 
do what he wants. If he wants to put 
only Benjamin Spock on from midnight 
to midnight, let him do it. But make it 
as hard as possible for him to achieve 
monopoly status — by licensing pay-TV, 
which is precisely the way to wed the 
individual eccentric with his individual 
network or station. 

PLAYBOY: What was your reaction to the 
Vice-President's blast at the liberal Wash- 
ington Post and New York Times} 
BUCKLEY: If the press is so easily intimidat- 
ed as to feel threatened by three speech- 
es by the Vice-President of the United 
States — if all those effete snobs are 
moral pygmies after all— then I ought to 
be even more worried about the press 
than I am. Mr. Agnew is not Mussolini; 
for better or worse, he cannot close down 
The New York Times, To sum up: I 
think what Mr. Agnew was attempting 
to say to the American people was that, 
particularly in New York, the networks 
and the commentators tend to reflect a 
single point of view — they look and act 
like the Rockettes — and that it is neces- 
sary for people to escape from the as- 
sumption that that is the only point of 
view. I think he has done an extremely 
useful service. Of course, it isn't just Mr. 



The identical conclusion wSPKrrived at 
a few weeks earlier by Theodore White, 
who is a renowned liberal, on my televi- 
sion program. Agncw was simply accent- 
ing the obvious; and the obvious, when 
it has been taboo to state it, tends to 
hurt. Cc n'est que la verite qui blcssc, as 
Mr. Agncw would put it. 
PLAYBOY: How would you feel if Agncw 
were to become President? 
BUCKLEY: I have been persuaded for 
several years that the office of the Presi- 
dent is so staggeringly complicated that 
nobody can, by conventional measure- 
ment, be "a good President." That is to 
say that nobody can conceivably oversee 
the range of activities that, technically, 
the President is responsible for oversee- 
ing. Under the circumstances, whereas it 
is widely supposed that the President 
needs to be a man of more and more 
complicated attainments, I tend to feel 
that he needs to be less and less a man 
of complicated attainments. A hundred 
years ago, a President really had to run 
the Post Office, among other things. To- 
day, what one needs most from a Presi- 
dent is good will, a working intelligence 
and sound character. The people who 
praise Harry Truman were willing to 
point this out at the time, incidentally, 
but were not willing to remember the 
thought when it looked as though Gold- 
water might be nominated by the Re- 
publican Party. Second, I do think that 
when a man becomes President, a trans- 
mogrification takes place; that which was 
theretofore inconceivable becomes some- 
how conceivable. Nobody could really 
imagine Harry Truman — even himself, 
as he subsequently confessed — as Presi- 
dent, until all of a sudden, he was Presi- 
dent. Allan Drury dwells on this in one 
of his books. On Monday, the man is 
- just that vicious, sniping, polemical, Nix- 
omte Vice-President; on Tuesday, he's 
inaugurated and suddenly things happen - 
not only to his critics and to the people 
but also to him. In short, Agnew 
wouldn't sound like Agnew if he were 
President — and, in a sense, properly so. 
PLAYBOY: When you list good will, a 
working intelligence and sound character" 
as what we need most from a President, 
do you mean regardless of ideology? 
BUCKLEY: A man can't have a working 
intelligence, as distinguished from an ab- 
stract intelligence, without a reasonably 
sound "ideology" — a word I don't use 
much. 

PLAYBOY: By reasonably sound, you mean 
reasonably conservative. 
BUCKLEY: Yes. Conservatism is the politics 
oE reality. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think the Administra- 
tion is using Agnew in an attempt to 
wrest away some of the support for 
George Wallace in the South? 
BUCKLEY: I hope so. Anybody who can take 
the 9,000,000 votes that went to George 
Wallace, baptize them and rededicate 
them to a hygienic conservatism certain- 
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ly has my best wishes. It wouldue as 
though Adlai Stevenson had addressed 
the Communist Party and urged them to 
desert and follow the Democratic Party. 
PLAYBOY: Kevin Phillips, in The Emerg- 
ing Republican Majority, argues that Re- 
publicans can strengthen their current 
national advantage by building an alli- 
ance of heretofore solid Democratic vot- 
ers in the South, already conservative 
citizens in the traditionally Republican 
heartland states, and middle-class whites 
everywhere who are disenchanted with 
costly Democratic social engineering. Do 
you think this so-called Southern strategy 
is a correct one for the Republican Party? 
BUCKLEY: Any strategy is correct that isn't 
practiced in such a way as to persecute 
the people who do not acquiesce in the 
goals of the winning party. Kevin Phil- 
lips is saying that a single politics, in 
fact, can, given the foreseeable future, 
appeal to the majority of the American 
people. If it follows that that particular 
appeal is at the expense — indeed, has as 
its intention the persecution — of people 
who do not agree with it, then one 
would have to renounce it. But in all the 
criticism I have seen of Mr. Phillips' 
book, I have never seen that made plain. 
Of course, I start on the heretical as- 
sumption that Southerners are people 
and that, under the circumstances, it is 
not immoral to appeal to somebody 
merely because he is a Southerner. If 
you're going to appeal to Southerners by 
promising to re-enslave the black people, 
, then I consider that to be immoral, but I 
don't see any suggestion of this in Mr. 
Phillips' book. I think, actually, that the 
horror Mr. Phillips has inspired in such 
people as George McGovern derives not 
from any moral abhorrence of the thesis 
but out of a recognition by a very shrewd 
professional — which Senator McGovern 
is — that Mr. Phillips has the clue to how 
to stitch together a winning majority. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, McGovern 's pa- 
tron saint, found such a clue, which re- 
maine'd operative for an entire generation. 
PLAYBOY: Whatever the intention of Phil- 
lips' Southern strategy — whidi you seem 
to be endorsing, with some qualifications 
— its effect is clearly to exclude blacks 
from "the emerging Republican majori- 
ty." And we -.note that in citing the 
West's acceptance of coexistence as the 
most significant development of the Six- 
ties, you apparently downgrade the im- 
portance of the black revolution, which 
many consider the milestone of the dec- 
ade. Why? 

BUCKLEY: I think that the important philo- 
sophical fight in the area of American 
black-white relations was won by Abra- 
ham Lincoln, who insisted on the meta- 
physical fact of human equality. This 
was the great achievement of the Ameri- 
can 19th Century. The next milestone, as 
far as the Negroes are concerned, will 
come when whites turn to— and seek out 
— Negroes as a yfcauU of their individual 



achievements. This has come in some 
places and will come in others, but it is 
going to take time. It is certainly open to 
speculation whcLher all of the activities 
of the past 15 years have significantly 
accelerated that emancipation. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think the black struggle 
in the past 15 years has retarded that 
emancipation? 

BUCKLEY: America has, lately, given herself 
over to the promulgation of unrealizable* 
goals, which dooms her to frustration, if 
not to despair. Voegelin calls it the im- 
manentizlttion of the eschaton — broadly 
speaking, consigning that which properly 
belongs to the end of life to the tempo- 
ral order. That can lead only to grave 
dissatisfactions. The very idea of "Free- 
dom now" was an invitation to frustra- 
tion. Noxv means something or it means 
nothing. When months and then years 
went by and the kind of dream that ' 
Martin Luther King spoke about in 1963 
in Washington didn't come true, a total- 
ly predictable frustration set in. It is one 
thing to engage in great ventures in 
amelioration; it is another to engage in 
great ventures in utopianization. 
PLAYBOY: Couldn't it be argued that the 
career of Martin Luther King — even if it 
didn't create freedom — inspired a sense 
of dignity in the masses of black people? 
BUCKLEY: It could. It could also be argued 
that the dignity was already there. What 
Dr. King inspired was more nearly self- 
assertion, which sometimes is and some- 
times isn't the same as dignity. 
PLAYBOY: Your belief that black Ameri- 
cans had dignity before the appearance 
of King strikes us as less important than 
the fact that millions of blacks them- 
selves didn't think so. 
BUCKLEY: Look. There was anti-black dis- 
crimination pre-King, there is anti-black 
discrimination post-King. If dignity is 
something that comes to you only after 
you succeed in putting an end to dis- 
crimination, then the blacks didn't have 
dignity then and don't have it now. If 
dignity is something that comes to you 
by transcending discrimination, then I 
say they had it then even as they have it 
now. What some blacks — and a lot of 
whites— now have, which is distinctive, is 
a greater tendency to self-assertion. I am 
trying to insist that that isn't the same as 
dignity. 

PLAYBOY: In an Atlantic magazine inter- 
view on the occasion of your unsuccess- 
ful candidacy for membership in the Yale 
Corporation two years ago, you made the 
unluckily timed crack: "It was only a very j 
, few years ago that official Yale conferred f 
a doctor of laws on Martin Luther King, 
who more clearly qualifies as a doctor of I 
lawbreaking." A few weeks later, Dr.f 
King was assassinated. Did you regret thel 
publication of your quote? And do yo J 
think of Martin Luther King as a perniJ 
cious force in American history? 
BUCKLEY: I regret but am philosophica 
about the fact that there is n lend liml 
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m journah\m, so that you somcAbs find 
yourself reading something thaffs inap- m 
propria to the day you read it, which, " 
howexer. was altogether appropriate the 
day you wrote it. Look magazine's cover, 
after J. V. K.\\ assassination, had on it, 
"Kennedy Could Lose/' As regards 
what I wrote. I think it was; correct. 
I wrote it a couple of days after Dr. 
King threatened massive civil disobedi- I 
ence if the forthcoming demands of his 
poverty marchers were not met. I don't 
want to answer your question about 
whether he will be -seen as a good or a " 
bad force in history, because I don't 
know. He was clearly a bad force on the 
matter of obeying the law. His attempt 
to sanctify civil disobedience is at least 
one of his legacies; if it emerges as his 
principal legacy, then he should cer- 
tainly be remembered as a bad force. 
If, on 'the other hand, his principal 
legacy emerges— the wrinkles having been 
ironed out by the passage of time — as a 
spiritual leader of an oppressed people 
whom he urged on to great endeavors, 
then he will be a great historical force. 
PLAYBOY: Could you yourself ever justify 
breaking a law? 

BUCKLEY: Yes. I would justify the breaking 
of a law that, by more or less settled 
agreement on the separation of powers 
since the time of Christ, is ontologically 
outside the state's jurisdiction. * For in- 
stance, when the government of Mexico, 
beginning a government or two after the 
overthrow of Diaz, forbade Mexicans to 
attend church, hundreds of thousands of 
them did so anyway, in underground 
churches. It seems to me that this is an 
excellent example of justified breaking of 
the law, against which there could be no 
reasonable recrimination. 
PLAYBOY: Then it depends on the individ- 
ual's idea of the character of the govern- 
ment as well as of the laws. 
BUCKLEY: No, it doesn't. I didn't say 
the individual's idea and I didn't say the 
character of the government. I said the 
settled idea of the separation of powers 
and I said the character of the law, not 
of the government. Scholars, secular and 
religious, have agreed for 2000 years that 
the state has no business interfering in 
the traffic between man and his God; any 
attempt to do so breaks the legal bond 
that the government has over the indi- 
vidual. I assume, of course, that we are 
talking about free or relatively free socie- 
ties. If we're talking about totalitarian 
societies, the essential relationship of the 
subject to the slavemaster ought to be 
mutinous. 

PLAYBOY: Since you have referred to the 
religious justification for lawbreaking: 
Do you think a young man has the right 
to use the Fifth Commandment — thou 
shalt not kill — as justification for refus- * 
ing induction into the Armed Forces? 
BUCKLEY: The Fifth Commandment obvi- j 
ously is not a proscription against taking ' 
another man's life under any circum- 
stances. Moses led a pretty robust army 



even after he came down from Mt. ^B 
The rendering should have been, "Thou 
shalt not murder/' I am not correcting 
God — Me had it right. The imprecision 
was King James'. 

PLAYBOY: You said that the essential rela- 
tionship of subject to slavemaster ought 
to be mutinous in totalitarian societies. 
Aren't there degrees of unfrecdom — and 
isn't there a point at which the erosion 
of freedom must be resisted, perhaps by 
civil disobedience? 

BUCKLEY: There is a point at which an 
individual citizen rejects his society. He 
has at that point several options. One is 
to leave. The society ought not to h hitler 
his doing so. A second is to agitate for 
reform. The society ought to protect his 
right to do so. A third is to drop out. 
The society ought to let him alone, to 
the extent it is possible to disengage 
reciprocating gears. A fourth is to dis- 
obey the laws or to revolutionize. In 
that event, the society ought to imprison, 
exile or execute him. 
PLAYBOY: You've identified what you con- 
sider the Utopian ism of Martin Luther 
King's call for "Freedom now" as a nega- 
tive aspect of the civil rights revolution. ■ 
Do you see any positive aspects to that 
revolution? 

BUCKLEY: Yes, several. I supported Dr. 
King in Montgomery. I very much be- 
lieve in voluntary boycotts. If Wool worth 
isn't going to let you sit down and buy a 
Coca-Cola, then, goddamn it, don't pa- 
tronize Woolworth. I certainly believe in 
equal access to public accommodations 
and I have always opposed the denial to 
anyone of any constitutionally specified 
right, by reason of race, color or creed. 
PLAYBOY: Including the right to vote? 

BUCKLEY: Yes. 

PLAYBOY: But you have argued, haven't - 
you, for limiting the franchise? 
BUCKLEY: Yes. I think too many people are 
voting. 

PLAYBOY: Whom would you exclude? 
BUCKLEY: A while ago, George Gallup dis- 
covered that 25 percent or so of the 
American people had never heard of the 
United Nations. I think if we could find 
that 25 percent, they'd be reasonable can- 
didates for temporary disfranchisement. 
PLAYBOY: How would you find them? 
BUCKLEY: Ask the Ford Foundation where 
they are. Incidentally, there's an interest- 
ing paradox here. I think that as power 
is centralized, one can make less of a case 
for extending- the vote. In the ideal 
world, where power is decentralized — in 
my kind of a world — one wouldn't have 
to know what the United Nations was in 
order to assess intelligently the local situ- 
ation and express yourself on it. 
PLAYBOY: You didn't include the school- ' 
desegregation decision of the Supreme - 
Court in your list of the beneficent i 
results of the civil rights movement. Why? s 
BUCKLEY: When Brown vs. Board of Edit- » 
cation was passed, we at National Review h 
called it "bad law and bad sociology/* I 
continue to think it was lousy law, his- 



torically and analytically. There are, 
unfortunately, increased grounds for be- 
lieving that it was also bad sociology. Co* 
creed massive integration is simply not 
working at primary and secondary school 
levels, and I notice ih;it. for instance in 
Harlem, the voters don't list integrated 
.schooling as among their piincipal de- 
mands. What they want, and should 
have, is better education. The supersti- 
tion that this automatically happens by 
checkerboarding the classroom is increas- 
ingly apparent to blacks as well as to 
whites. MAanwhiie, in the total situation, 
you are taking very grave risks in jeop- 
ardizing the good nature of the white 
majority. 

PLAYBOY: Could your concern for the 
good nature of the white majority be 
interpreted as acquiescence to their prej- 
udice? 

BUCKLEY: The word prejudice becomes a 
little strained, used in that way. Look, 95 
percent of the white people who live in 
Washington are Democrats, political lib- 
erals who give speeches in favor of inte- 
gration *and vote for politicians who 
favor integration — and then take their 
children out of the public schools when 
Negroes enter those schools. If you call 
them prejudiced, they reply that that 
isn't it, but that they want for their 
children a better education than they 
will get at the public schools in Wash- 
ington. 

PLAYBOY: If every school in the country 
were integrated by law in the next two 
years, wouldn't you have a generation 20 
years from now that was relatively free 
of race prejudice? 

BUCKLEY: I fear not. There is still anti- 
Italian prejudice in Jewish sections of 
New York and anti-Jewish prejudice in 
Italian sections of New York, and they've 
been going to school together for more 
than 20 years. It may be, ages hence, 
when the final sociological report is sta- 
pled and submitted, that we will discover 
that it all had something to do with 
numbers. It may be that a school that 
has ten percent Negroes will be success- 
ful and a school that has 30 or 40 
percent Negroes won't make it; either 
the whites will pull out or racial antago- 
nisms will disrupt the school. Mean- 
while, the things to stress and restress are 
better education and better job oppor- 
tunities for Negroes. 

PLAYBOY: How should black demands for \ 
better education be met — or do you j 
think they shouldn't be met? 
BUCKLEY: The discussion so far has been! 
within the context of the existing system.] 
I have always been attracted to the twiiJ 
notions that what we need are mamf 
more private schools and that publij 
schools ought to approximate privatl 
schools as closely as possible, whic 
means that public schools ought to hai 
the same rights as private schools. The, 
are among the reasons why I- am 
strongly attracted to the so-called vouJ 
er plan, which would work this way:| 



parent would be given a ^^her for , 
.S500 — or whatever it costs to educate a 
child— which the parent would ,then take 
to any school, public or private, close to 
home or distant, where he wanted to 
matriculate that child. The school would 
get its money by cashing in these vouch- 
ers. The virtues of the plan are the 
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totic. that it will never quite closd^^ne 
residual, poor will, of course, have to 
have some kind of a relief program, even 
as they do now. I myself would buy the 
Moynihan plan, or the Nixon plan, or 
the New Federalism — whatever you call 
it — as a substitute for all existing meas- 
ures. It mav well come down to a matter 



virtues of the free-enterprise system— of American know-how moving in on a 
concerning which, incidentally, you arc /congeries of welfare systems to make wcl- 



sirangely uncurious. Specifically, it gives 
freedom of choice to the parent, whether 
he's rich or poor. Under the voucher 
plan, schools would become more com- 
petitive; they would strive to serve their 
customers — namely, the students. 
PLAYBOY: How much do you think re- 
mains to be done to improve black job 
opportunities? . 

BUCKLEY: Plenty. I am convinced that the 
truly im porta m way for the Negro to 
advance is economically. We should, first, 
deprive labor unions of their monopolis- 
tic privileges. In fact, I'd do that any- 
way, even if no Negroes existed. But 
when we know that those privileges arc 
being exercised in part to prevent Ne- 
groes from getting jobs in certain" indus- 
tries, the very least the Government 
ought to do is act in those cases. Second, 
we should encourage preferential hiring 
in situations where there isn't unemploy- 
ment. It's unrealistic to think that you 
can refuse to hire a white in order to 
make room for a Negro if there is wide 
unemployment. Point three: A revival of 
the whole apprenticeship idea would be 
extremely useful at this point. It would 
involve, among other things, modifying 
— and preferably repealing — many of the 



farism both more manageable and an 
instrument that itself might break the 
so-called vicious cycle that everybody 
agrees has discredited the existing system. 
PLAYBOY: What son of program — if any 
— do you favor for eliminating hunger? 
BUCKLEY: I'm attracted to the notion of 
giving out four basic food materials, free, 
to anybody who wants them. The cost, 
according to one economist, would come 
to about a billion dollars a year. The 
idea is that these ingredients would be 
available at food stores to anybody — 
you, me, Nelson Rockefeller — because it 
simply wouldn't be worth while trying 
to catch anyone whp was taking the free 
food and didn't need it. With such a 
plan, you could officially and confidently 
say that the residual hunger in America 
was simply the result of people not 
knowing how to utilize these materials. 
PLAYBOY: What are they? 
BUCKLEY: Powdered skim milk, bulgur 
wheat, soybeans and a kind of lard. You 
can make very good bread out of them, 
for instance. This bulgur wheat, inciden- 
tally — which is a staple in the Mideast — 
is not much liked by Americans and yet 
Alice Roosevelt Longworth loves it, con- 
siders it a delicacy. 



minimum-wage laws. I digress to say that I PLAYBOY: Do you agree with those ana- 
the minimum-wage laws are, of course, ; lysts who feel that— in part because of \ 



the great enemy, especially of teenage 
Negroes. Professor Milton Friedman has 
shown that there was approximately a 
100 percent relative rise in Negro teen- 
age unemployment after the last increase 
in the minimum wage. Further, I would 
like to see somebody draw up a sophisti- 



the black revolution and because of Fed- 
eral "handout" programs — the general 
electorate is moving to the right? 
BUCKLEY: There are all sorts of conflicting 
indices. The Moynihan plan that we just 
talked about is left by orthodox conserv- 
ative standards; if it had been proposed 



cated table of tax deductions given to I by Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1933, it 
individuals who hire Negroes as appren- might have gotten even him impeached 
tices. the idea being to teach them a | —and yet the people seem willing to 
profitable trade— in construction, in elec- ■ accept it. But looking at the broad indi- 
tricity, in plumbing, in newspaper offices, I cations, I do feel that there is a move to 
wherever. - • , t h e right. I've always believed that con- 

PLAYBOY: Beyond increasing job oppor- I servatism is, as I said a while ago, the 
tunities, what else can be done to elimi- politics of reality and that reality ulti- 
a i r, o. ,, mately asserts itself, in a reasonably free 

society, in behalf of the conservative posi- 
tion. An excellent example was the race 
riots of the mid-Sixties. Even the partici- i 
pants discovered that those Gadarene/ 



nate poverty in America? Specifically, 
are you in favor of President Nixon's 
welfare-reform proposals? 
BUCKLEY: We are eliminating poverty in 
this country faster than any society ever 
has. There is a downward-bound, graph 
that begins with about 50 percent of the 
population poor at the turn of the cen- 
tury and dips to the present, where there 
are about nine percent poor, using the 
same indices. So my first comment is that 
I don't want anything to interfere with 
the direction of that graph, which the 
overhead costs and economic strategy of 
many social-welfare programs tend to do. 
Now, it may be that the curve is asymp- 



experiments were futile. 
PLAYBOY: Mayor Daley's celebrated order 
to the Chicago police to maim looters in 
the rioting that followed the assassina- 
tion of Martin Luther King confirmed 
the feeling of many young people — black 
and white — that American society places 
a higher value on property than on 
human life. Do you think looters should 
be shot? 
BUCKLEY: I reject the notion that a prop- 



erty right is other than a human right — 
that is, it's not an animal right or a 
vegetable right. The commitment of the 
state to the individual is to -protect the 
individual's freedom and property, prop- 
erty being one of the things that mate- 
rialize from the exercise of freedom and, 
therefore, in many senses, are the fruits 
of freedom. So I elect a mayor to protect 
me and my property effectively, with 
graduated responses to various condi- 
tions. If theft is an aberration — as it is, 
for instance, in the Scandinavian coun- 
tries — I would consider a mayor who 
orders his men to shoot thieves to be 
absolutely barbaric. But if theft reaches 
near-epidemic conditions, a different re- 
sponse is indicated. I wish there were„ 
something in between simply shouting, 
"Hey! Come back!", and shooting some- 
body in the leg. Unfortunately, I fear 
that when that in-between thing is dis- 
covered, liberals are going to come up 
with elaborate reasons for not using it 
— Mace being an excellent example. 
PLAYBOY: Mayor Daley's shoot-to-maim 
order, and his handling of demonstrators 
at the Democratic Convention that same 
summer, struck many observers as proof 
of an authoritarian and ugly aspect of 
America's turn to the right. If you had 
been mayor of Chicago, would you have 
handled the protesters as he did? 
BUCKLEY: No. I've been pretty well satis- 
fied that it was a basic mistake not to 
open up Lincoln Park. You simply can't 
require people to evaporate — incorporeal- 
ization not being a typical human skill. 
But with the exception of his ruling 
on the use of the park, and the workaday 
tactical errors, I think Daley's resolute- 
ness was justified. Obviously, the excesses 
of his police were not justified, but a lot 
of Americans were glad the demonstra- 
tors got beaten up. They were glad for 
the commonplace reason — there's a little 
sadism in all of us — but they were also 
glad because they knew goddamn well 
that the chances of the demonstrators* 
breaking the law with impunity were 
overwhelming. It was sort of a return to 
posse justice. If you knew absolutely that 
Abbie Hoffman and the boys were never 
going to spend a night in jail — which was 
a good guess at the time — then people 
figured, "What the hell, beat 'em up. At 
least get that satisfaction out of it." 
PLAYBOY: Is that the way you felt? 
BUCKLEY: No. But I understand the feel- 
ing. 

PLAYBOY: Liberals Carl Stokes and John 
Lindsay were both re-elected mayor last 
year. Do these elections contradict your 
general thesis of a move to the right? 
BUCKLEY: No, they don't. Lindsay's re- 
election is certainly a special case. A per- 
fectly reasonable assumption is that if 
there had been a runoff between him and 
Procaccino, even Procaccino might have 
beaten him. I don't think one can con- 
clude very much of an ideological nature 
from the event in New York City. In the 
matter of Stokes, it seems to me that 
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there arc a great number o^pplc who 
practice, for reasons that I applaud, an 
inverse racism; many Cleveland whites ' 
voted for Mr. Stokes precisely because he 
is a Negro. The idea is that, among 
other things, it is a good investment in. 
conserving America to remind a popula- 
tion that is always being urged toward 
cynicism that it is possible to rise up the 
ladder. But I think that Stokes is one of 
the four or five truly brilliant politicians 
I've ever run up against, so I'm preju- 
diced in his favor. 

PLAYBOY: Would you practice this kind 
of inverse racism? 

BUCKLEY: Yes. I think there's a very good 
argument for voting for a Negro because 
he's a Negro — until such time as it be- 
comes simply redundant to make such a 
demonstration. I wouldn't vote for a Jew 
because he was a Jew, because it seems 'to 
me that the time has long since passed 
when it was necessary to demonstrate 
that a Jew can rise as high as he wants 
to. This is not the case with the Negro. 
PLAYBOY: Haven't you used this argument 
to suggest that America should have a 
black President? 

BUCKLEY: Yes, I have. I would take great 
pleasure in the pride that would come to 
the black community if there were a 
Negro in the White House. I think it's 
worth working for. 

PLAYBOY: The possibility of a black 
American President seems remote in a 
decade that is opening with a widespread 
crackdown on such militant black groups 
as the Black Panthers. Do you think 
there is a campaign to exterminate the 
Panthers? ^ 

BUCKLEY: No. But I think there should be. 
I mean, obviously, to exterminate the 
movement, even as I favor the extermi- 
nation of Ku Klux Klanism, though not 
necessarily Ku Kluxers. 

PLAYBOY: Why? 

BUCKLEY: Because I am persuade'd that the 
Panthers have solemnly registered their 
basic goals, which are to rob people, by 
category, of their rights to life, to liberty, 
to freedom; and because they are" arming 
themselves for that purpose. Any organi- 
zation caught — as the Panthers have 
been caught time and time again — with 
caches of machine guns and grenades 
and Molotov cocktails is presumptively 
guilty of non-Platonic ambitions. Every 
state in the Union forbids that sort of. 
stockpiling of arms. 

PLAYBOY: Where have the Panthers indi- 
cated that their basic goal is to rob 
people of their rights? 
BUCKLEY: In their literature. Read it. I 
don't carry it around. It is as thoroughly 
impregnated with genocidal anti-white 
racism as ever the Nazis' was with anti- 
Semitism, And it makes no difference to the 
Panthers where on the left-right spectrum 
the white politician stands. On the death 
of Bobby Kennedy, the Black Panthers' 
national newspaper ran a photograph of 
him lying in a pool of his own blood in 
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a pig/replacing the head of Mr.^Hnc- 
dy. The rhetorical totalism suggested 
here, combined with the doctrinal geno- 
cidal passions, suggest to me that whatev- 
er was the appropriate attitude toward 
Goebbcls in, say 1930, is appropriate, in 
1970. toward the Black Panthers. 
PLAYBOY: Doesn't the publication of such 
a picture, however repugnant, come un- 
der the protection of the First Amend- 
ment? 

BUCKLEY: It does, formalistically; which is 
why I included action*; — the Panthers' 
stockpiling of weapons — among the rea- 
sons why I think their extermination as 
a movement is desirable. But I would 
like to note that it is a naYve liberal 
assumption to think that the Bill of 
Rights protects every manner of written 
or spoken dissent. In the heyday of 
McCarthyism, Professor Samuel S unifier 
from Harvard did one of those Travels 
xuith Charley bits around the country to 
discover the extent to which the Bill of 
Rights was an article of practical faith 
held by the American people. He found 
out that something like 75 percent of us 
didn't believe that merribers of the Com- 
munist Party should enjoy any rights. 
Needless to say, he wrote a horrified 
book about his findings. Now, it is ex- 
tremely easy for people with an idoolo- 
gi/ctl knowledge of American history to, 
suppose Lhat this is something new, let 
alone that it is impossible to compose a 
theoretical defense of it. But it is appar- 
ent to me that the profoundest studies of 
what, for instance, Thomas Jefferson or 
Abraham Lincoln meant by freedom was 
a freedom that was severely limited, even 
theoretically, in the right it absolutely 
granted to anyone to call for the persecu- 
tion, let alone the liquidation, of others. 
When Jefferson said, "Those who wish 
to dissolve the Union or to change the 
republican form of government should 
stand undisturbed as monuments of the 
safety with which error of opinion may 
be tolerated where reason is left free to 
combat it," I am convinced by such 
scholars as Harry Jaffa that he meant 
not that we should grant freedom to the 
enemies of freedom because they are 
entitled to it but that we should grant 
freedom to the enemies of freedom be- 
cause we can afford to indulge them that 
freedom. Accordingly, it becomes a prac- 
tical rather than a theoretical considera- 
tion whether, at any given moment in 
American history, a particular group of 
dissenters whose dissent is based on the 
desire to rob other people of their free- 
dom ought to be tolerated. 
PLAYBOY: Are we at such a moment in 
history — when we can't afford that free- 
dom to a few hundred out of 200,000,000 
Americans? 

BUCKLEY: Quite possibly. I don't think the 
Panthers are in a position to take over 
the country, any more than the Klan 
was. But the Klan deprived particular 
people in particular places of their 



by the use of the same weapons: intimi- 
dation and, it is now alleged by one or 
two giand juries, hoih murder and con- 
spirary to murder. So I say: Let's do to 
them what I wish we had done to the 
Klan 50 years ago. 

PLAYBOY: When yon say that wc should 
not tolerate a group of dissenters such as 
the Panthers, what do you propose we do 
about them? v , 

BUCKLEY: Society has three sanctions avail- 
able for dealing with dissenters of this 
kind. There is the whole family of social 
sanctionsji if they don't work, we then 
have legal sanctions; if the legal sanc- 
tions don't work, wc. arc forced to use 
military sanctions. As an example of the 
social sanctions, I give, you what has 
happened to Gerald L. K. Smith, the 
fierce anti-Semite. Would Smith be invit- 
ed to join the sponsoring group of the 
Lincoln Center? If he gave a §1000 
contribution to the President's Club, 

. would he be admitted as a member? No. 
Gerald L. K. Smith has been effectively 
.isolated in America, and I'm glad that he 
has been. After such an experience as 
we have seen in the 20th Century of what 
happens — or what can happen — when 
people call for genocidal persecutions of 
other people, we have got to use whatev- 
er is i lie minimal resoune available to 
society to keep that sort of thing from 
growing. If the social sanctions work, 
then you have the Jcffcrsonian situation, 
in which libertarian rodomontade is 

• onanistically satisfying — a society in which 
the least possible force is the effective 
agent of that society's cohesivencss. I 
would like to see people like Bobby 
Seale and Eldridgc Cleaver treated at 
least as badly as Gerald L. K. Smith has 
been. But no: They get applauded, they 
get invited to college campuses, they get 
listened to attentatively on radio and 
on television — they are invited to Leon- 
ard Bernstein's salons — all of which 
makes rather glamorous a position that, 

/n my judgment, ought to be execrated. 
PLAYBOY: They also get jailed, exiled and 
even shot. 

BUCKLEY: Cleaver was jailed for commit- 
ting rape, which Gerald L. K. Smith * 
hasn't done, so far as I know. And he was 
wounded after a shoot-out with Oakland 
police. Huey Newton was convicted of 
voluntary manslaughter. A gang of them 
arc up now for murder and conspiracy to 
terrorize. Now, I'll grant you this: I have 
not been satisfied that the killing of j 
Cleaver's buddy in that particular battle! 
in Oakland — the young man who walked! 
out of the house in his shorts and T-shirtl 
— was justified. The policeman who! 
killed him may have panicked, as other.f 
of us have done, with less tragic consel 
quences, to be sure. But he wasn't actinf 
on orders from J. Edgar Hoover, whosj 
sins, if there are any, are explicit rathe 
than implicit. But to return to m] 
point, if I may, about the attentic 
lavished on such people: The same, tol 
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coin Rockwell, who got ari^xtensive , 
ventilation of his views in this magazine. < 
For as long ;is that kind of thing hap-i 
pens, you encourage people to consider 
as tenable a position that in my judg- 1 
ment ouglu- to be universally rejected as 
untenable. The whole idea of civilization 
is little by little to discard certain points 
of view as uncivilized; it is impossible to 
discover truths without discovering that 
their opposites are error. In a John 
Stuart Mill-type society — in which any 
view, for so long as it is held by so much 
as a single person, is considered as not 
yet confuted — you have total intellectual 
and social anarchy. 

PLAYBOY: On the other hand, by publish- 
ing an interview with a George Lincoln 
Rockwell, one might encourage him to 
expose the untenability of his views and ' 
thus help discredit both himself and his 
philosophy, even, among those who" might 
previously have been sympathizers. 
BUCKLEY: I acknowledge the abstract ap- 
peal of the argument, but I remind you 
that it can be used as an argument for 
evangelizing people in Nazism, racism or 
cannibalism, in order to fortify one's 
opposition to such doctrines. The trou- 
ble is that false doctrines do appeal to 
people. In my judgment, it would be a 
better world where nobody advocated 
tyranny; better than a world in which 
tyranny is advocated as an academic ex- 
ercise intended to fortify the heroic little 
antibodies to tyranny. 
PLAYBOY: If the evils of a particular doc- 
trine are so apparent, what harm is there 
in allowing someone to preach that doc- 
trine? 

BUCKLEY: What is apparent to one man is 
not necessarily apparent to the majority. 
Hitler came to power democratically. It's 
a 19th Century myth to confide totally in 
the notion that the people won't be 
attracted to the wrong guy. George Wal-* 
lace, not Nixon or Humphrey, got the 
highest TV ratings. Take, once more, 
the Panthers. There are, I am sure,* hun- 
dreds of thousands of Americans who 
would like to hear a speech by Eldridge* 
Cleaver. One reason they would like to 
do so is because they like the excitement. 
Another is that they like to show off. 
People like to show (heir audacity, their 
cavalier toleration of konoclasm — it's 
the same kind of thing, in a way, as 

shouting, "F Mayor Daley" in a loud 

voice in the middle of a park in Chicago. 
Moreover, the views expressed by El- 
dridge Cleaver, et al., have not been pro- 
scribed by settled intellectual opinion, 
because, thank God, we have not experi- 
enced in America the kind of holocaust 
that Caucasians visited against the Jews 
in Germany. I contend that it is a re- 
sponsibility of the intellectual communi- 
ty to anticipate Dachau rather than to 
deplore it. The primary responsibility of 
people who fancy themselves morally 
sophisticated is to do what they can to 
exhibit their impatience with those who 
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are prepared to welcome the assassina-. The popular notion is that there is no 
tion of Bobby Kennedy because thai"* reciprocal obligation by the individual 



meant one less pig. Their failure to do 
that is, in my judgment, a sign of moral 
disintegration. If you have moral disinte- 
gration, you don't have left a case against 
Dachau. If you don't have that, what do 
you have? Make love not war? Why? 
PLAYBOY: Do you think that a more con 



to the society, that one can accept what- 
ever the patrimony gives us without any 
sense of obligation to replenish the 
common patrimony — that is, without 
doing what we can to advance the com- 
mon good. This, I think, is what makes 
not only Americans but most Western 



cef ted police attack should be launched I peoples weak. It comforts me that that 
against the Panthers? . also was the finding of Ortega y Gasset. 

BUCKLEY: I would support a full legal at- ; PLAYBOY: How does the increasing social 
tack, with the passage of new laws, if. awareness [and involvement of young 
necessary, as we have done in other people fit into your thesis? 
areas. For instance, I don't think we have ! BUCKLEY: I don't say that somebody who 
enough legal weapons against people I spends the summer in Mississippi trying, 
who push heroin. People who are prac-i to bring rights to black people is prima- 
ticedin the profession of trying to halt r *ty self-centered, although such a case 



the flow of heroin see themselves as 
engaged in a losing fight — primarily 
because by the time the agent can. gain 
entry to the home or apartment where 
he suspects there is a stash of heroin, it 
has been flushed down the toilet. The 
so-called no-knock provision of the Presi- 



could be made concerning some young 
people and by using less intricate psycho- 
logical arguments than, for instance, the 
liberals fling around to prove that we are 
all racist. I'm talking about the general 
disease of anomie, which is the result of 
people's, by and large, having become 



most Americans? 
BUCKLEY: Yes. The most conspicuous attri- 
bute of the 20th Century American is 
his self-indulgence. In a marvelous book » 



called The Odyssey of the Self-Centered I man, people will continue to seek reli 
Self, Robert Fitch traces the principal i gion. You see the Beatles rushing off t 



concerns of civilization through the past 
200 or 300 years; our concerns were, he 
says, first predominantly religious, then 
predominantly scientific, then humanis- 
tic — and today are essentially egocentric. 
I think that ours is an egocentric .society. 



listen to the platitudinous homilies oi 
that Indian quack, Mnhamhi-what's-hisf 
name, but they'd rather be caught deaJ 
than reading Saint Paul. Young peopif 
who have active minds tend to be dissaj 
isfied with the ersatz rel igi ons they pi J 
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dent's new crime bill was written precise- /deracinated, suspended from any rela- 
ly to overcome that problem. Now, I >? ns , hl P to the supernatural and pre- 
know — everybody knows — that that pro- 
vision is capable of abuse. But I think a 
libertarian ought always to ask himself: 
What is the way to maximize liberty? 
PLAYBOY: In what way does the no-knock 
law maximize liberty? 
BUCKLEY: Directly. In Manchild in the 
Promised Land, Claude Brown identifies 
heroin as the principal problem in Har- 
lem — not housing, not education, not 
discrimination, not the absence of eco- 
nomic opportunity. Heroin. If the heroin 
"traffic in Harlem were brought under 
control, we would sec — in his judgment 
— a dramatic drop in crime and a lessen- 
ing of those restrictions on freedom that 
accompany a high crime rate. 
PLAYBOY: Would you disagree with for- 
mer Attorney General Ramsey Clark's 
contention that eliminating poverty is 
the key to reducing crime? 
BUCKLEY: I would. Drug abuse and crime 
both have to do with the state of the 
ethos; and the ethos is not a function of 
poverty. Consider Portugal or Ireland: 
Poor people don't necessarily commit 
crimes. 

playboy: A few minutes ago, you re- 
ferred to the moral disintegration of some 
Americans. Would you make that a gen> 
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•'scinded from the historical situation. A 
lot of them retreat and think about them- 
selves, even exclusively about themselves 
— the drug people — the dropouts, formal 
and informal. Certain others venture 
into utopianism, which, as I've said, 
necessarily and obviously breeds frustra- 
tion and despair, conditions that some 
.of them prefer even to drugs. But the 
lot of them, I think, fail to come to terms 
with the world, fail to come to terms with 
the end of life. They have absolutely 
no cschatological vision, except a rhe- 
torical sort of secular utopianism. A re- 
lated phenomenon: When I was last 
on the Johnny Carson show, he an- 
nounced to his mass audience, "Well, 
after all, the reason the Soviet Union 
arms is because toe arm," the implicit 
axiom being that there is obviously no 
difference between them and us. What 
makes it possible for the man who has 
the largest regular audience of anybody 
in the United States — not excluding the 
President — to say blandly something like 
that is wave after wave in the intellec- 
tual offensive against epistemological 
optimism, against, (he notion that some 
iliittgs are better than oihm and that 
we can know what those things are. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think this moral relativ- 
eral indictment — applicable not only to | 'ism is at least partially a consequence of 
those who tolerate the Panthers but to the decline in religious belief? 



BUCKLEY: Yes. In orthodox religious belief. 

It's a commonplace that there is no such i 

thing as an irreligious society. The need 1 

for religion being a part of the nature of] 



up, and vol so formal is the c^BEmporary 
commitment to agnosticism — or even 
athcisnw-that they absolutely refuse 
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to plumb Christianity's extraordinary res- 
ervoirs of rationality. I doubt if you 
could get one of these kids, however 
desperately in search of religion — who 
will go to any guru, who will even talk 
to Joan Baez and ai tempt to get religion 
from her— to read Orthodoxy by Ches- 
terton or any book by C. S. Lewis. 
PLAYBOY: Perhaps orthodoxy — lower case 
— is at fault. Many young people would 
say they think Christ was a great man; 
they might even know a good deal about 
Him. But they are appalled by Saint 
Paul's horror of the body and of sex. 
BUCKLEY: I'm sure that among the vast 
majority of students, the knowledge of 
Christ is superficial and that the only 
thing they know about Saint Paul is that 
he was "anti-sex." In fact, Saint Paul's 
anti-sexuality was, I think, a mode by 
which he expressed the joys of asceticism, 
the transcendent pleasure of the morti- 
fication of the flesh. By no means is this 
distinctive to Christianity. In fact, Chris- 
tianity iri its formal renunciation of 
Manichaeism took a position concerning 
the flesh that is far more joyful than, for 
instance, that of the Buddhists or of a 
number of other religions. 
PLAYBOY: One of the reasons many 
people have difficulty accepting your re- 
ligion, Roman Catholicism, is that they 
have been convinced by experts that 
there are soon going to be more people 
on the globe than the- earth can support, 
yet the Church does its not-inconsider- 
able best to prevent the spread of birth- 
control information. Do you also take a 
serious view of the population problem? 
BUCKLEY: Yes, I do. I think it is the second 
most important problem in the world, 
after ideological communism. 
PLAYBOY: Then the Church's position on 
birth control distresses you? 
BUCKLEY: No. It is not established by any 
means that the influence of the Church 
is very direct on the matter of .the in- 
crease in population. It happens that the 
birth rate is the greatest where the 
Church has no influence: India, for in- 
stance, or Nigeria. It is impossible to 
establish a correlation between the birth 
rale in Latin America and the prevailing 
religion on that continent. The Catholic 
position on birth control is, therefore, 
something against which we agonize 
rather more theoretically than practically. 
PLAYBOY: What do you think we can do, 
then, to keep the population down? ^ . 
BUCKLEY: Get people to stop reading 

PLAY HOY. 

PLAYBOY: What's the real answer? 
BUCKLEY-. Well, the real answer is to make 
sure ihat people who doa't want more 
children and who have no religious scru- 
ples against the use of abortifacicnts or 
prophylactics are aware of how they can 
get and use them. My own assumption is 
that we are moving toward the discovery 



of" a chemical that will prevent ^V-'P' 
tion. that will be generally dispensed 
perhaps in the water supply — and can 
be readily neutralized by any woman 
who desires to do so. 
PLAYBOY: Should the U. S. volunteer birth- 
control information and devices to such 
overpopulated nations as India? 
BUCKLEY: They don't need any more infor- 
mation. They can get it from the Ency- 
clopaedia Briianniva. As to giving them 
the pill — sure, if they ask for it. 
PLAYBOY: Do you have any other sexual 
opinions that might shock your bishop? 
BUCKLEY: I didn't give you a "sexual" opin- 
ion. I don't know that giving free pills 
to India is heretical. Would American 
rabbis object to free pork for India? 
Heresy? I don't think so. I happen, for 
example, to favor the legalization of pri- 
vate homosexual acts committed between 
consenting adults and of prostitution. 
The second is the more important. Le- 
galizing prostitution would provide a 
ready outlet for pubescent lust and great- 
ly facilitate the hygienic problem, pend- 
ing the domination of the appetite and 
the restoration of morality. Also, it 
would cut down the profits and power 
of the Mafia, the existence of which en- 
rages me. 

> PLAYBOY: How else would you combat the 
Mafia? 

BUCKLEY: By making gambling— but not 
gambling debts — legal. 
PLAYBOY: Advocating the legalization of 
gambling, prostitution and homosexual 
acts between adults puts you in agree- 
ment with most liberals. Do you also 
agree with them in the area of censor- 
ship? Would you defend the right of the 
state to, say, stop performances by Lenny 
Bruce? 

BUCKLEY: I'm troubled by that problem. 
By the way, do, please, try to remember 
that the conservative opposes unnecessary 
legislation. I've written about the censor- 
ship dilemma. Obviously, a perfectly con- 
sistent, schematic libertarianism would 
give you an easy answer — let anybody do 
anything. Including cocaine vending ma- 
chines. But a libertarianism written with- 
out reference to social univcrsals isn't 
terribly useful. Here, I think, is where 
the science of sociology becomes useful. 
If sociology suggests that societies don't 
survive without the observance of certain 
common bonds, certain taboos, then we 
can maintain that in the long run, we 
diminish rather than increase freedom 
by protecting people who violate those 
taboos. Having said that, let me add that 
I'm perfectly well, aware that this partic- 
ular argument can be abused by people 
who want a narrow conformity. But 
once again, let's reach for an example: 
When Salvation, the rock musical, was 
produced in New York City, the reviewer 
for Time magazine listed the tilings 
• that it takes to make a successful rock 
musical nowadays. It has to be dirty, 
anti-American and anti-religious. Under 



ihe last category, he said: It will no 
longer do to attack Protestantism, be- 
cause Protestantism has become \so etio- 
lated as to have no potential for shock. 
You can'L .shock anybody by making fun 
of the dogma of the Bishop of Wool- 
wich. Second, it can't be ami- Jewish, 
because the ph*ygoing community on 
Broadway tends to be heavily Jewish and 
the Jewish people hold that certain 
things should be held in reverence. For 
instance, no jokes about Dachau or 
Buchcnwald can be made in New York 
City. Therefore — attack the Catholics! 
Thcrc'fj still a certain amount of awe 
in the Catholic religion, but the Catholics 
are a politically unorganized group in 
New York City and you can get away 
with ridiculing them. So, the writer gives 
the audience the iconoclast's thrill, but 
safely: They're not going to lose at the 
box office. Now — should society in general 
defer to the specially pious concerns of 
significant groups within that society? 
We extend certain protections against 
public affronts. For instance, the courts 
recognize a limit to what a storekeeper 
displays in his window. But what about 
his shelf? Or the stage? Is it right to 
have laws forbidding, let us say, a come- 
dy based on what happened at Dachau? 
I know all the theoretical arguments 
against it, but there's a tug inside me 
that says that a society perhaps has to 
maintain the right to declare certain 
kinds of aggressions against the venerat- 
ed beliefs of the people as taboo. This is 
a codification of grace, of mutual respect. 
PLAYBOY: Would you admit that the tug 
inside you to ban certain kinds of irrev- 
erence may be irrational? 
BUCKLEY: Yes — absolutely. But there is a 
place for irrationality. Many of the con- 
ventions of any society are irrational. 
The obsequies shown to the queen of 
England, for example, arc utterly irra- 
tional. Oakcshott [Michael J., a British 
economist and political theorist] has 
made the demonstration once and for 
all that rationalism in politics — which 
may be defined as trying to make politics 
as the crow flies— is the kind of thing 
that leads almost always and almost nee-, 
essarily to tyranny. 

PLAYBOY: Can you give us a specific wa 
in which society might Miller From 
comedy — however tasteless and. debase 
— about what happened at Dachau? 
BUCKLEY: Yes. You can hurt a people 
feelings. A people whose feelings a 
hurt withdraw from a sense of kinsh 
which is what makes societies cohej 
Moreover, a society so calloused as no 
care about the feelings of its meml, 
becomes practiced in the kind of i 
ference that makes people, and the 
cty they live in, unlovely. 
PLAYBOY: But if a taboo has to be rj 
tained by force of law, is it still a t 
BUCKLEY: It depends. Some taboo 
codified, some* aren't. Some laws pj 
what isn't any longer taboo. I 
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think Lenny Bruce would bc^^csted 
today in New York, the movement hav- 
ing been in the direction of permissive- 
ness in the past four or five years. The 
question really is: Do we — or do I, I 
guess — approve of the trend, and I'm not 
so sure that I do. A society that aban- 
dons all of its taboos abandons reverence. 
PLAYBOY: Doesn't society abandon some- 
thing even more precious by attempting 
to preserve that reverence by force? 
BUCKLEY: Again, it depends on the situa- 
tion. If you have a society that is cor- 
porately bent on a prolonged debauch 
— determined to wage iconoclasm a ou- 
tvalue — then you've got a society that you 
can't effectively repress. I mean, you have 
a prohibitive situation. But if you have a 
society — as I think we still do — in which 
the overwhelming majority of the people 
respect their own and others' taboos, the 
kind of society that, say, forbids a lawyer 
from referring to Judge Marshall as a 
nigger, or Judge Hoffman as a kike, then 
it isn't much of an exertion on the 
commonweal to implement such laws 
as have been on the books in New York 
for generations. My final answer to your 
entire line of questioning is ambiguous: 
If you ask simply: Does the individual 
have the absolute right to do anything 
he wants in private contract with anoth- 
er party? then my answer is: No, only 
the presumptive right. A sadist cannot 
contract to kill a masochist. John Stuart 
Mill reduces the matter of sovereignty to 
the individual's right over himself. The 
state hasn't the right to protect you. 
against yourself— which is a good argu- 
ment against my being required to wear 
a helmet when I ride my Honda. 
PLAYBOY: Doesn't Mill's dictum against 
the state's right to protect you from 
yourself also argue for the abolition of 
most drug laws? 

BUCKLEY: Does it? Take heroin. Except 
under totally contrived circumstances, , 
there is no such thing in America as a 
person inflicting purely on himself the 
consequences of taking heroin. If a man 
Q-oes that route, he deserts his family — if 
v'he has any; he becomes an energumen 
who will ravish society to sustain the 
habit, and so on. Most important — as far 
as 1 'm concerned — he becomes a Typhoid 
Mary of sorts. I know that I'm using a 
metaphor, but I can defend the use of 
this particular metaphor. We know 
from serious studies that heroin users 
desire to communicate the habit to other 
people and often succeed in doing so. 
PLAYBOY: Do the same arguments apply 
to marijuana? 

BUCICL3Y: Not really, or not so severely. 
The first and most obvious thing to say 
about marijuana is that the penalties for 
using it are preposterous. But I don't 
believe that it ought to be legalized yet; 
i he consequences of its use have not 
been sufficiently studied. It seems crazy 
10 me that in an age when the Federal' 
Government has outlawed Tab, we are 
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wondering whether we ought to l c g a f^P 
marijuana. Now, it may be that man-* 
juana is harmless, although at this mo- 
ment, I am persuaded by those scientists 
who emphatically believe the contrary. 
It may be that we would be much bet- 
ter off persuading everybody who now 
drinks whiskey to turn on instead. But 
we don't hnoxo. Some scientists say that 
middle-aged people who take marijuana 
risk special dangers because they have 
gradually concatenated their own quirks, 
latent and active, into a moderately 
well-adjusted human being. Psychotropic 
drugs can shatter that delicate equilib- 
rium. Conversely, it is speculated that 
marijuana can keep some young people 
from making the individual adjustments 
they need to make. Some scientists claim 
that prolonged use of marijuana wages 
a kind of war against your psyche, the fi- 
nal results of which are not easy to trace. 
PLAYBOY: Your attitude toward grass 
typifies your agreement with middle-class 
Americans on some issues. Are there any 
contemporary American middle-class val- 
ues that you dislike} 

BUCKLEY: You'd have to make me a list of 
them. If ostentatious forms of material 
achievement are a middle-class value, I 
don't much like them, though I wouldn't 
go out of my way to evangelize against 
them; we all have our little vanities. I 
am told that in certain big corporations, 
it is unseemly for the junior V. P. to own 
a more expensive car than the senior 
V. P., and absolutely verboten for his * 
wife to have a mink coat if the wife of 
the senior V. P. doesn't have one. But 
who does approve of Babbittry? Not 
even Babbitt. He merely practiced Bab- 
bittry. The middle-class values I admire 
are husbandry, industry, loyalty, a sense 
of obligation to the community and a 
sense of obligation to one's patrimony. 
When Winston Churchill died, Rebecca 
West said that he was a great affront to 
the- spirit of the modern age because he 
was manifestly superior. I said in intro- 
ducing Clare Boothe Luce, when we did 
a TV program in Hawaii a few months 
ago, that her documented achievements 
are evidence of the lengths to which 
nature is prepared to go to demonstrate 
its addiction to inequality. It is a middle- 
class value to defer, without animosity, 
to people of superior learning, achieve- 
ment, character, generosity. 
PLAYBOY: To whom do you personally 
feel inferior? 

BUCKLEY: Millions of people, living and 
dead. 

PLAYBOY: Who among the living? 
BUCKLEY: To begin with, anyone who 
knows more than I do. which would be 
millions of people — or hundreds of thou- 
sands of people — right there. I also feel 
inferior to people who regulate their 
lives more successfully than I do, to 
people who are less annoyed by some of 
the petty distractions that sometimes 
annoy me, to people who are more 



philosophical in their acceptance of 
things than I am. 

playboy: Docs that include Mrs. Luce? 
BUCKLEY: She's much more talented than* 
I am. 

PLAYBOY: Norman Mailer? 
BUCKLEY: Much more talented than I am. 
Now, there are certain things in which I 
am Mailer's manifest superior. Politic'il- 
ly, he's an idiot. And he's botched his 
life and the lives of a lot more people 
than I've botched, I hope. On the other 
hand, he's a genius and I'm not. 
PLAYBOY: Among other contemporaries, 
how about T. S. Eliot? 
BUCKLEY: You're talking about birds of 
paradise now. Like Whittakcr Chambers. 
I make it a point to seek the company — 
intellectually, above all — of people who 
are superior to m<: in any number of 
ways, and I very often succeed. 
PLAYBOY: To whom do you feel superior 
— and why? 

BUCKLEY: To those who believe that they 
are the very best judges of what is wrong 
and what is right. 

PLAYBOY: Would you please name names? 
BUCKLEY: Would you please expand your 
printing facilities? 

PLAYBOY: As long as the discussion has 
become personal: To what extent has 
your feud with Gore Vidal developed 
into a publicity stunt from which you 
both have benefited? 

BUCKLEY: In my case, at least, to no extent 
, at all. I don't see how one profits a) 
' from being publicly libeled or b) from 
walking into a situation in which one 
pays legal expenses several times the value 
of anything one earned after industrious 
work preparing for television programs 
or doing an article. 

PLAYBOY: Would you care to add any- 
thing to what you said about him on the 
air during the 1968 Democratic Conven- 
tion and in response to his subsequent 
comments about you? 
BUCKLEY: No. 

PLAYBOY: Why did you agree to appear 
with him in the first place? 
BUCKLEY: I agreed to appear in November 
of 1967 because I thought I could use 
the forum effectively to advance the con- 
servative viewpoint. I was informed in 
April that Vidal had been selected to 
appear opposite me. My alternatives 
then were to break my contract or to j 
proceed. I decided not to break the con- 
* tract, even though Vidal was the singlel 
person I had named as someone I wouldf 
not gladly appear against. 
PLAYBOY: You have been publicly activj 
for 19 years. How successful do yoi 
think you have been in advancing tlj 
conservative viewpoint? 
BUCKLEY: Very successful. That success hi 
come primarily through die instrunul 
tality of National Rcvinc/ which has ' 
second highest circulation of any jourj 
of opinion in America. It repeatcj 
furnishes the reading public with 
very best conservative thought, whel 
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philosophical, critical, strafcgfc or social. 
It has had the effect of consolidating 
the conservative position, causing many 
people to abandon—however unhappily 
— their resolution to dismiss the con- 
servative alternative as anachronistic, 
superficial and inhuman. I don't say that 
National Review, or something like it, 
would not have been created had I not 
been around; it most certainly would 
have — in fact, I only mid wi fed it — but 
I'd say that the mere fact of having done 
so renders me, as midwife, very successful. 
PLAYBOY: Which failures of the conserva- 
tive movement in the past 10 to 20 years 
most distress you? The fact that Goldwa- 
ter didn't get more votes than he did? 
BUCKLEY: No, not at all. It was a forgone 
conclusion that he wouldn't get many 
votes from the moment Kennedy was 
assassinated. It's very hard to explain to 
militant pro-Goldwaterites like myself 
that in a strange sort of way, an inscruta- 
ble sort of way, voting against Goldwater 
was explainable as a conservative thing 
to do. The reason I say that is because a 
nation convulsed in November of 1963 
as ours was reached for balm, for concili- 
ation, for peace, for tranquillity, for 
order. To have had three Presidents over 
a period of 14 months would have been 
dislocative beyond the appetite of many 
conservatives. Now, this doesn't mean 
that I side with those conservatives who 
voted against him — I happen to be more 
adventurous than some conservatives — 
but I can respect their point of view. In 
any case, that was not by any means my 
idea of the great disappointment of the 
Sixties. That was the failure, on the 
whole, to verbalize more broadly, more 
convincingly, the conservative view of 
things. The conservative critique has 
been very well made, but it hasn't got 
through with sufficient force to the opin- 
ion makers; It is still hard as hell to find 
a young conservative with writing talent. 
That distresses me deeply. Most of the 
people who write the really finished es- 
says in the college newspapers are liber- 
als, New Leftists. I don't know exactly 
why and I'm vexed by it, but there were 
only a dozen — or fewer — conservatives in 
the Sixties who have become writers of 
some achievement. 

PLAYBOY: Personally, what do you expect 
to do during the next five years? Do you 
plan any more political candidacies? 
BUCKLEY: There was a lot of pressure on 
me to run against Goodell. By the way 
— I haven't told this before to anybody, 
but what the hell — I had decided back 
in 1967 to run against Bobby Kennedy in 
1970. I reasoned that Johnson would 
be re-elected and that Bobby would go 
for President in 1972. He was, in 1967— 
as,, indeed, later — the symbol of left op- 
' position to Johnson. I resolved to chal- 
lenge his politics in the Senatorial race. 
When he died, I abandoned any idea of 
running for Senator in 1970. Along came 
Goodell — and the pressures o*n me to : 






challenge him. The principal 'oral al- 
lure was that it was something I deeply 
wanted not to do. Quite apart from the 
sort of inertial disadvantages of running 
against Goodell, and the gruesome pros- 
pect of campaigning, I had to face the 
fact thai 1 would automatically be 
stripped of those forums to which I had' 
gained access. No more thoughtful televi- 
sion programs, no more columns— be- 
cause it has now been more or less 
agreed among American editors that they 
won't carry a column written by a prac- 
ticing politician. I think of Galhraith's 
adage: The Senate is a good place to be 
if you have no other forum. If I were 
Senator from New York, it isn't at all 
clear to me that I'd have more influence 
than I have today, with my various outlets. 
PLAYBOY: Did running in the 1965 mayor- 
al race in New York strip you of those 
forums? 

BUCKLEY: Yes and no. In the first place, it 
was a local contest and I never wrote 
about it in my columns. The television 
series was postponed precisely on ac- 
count of my running. Another thing: It 
was sometime after 1965 that many news- 
paper editors reached their decision to 
embargo writer-politicians. They faced 
the problem directly when Senator Gold- 
water, a columnist, ran for President, 
lost, resumed his column and ran for 
Senator in 1968. 

PLAYBOY: How would you feel about run- 
ning for a seat in the House? 
BUCKLEY: God, no. Not unless I can have 
all the seats simultaneously. 
PLAYBOY: If there were a conservative 
Administration in this country — say, if 
Ronald Reagan became President — 
would you be tempted to accept a high 
post in the Administration? 
BUCKLEY: No. In the first place, I don't 

like it much. In the second place 

PLAYBOY: Don't like what much— Wash- 
ington? 

BUCKLEY: That's right. 
PLAYBOY: Cabinet meetings? 
BUCKLEY: I don't much like any kind of 
meetings. Besides, I have no reason for 
supposing that I'm a skillful administra- 
tor; I may be or I may very well not be. 
But the kind of thing that I am prac- 
ticed in requires considerable freedom 
of expression, ! and freedom o£ expres- 
sion is obviously something you need to 
be very continent about when the point 
of the thing is to advance the collective 
endeavor. 

PLAYBOY: With or without your own in- 
volvement in an official capacity, are you 
optimistic about the conservative move- 
ment in America? 

BUCKLEY: I am, mildly. There has been 
some encouraging de-ideologization of 
politics in the past 20 years. When I 
went to college, Henry Wallace was 
still able to grip a lot of people with 
hopped-up visions like the nationaliza- 
tion of the seed industry. We've watched 



the experience of England since then 
and studied nationalized industries else- 
where, and vo one will go to lhat parade 
anymore, no one except the types wlio- 
squat in the fever swamps of ideology. 
The collapse of the poverty program as a 
Federal enterprise strikes me as signif- 
icant. It strikes me as Mgmfirant, too. 
that Patrick i\foynihan got up at an 
A.D.A. meeting a year or so ago and said, 
Let's face it. gang, conservatives know 
something intuitively that it lakes Us 
liberals years of intcllcctualizing to come 
up wiih-Lnamely, that the Federal Gov- 
ernment can't do everything it wants to 
do. Peter Druckcr, who is certainly not 
considered a conservative fanatic, says 
now that the only things the Govern- 
ment has proved -it can really do compe- 
tently are wage war and inflate the 
currency. 

We've seen what's-his-name, that nice 
guy Kennedy sent clown to South Ameri- 
ca to screw things up— Richard Good- 
win — predict in Commentary that the 
great struggle of the Seventies will be 
over the limits of state power. Which is 
exactly what conservatives wanted to 
fight about in the Thirties. We've seen 
Arthur Schlesinger call a couple of dozen 
Kennedy types into his apartment for a 
daylong "secret" seminar— nobody was 
supposed to know about it, but I knew 
about it — in which they reconsidered 
their enthusiasm for executive power, 
because executive power, it turns out, 
can* be administered by the likes of Lyn- 
don Johnson! These are pretty en- 
couraging indices. They suggest to me 
that there is a wide concern over the 
survival of the individual in the machine 
age and over the limits of Federal and 
executive power. They may, in turn, 
stimulate a curiosity about the ontologi- 
cal role of the state. That is conservative 
territory, but admittance is free. 
PLAYBOY: Even if you don't intend to run 
for office again, do you plan to keep 
writing? 

BUCKLEY: Yes. We've Icept an alternative 
landing field in operation, you see. 
When the liberals fly in, thirsty, out of 
gas, they'll find it in full working order 
—radar OK, bar open, Coca-Cola and 
coffee on the house. We know it's nec- 
essary to assimilate the experience of 
the modern age. Cardinal Newman said 
in a related contest — between the logical 
positivists and the conservatives— that 
one of our great challenges is constantly 
to incorporate new experience, so as no 
to leave ourselves with a piece of brittl 
lace, the touching of which would caus 
it to crumble. 

PLAYBOY: Don't most dogmas, thcologic 
as well as ideological, crumble sooner 
later? 

BUCKLEY: iMost, but not all. 
PLAYBOY: How can you be so sure? 
BUCKLEY: I know that my Redeemer liv 

Ml.. 






*h*v 



4 




fc> 



^ 



April 23, XS^i 



■*i- -^*. 



Honorable W&U&n P, BnckLeyj Jr, 
; / Editor - ; - " " _ ■ ' , ' - ■ ■ -"r ' ■ - » 

NatidaalHeview ■- ".-"^ -V". 
;JL5Q East 3Sth Street J .v * 

New'Tork, Jfew York 1#816 

Ts Mostly!^ '^lie Evealiig- ' ; 

^taa?* f yesterdayv Your cdBiftient9 are/vei^Weil -reasoaea 
" and I apprecfafe your ^ibti8g ©lit to y&kr reademsome; v 
of (^fallacies la the repeat ,&ttacklr against ttse work' of 



£* 



tl^JBli : 



• MAILE0 24:,?;- 

APRB O^&Zl 

FBI • 






•^7- 



_yOars^,- r .^ -(JECgj 
J£ Edgar :Booye£" ""' • 




Vx^Ai^ 



^fester .;.vs 



, ' V,^ ., ^ 




k 1 -New York 



*■<&- 



V^. 



...i :!JL 



Mohr _ 

Bishop 

Brennan'C 
Callahan _ 



Casper 

Conrad _i_ 
Dalbey/li 

Felt- 

Gale li 

Rosen 

„ iTavel 

~'* Walters _ 
Soyars ^ 



; and it is felt that in this instance an acknowledgmenit is warranted. 



• Tele. Room . 
Holmes . 
Gap 



uiinc^? fire 




ftc 



JBT:jpah (4) V 



fifcZl TELETYPE UNIT CZ3 






1 



.^ 



^^J?'*^- 



;l- I^AY;'iai?7fe : .'V * 



N^TE: ^Mr./^ucld'^ 

Toison Listfat the Director's instruction in 1967 followitig Ms preparation 6f v 

Su<llm 'v" /'a.mbck'editloritbf tlift^ 

■j^— : Cpublicaticin.iii which he attenipted td he^liumoxo^ ^ the expense. of . 
™^-r, the Director. ,His comments ;iii this coliiiiiii ahaly^ed^some of the \ 

" criticisms leveled ^against |)ie bi^ejetor and the Bureau in recent weeks 




W <& 



i 



<? iS£fc 2-2-71) 



.flltfAM F. BUCKLEY JR. 



$ 



M 



Tolson _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr 



-» *fe 



^ n •'-* * rJ o o ri h K 



y - 






£ 



BATON ROUGE, La.-Like 
everybody else, only as usual 
more so, the kids are troubled 
by reports that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is get- 
ting out of hand. At Louisiana 
State University, for instance, 
the matter came up several 
times, with questions asked 
that demanded specific an- 
swers. 

What about the FBI agent 
who reported on the scoutmas- 
ter who wanted to take his 
trooDS * to the Soviet Union? 
What about Hale Boggs 1 
charge that his telephone is 
heing tapped? Wha: about the 
charge that J. Edgar Hoover 
gave Lyndon Johnson details 
of Martin Luther King's extra- 
martial life? 

.-First the context, in the ab- 
sence of which explanations 
simply aren't very useful. The 
most important thing to bear 
in mind is that you do not need 
any police work at all when 
there are no lawbreakers. But 
as law-breaking mounts, so 
does the necessity for police 
<work. 

, Second, the rise in lawless-, 
ness is in two general catego- 
ries: Conventional crime, and 
what one might call ideologi- 
cal crime: Car theft, mugging, 
rape, and murder have risen - 
spectacularly during the past 
10 years/ This requires ihtensi-' 
fied police, .activity, refined 
.methods of crime detection, 
and improvement in the judi- 
cial and penological systems. 

\ The rise in subversion re- 
quires more subtle treatment. 
During the '30s, '40s and '50s, 
subversion was mostly the or- 
( ganized job of the Communist 
: party, as agents for the Soviet 
Union. The FBI brilliantly 
penetrated the CP, and the 
tightly-disciplined Communists 
were neutralized. 



Dicing the '60s, subversion 
proliferated, became, in a 
manner of speaking a free en- 
terprise, decentralized opera- 
tion, of the kind that can't be 
patrolled by the penetration of 
a single central unit. Nowa- 
days one Bernardine Dohrn is 
capable ,of plotting to dyna- 
mite the Empire State Build- 
ing with a half dozen people 
involved in the operation. To 
interfere with subversive lon- 
ers requires a dragnet of very 
fine mesh. 



How fine? I recall the up- 
roar against J. Edgar Hoover 
and the FBI after the assassi- 
nation of John F. Kennedy. 
Why hadn't Hoover got on to 
Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Hoover's answers to the 
Warren, Commission were ex- 
tremely "interesting. The an- 
swer to the first question was: 
The FBI did indeed have a file 
on Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Hoover's answer to the sec- 
ond question was that if the' 
, FBI. roped, in everybody who is 
.a security risk before a Presi- 
dent was permitted to pass 
through, the sequestrian would 
' involve— in a , major city- 
several thousand people, and 1 
".,the American public (correct- 
' -ly, in Hoover's estimate) sim- 
, ply wouldn't stand for it. So, in 
.the case of, for: instance, Os- 
'"wald, the FBI had a dossier on", 
him, which however was of 
only posthumous use— but it 
didn't drag -him in. Nor should 
it have. 

Cases. The way one finds out 
about the Lee Harvey Oswalds 
of this world is by accumulat- 
ing vast amounts of informa- 
tion, most of it absolutely use- 
less. It requires a greater 
imagination than I have to fig- 
ure out the reason why a 
scoutmaster desires to take 
his boys to Russia. But I am 
prepared to assume, in the ab-. 



tience of any evidence that 
anyone was (? '$ psrsecuted 
0.1 "amount c: v s ...v/ing trav- 
eled, during ,-;* vacation, to 
Eujsia, that tr.Ls ;z what om- 
rtium-rjazherur'i, ineans: You 
begin by coLecur.g all' data, / 
almost without discrimination. / 

On the matter of Ec?gs, we 
have the word of the President 
of the Unitea Scales /that 
Boggi' phone was no: rapped. 
There are those v. ho say that 
Nixon would r.r* lr,s.uteto 
prevaricate. Ai: r.;r/; give 
Mr. Nixon's critics :h;- benefit ■ 
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Or is it conceivable that 
John Mitcnell lied to him? 
Again the answer is: Hardly. 
Did Hoover lie -to John i&tch-' 
ell? It/ is "far likelier that 
Boggs was misled, or that he 
is off on some sort of ideologi- 
cal bender, than that Hoover 
lied to the attorney general. 

Finally, the matter of Mar- 
/tin Luther King. We do not 
know whether it is so. But I 
consider this the single most 
serious charge leveled against 
the FBI, inasmuch as King 
was not a government employ- 
ee, and assaults on his priva- 
cy, if they do not bear remote- 
ly on the security of the nation 
-against crime or subversion/ 
"are inexcusable. 



What is the balance? It sug- 
gests that the case against the 
FBI is very weak; indeed, that 
it is mostly ideological. If any- 
body wants :o make a more 
convincing case against the 
FBI, surely it should take the 
form of saying that they are 
underachieving rather than 
over-zealous. Af.er all. when 
one gets mugged, raped, mur- 
dered, or bkrvn up these 
days, it is done no:" by the 
FBI, but by those ire FBI 
failed to. lav their hancj on. 
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By referral from the Director's Office, Bishop 
received a caU on t he afternoon of 5/19/71, from a | I who . 

identified herself as | I columnist William F. Buckley, Jr. ^Wif/K^i^ 

She said that Mr. Buckley had recently seen a column by one GaiaEJfells 



in a newspaper, name not recalled, which states that on the day on 
which the Director testified before the Senate Subcommittee on 
Appropriations in November, 1970, he had brought with him 75 extra 
copies of his testimony which he turned over to the Subcommittee and 
which,; according to Wills, indicated that Mr. Hoover w as aware of the 
fact that these copies would be distributed to the press. 
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statedthat Mr. Buckley would like to disprove this statement on the 
part of. Wills and asked if Mr. Hoover had, in fact, taken 75 extra copies 
of his testimony with him and presented them to the Subcommittee at 
the time of his testimony. - 
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was advised that some extra copies £ 
of his testimony had been brought to the Subcommittee by Mr. Hoover,; 3 
at the request of the Subcommittee, when Mr. Hoover went there to? <5 
testify. She was also advised that it was a closed meeting, that thg '** 
number of copies was not known, and it was emphasized to her'that the;-v 

1 extra copies were furnished to the Subcommittee by the Director a£the "' 

I request of the Subcommittee. 
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None. For information. 
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Dear 



Your letter of July. 23rd has been received, and I 
appreciate the interest v/hich prompted you to furnish me 
your views. With respect to' your .inquiry, it would be, 
inappropriate for me to comment as you desire inasmuch as 
this. Bureau exercises no control over information which 
appears, in the news media */< z 

; *'*' \ ■ v.'. Sincerely yours , ; - - 
J. Idgar Bpofvea 1 
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* concerning a decision; jto- use nuclear weapons in Viet Nam, which 
Buckley published' in the "'"National -Review. " _ ' 
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July 23, 1971 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
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Mr. Tolson _ 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Sfmivan , 

VwrMwdap - 



Dear J. Edgar; 

What do you think of that hoax pulled by William F. Buckley? Don't you 
think it was a juvenile action, and he should he kept under surveillance? I 
mean, after all, his super-conservativism is probably just a cover-up for his 
subversive activities. \^) 71 

Remember, William F. Buckley is known popularly as a master of deceit. 
He also gets quite a bit of money off the underground pornographic magazines 
and left-wing free press newspapers he owns. ^ 

Just as 



CO 

is a threat to the national security, so is *-j 



Buckley. Also, don't you think he should be forced to publish an apology 
in his next issue of National Review? 
I am awaiting your reply. Thanks. 
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Mr// Brennan, CD. 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Dalbey 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Ponder ; 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room 
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Miss Gandy 
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«S JUL 2£>1971 



,_^ 



jfc 





A 



^n 



^ 




* 



i 



September 21, 1971 



j'i 



9 ^ . c/ a f ^ ^_ 

Honorable William F. Buckley r Jr. 

Editor . ; . * - -. 

National. Review ; .' - / 

150 East 35th Street . '. - r \ 

New York,, New York 10016 . 

Dear Mr. .Buckley: v ^ 

I would like to express my appreciation for 

your thoughtfulness in sending me an inscribed copy of 

your bQofc/^C3?u4sing Speed w^!__It was indeed kind of you 

to think of me in this manner. 7 ■ - jQ^^^c^f^-^^o, 

Us LU i ft *\ f . j^tit kU M ^Ts , f . J JU '7/ 



sg|?S H971 ; 



fe'J*'?'.^*' ,,v^ 



-X Edgar "Hoover 



£! 




fP' 



Tolson*- 
Felt' 



NO^E: * Buckley was removed from mailing list at Director f s' " 
instructions in 1967 following his preparation of^a mock, 
editorial. Since that time* he lias written "several; articles 
complimentary of Director -and ' Bureau for which he has been 
thanked. His book is a chronology of events in his life and 
Director is mentioned on pages 32> 33 >_. 12,3^-^-12-4' "and the FBI/" 
is mentioned ;oh pages 136 and 137. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

^W\ September 16, 1971 

The attached copy of Cruising 

Speed , by William F/%u cklev . Jr. , MR - conrad 

was sent to'the Directorlriom the 

National Review, 150 East 35th 

Street, New York, New York 10016^ R ' 



MR. MOHR 

MR. BISH 

MR. MILL/EFT, E.S 

MR. CALLAHAN 

MR. CASPER 




The book is inscribed to the 
Director as follows: 

"For J Edgar Hoover 
With admiration 
Bill Buckley" 



MR. DAL BEY 

MR. CLEVELAND. 

MR. PONDER 

ROSEN 

MR. TAVE1 

MR. WALTERS 

MR. SOYARS 



MR. JONES 

TELE. ROOM - 
MISS HOLMES . 



MRS. METCAL1 
MISS/S^ANDY* 1 



Reference is made to the Director on p"§Ltf32-33 
and page 123-124. Reference is made toOthe FBI 
on page 136-137. 
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NATIONAL REVIEW 

150 EAST 35th STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 
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To: 8 DIRECTOR 

..Mr. J. Edgar Hoover $ SEp , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth Street arid Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 20535 ^^ 
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October 26, 1971 
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Ho norable Wil liam F. Buckley, Jr. 
Editor - " : —r—^— : — - 

National Review 

150 Bast 35th Street 

New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Buckley? / 

*;..->■ Your column entitled "Is It Public Justice 
qv Just Hoover Baiting? "{appeared in "The Evening Star, «- 
Washingfcon, D, C, f on October 25, 1971* and I want to 
thank you for your support of the FBI. The manner in, 
which you have spotlighted some of the individuals 
associated with the Committee for Public Justice and , 
the ; Seminar which is scheduled to be held at Princeton 
University on October 29 and 30, 1971, should do much to 
alert the general public to the biased nature of this forum. 
We in the FBI are most appreciative of your efforts in , >;.. 
highlighting the real purpose behind the Seminar. . 



I 




Tolson . 

Felt 

Rosen _ 
MoHr 



Bishop - 

Miller, E.S. . 
Callahan _1 

Casper 

Conrad 

Dalbey 

"Cleveland 

Ponder j 

Bates _: 

Tavel 

Walters . 

Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



Sincerely yours, 
'JLBjjgtfr Hoover 
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''"NOTE: See informal memo from Bishop to Felt dated 10/26/71 
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UNITED STATES |j^ 

Memorandum 



# 



Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Assi. Dir.: 



Admin 



to Mr. Jenkins 



from J. J. McD 



DATE:10/23/74 




suBjEGTREQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO BE GUEST 
>N MIJJAM^feyCKLEY'S TV SHOW 




"FIRING LINE Tt ON NOVEMBER 8, 1974 




On October 22n d| 
himself as a friend of Mr. Kejl'e^ and[ 



of Kansas Citvrwhaidentifie^d 



/'' % / b7C 



advised 



telephonically contacted the Bureau, 
that William F. Buckley is a close friend of his and he was calling the Bureau 
at Mr. Buckley's request to invite the Director to be the guest on Mr. Buckley's 
show "Firing Line" on November 8, 1974. This show would be one hour in 
duration and would be filmed in the Multi-Media Forum in the Crown Center 
in Kansas City. 



Jcommented that he was in a traveling status at the 



present time and would telephonically contact the Bureau on Thursday morning, 
October 24th, in order to determine if the Director could possibly be in 
Kansas City on November 8th and appear on this program. * 



A check of Bureau files reveals that Mr. Buckley is well known to 
the Bureau as a reporter and writer, as well as Editor of the "National 
Review," a conservative national magazine. Over the years the Bureau ha^s 
hada, cordial relationship with Mr. Buckley and he haswrittfem favorably about 
the FBI. However, in tfie 5/30/67 issue of his- publication it carried a mock 
edition of the "New York Times" in which he attempted to be humorous at the 
expense of former Director J. Edgar Hoover? _ Since that time he has written 
several articles complimentarry of former Director Hoover and the Bureau 
and we continueto enjoy cordial relations with him. 



(K 



fjffife Director should accede; tpitM$ request, 
76txld be one hour in length and would require an 



It is not felt 
principally as the progrs 
extensive amount of time and effort on the Director's part to properly prepare 

1 - Mr. McDermott REC-46^7^7 ** ' >— 

1 - Mr. Malmfeldt (CONTINUED-OVER) 

1 - Mr. Heim • ' a =- 

TBCiasg 
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McDermott to Jenkins memorandum 
Re: Request for Director to be Guest 
on William F. Buckley's TV Show 
"Firing Line" on November 8, 1974 



himself for such a program at this time in addition to his numerous other 
commitments. Also, it should be noted that ..Buckley's program, while 
prestigious, does serve- as a sounding board for his very conservative views 
and'philosophy. Should- the Director make Msfirst* major 'TV appearance on 
such a show the public could feas onablyf conclude that he favors Buckley's 
views. Rather than take- the chance of being^so, characterized, it is^felt that 

when the<DiaregE6F"8Bf^ it should be 

with-one-of-fehe-iffajor network proj^am¥^ not be- 

aff iliated"as- a-partisan with"ariy "particular philosophy and would be speaking 
as the FBI Director^and'spokesman for law enforcement in-general. 
y**' '" T "^ "'" v " "' ' "'* "* 

Additionally, it should be noted that" "Firing Line"is televised 
mainly on non-primeTime over Public Broadcasting Service stations~ana^as. 
such has far limited viewership than major networks wh'or'as -you realize, 
have been besieging us with similar request's! or the* Director's television 
appearance. " . - " 



RE COMMENDATION 



schedule will not permit him to accede to this request. 




That my office advise 



]that the Director's 
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«* OtN. „ NO „ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MemordKkim 

Mr. Bishol^/y^ 
\ 

: JACK ANDERSON 

APPEARANCE ON "FIRING LINE" 
WETA-TV (CHANNEL 26)" 
8:00 P.M., 4-23-72 
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DATE: 4-24-72 



pa&r'** Bishop _ 

Callahan 
Casper 
Con rati 
Dal boy 




Clcvclnnd , 
Pondeiv 



roiiilor/j_ 



Waiknrt , 

Walters 

Soyars _: 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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Anderson was interviewed by WilliaiTi^FTg vBuckleY, 
on Buckley's program, "Firing Line," last evening'. 

The topic of the interview was government secrecy, 
and Anderson maintained that the press has the 'right to inspect 
government files as long as -national security is' not endangered. 
He stated that he has an obi igationrtQ^ the -public; to print any 
information concerning government activities which comes to. his 
attention as long as it does not, '" In his view, adversely affe'et 
the national interests. Buckley countered that the government 
has every right to classify documents, and 4 that Anderson haTs no 
more right to inspect government files than the government has 
to inspect Anderson's files. 

There was only one .brief mention of the.JJBI by 
Anderson. He said the FBI has conducted investigations of 
movie stars, public figures^ and black leaders/ and ,FBI files 
on these individuals, have nothingT to. do ^with criminal investi- 
gations. He termed this air outrageous" abuse of . government 
authority. -He said^the^FBI has" gpne^far ^beyond its jurisdiction 
on many occasions and has gorie far beyond^ its trust. Anderson 
. stated he has personally seen FBI files which contain information 
on the sex lif£"Of a movie starv^ "*" ^^ = fc y 

I Buckley defended the Bureau's right to collect such 

information on public figures in security cases because it is 
the duty of the FBI to collect evidence — not to evaluate it. 

RECOMMENDATION : 
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October 26, 1971 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
ROBERT C. MARDIAN . 



Since I understand that von were somewhat interest ed 
in the letter which T wrote- to \ I 

Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey, I am 
enclosing a copy of -a columa appearing in the Washington Star 
of yesterday by William FrBuckley, Jr. , which pretty well 
exposes this "kangaroo com*" the Princeton group is holding 
at the end of this week* . 
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John Edgar Hoover '"', 

. Director a^ff&fy fS 
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UNITED STATES GC^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 



MR. JENKINS 



DATE: 



12-11-74 



from : J. J. MC DERMOTT tfyffif 

subject: REQUES3LEOR. DIRECTOR'S APPEARANCE 

qNJ^LIJA-M-B.UGKL'E^lS-TEIrE.VISION-S^^ 

-Firing line" fl . , . 4 
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Plan. & Eval. 

Spoc. Inv. 

Training _ 

Legal Coun 

Telephone R 

Director Soc'y 
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My memorandum to you of 1 0-23-74 recited that 
" a friend of the Director andl 



I 



1 had contacted the Bureau on behalf of. 
intercession in getting the 



bo 
b7C 



Buckley 1 s staff requesting 
Director to appear on "Firing Line. " It was then noted that while the 
Bureau has had favorable relations with BucMeyy it was not felt that 
the Director should accede to the request and the Director concurred. 



On 12-6-74, 



of Buckley's staff (telephone 



) contacted the Director's Office and was referred to me. He 



wanted to explore the Director's availability to appear on "Firing Line"' 
on 1-8-75 or 1^ 13^7^or perhaps some other time soon thereafter. 



indicated that he was only calling because the Director reportedly indicated 
to an unnamed person in Kansas City that he might be available to appear 
in the future. 



indicated that ^Firing Line" is a program one hour 



in length. It is a taped show, but is never edited in any way. The fbrmay ^ 
calls for conversation between Buckley and the guest for approximately ^ x 
40-45 minutes followed by a 15-20-minute period of ques tioning the guest 



by a panel consisting of three young journalists. | [indicated that 

the journalists selected are usually very liberal, including one from the 
Washington Post, to "s erve as a creditable counterpoint -to-BucMev T s 
known conservatism. [ indicates that the program stresses com- 

plete spontaneity and the d iscussio n develops in whatever direction it 
happens to wander. While | | stated that Buckley might consider 

staying away from certain topics, he certainly* could not commiL.thg J 
journalists -panelists to so commit themselveg. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Jenkins 

Re: Request for Director's Appearance 

on William Buckley* s Television Show, 

"Firing Line" 



OBSERVATIONS: 

| The panel show format thrives on conflict and sharply drawn 

/issues. The biggest issue associated with the Director currently is his 
attitude concerning COINTELPRO. The Director has already delivered 
his best and most comprehensive shot. To subject himself to the cross- 
examination of the press on an unrehearsed, unedited program where 
COINTELPRO would become a major issue would accommodate only the 
needs of the press. It is not felt that it would serve either the Director's 
interests or the Bureau's interests. I concur with the opinion previously 

(expressed by Legal Counsel that now that the Director has made his 
statement on COINTELPRO he, as well as the Bureau, should maintain 
as low a personal profile as possible on this. (It is noted that we are / 
still getting and will continue to get a lot of mileage out of the Director's 
comprehensive statement of 11-18-74 through distribution to local news 
media by our field offices as well as through national columnists as 
arranged for by the External Affairs Division. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



Itd.-s recommended that in view of the foregoing observations 
the Director decline to appear at this time on "Firing Line" because of 
his very heavy commitments in the very foreseeable future/ 
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October 3, 1976 
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Dear 



I was pleased to learn fromjour letter of Septem- 
ber 30th of your favorable reaction to the program, "Firing 
Line j* on which Messrs* Felt and Colon appeared • My associ- 
ates and I are certainly grateful for your support and we 
hope our future activities will continue to merit your 
approval . 

Your confidence in this Bureau and the encourage- 
ment you expressed are indeed heartening. I share yo^r 
views that many Americans across our country are of the 
same mind.- 




Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm, 
Pep. AD Inv.. 

A-sst. Dir.: 

Adrr.. Sorv. 

Ext. Affair 
Fin. & Pors. 

Gen. Inv. 

(dent. 



Sincerely yours, 



&Q iJl a &Ltj tuiuj 

Clarence M„ Kelley 
Director 
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]is not identifiable in Bufiles. The above 
was taped by our New York Office on 9/25/76 
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Director Clarence Kelley 
Fereral Bureau Investigation 
Hoover Building 
Washington, B.C. ~ 20515 
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;lfr. Kelley, ^ />r 

After seeing the program Wednesday night^Mring IdneTTl'lSant you and the 
Bureau to know that I am-100% with you. M% Felk and M% Gohn did a good job 
answering the questions that the American people are in the dark about and the 
things 'they should know. We sure don ! t get the news from the prtess and T.V. as 
ye -should. They slant the news -to suit the- themselves and to make it sound as 
■ bad against -the Goverment as possiable.* . 

:\ : " ■ . 

In the total picture, I don't think that^they fool as many people^as they 

.think they do. . The F.B.I has in the 50 year thatxt has been ..in operation has 

been to me the test of all Goverment agencys. I trust and hope that before it 



is too late that the American people will wake up and see* what 
do something about it. . 



Ls being done and 



Mr. .Buckley is doing a' good thing *3ien he has a program like this. I hope ' 
"that he will have mere in the future as this is "the best way to inform the Ame- 
rican people. -As for myself, 'I think that when you are dealing .with the^Cornmumist 
that do theem as they would do us. Their aim is the. same- now as it was fifty years 
ago and that is World conquest. Khrushchev said that by 1980 that he would bury 
us" without firing a* shot. If these left wingers and the radicals are not keep in 
check- they will destroy all that is dear to the average American. ' 




* Mr, 'Kelly the majority of the American people ere with the F B.I , so keep 
up the good work and let the Communist and bias press and T.V. complain,? 




With best regards, 
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